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: THE PUBLISHER 
to the Courteous Reader. 


$22 He Aathour of theſe 
Ho <P z Sermons being late- 
| Can + > ly falne aſleep , and 
\ having had no Admillion, 
whiie he was Living, to be 
\ recommended to Publike 
View, the Perſwaſion and Ims 
\ portunity ( f1 ſince his death) 
of ſome of my Friends, and 
[fuch as may challenge no 
|ſmall Intereſt i in mee , hath 
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(chough unwilling)induced 
meto Adventureto Exhibite 
this Little Volume to look out 
and do Service inthe World: 
He himſelfe whilſt he lived 
Wrote it, and doubtleſle he 
had finiſhed it,if God hadlent 


him longer Life: but it fared 


ſo with him, as once with 
Hezekiab , Eſay 37. 3. The 
children were come to the birth, 
and there was not ſtrength to 
bring forth. I have asa Bro. 
ther, though not as a skilfull 
Midwife, done whatlI could 
to bring it forth, by collecting 
it out of his Paper-books, and 


ſome other looſe Writings | 


from 


»m— 


in 
| ———_— 


from his privateStudy,which 
was the onely Remoratoit's 
more Suddaine, and much 
deſired Birth. 
Some Errata's ſince have 

paſſed the Preſſe(which per- 
_ will not {o well reliſh 
with thy Palate )burI whol- 

ly rely upon thy Courteous 
Ingenuity to paſle them over 
with Silence. 

Thou mayelt here expect 
that I ſhould ſpeake ſome- 
thing in Commendation ofthis 
Worke,which isnot, happily, 
| ſo farting, it being both hard 
for one Brotherto praiſe ano- 
ther without Boaſting:more- 
over, 


— 
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over,for me to ſeeke thy Ap- 
probation of 1t by any Faire 
andPlauſible Induftions,were 
alrogetherto DeitruF, if nor 
Impare the worth of it.l know 


the Wworke it ſelfe will ſuffici- 


ently Praiſe him , eſpecially, 


if thou wilc vouchſafe to pe- 
rule it ( baritably (I meane, 
without any Detrating Ca- 
lumnies or ( ynicall (enſures) 
which it thou doft, thou 
ſhale find his Spirit in them, 
and in a manner heare him, 
(alchough Dead)yer Speaking 
untothee : and ſhalt hereby 
much per{wade the Publiſh- 
er to leave off ( at leaſt in 
{ome 
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ſome mealure )2rieving for, 
and lamenting over his once 
Living , and alway Loving 
' Brother, and ſhalr ratherdi- 
|  vertthe ſtream of his Ae. 
ons into a ſtrong current of 
Haleluiah's, for the Hopes 
that he hath (eſpecially from 
thoſe that willingly enters 
taine 2 Dead mans works and 
retaine his words in their 
Living Hearts ) of doing 
good by this his Publication, 
which is the deſire of 
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Becauſe that which may be knowne of 
God 15 manifeſt in them , for Goa 
hath ſhewed it unto them. 
For the inviſible things of him from the 
| the creation of the World are clearely 
ſeen , being underſtood by the things 
that are made, even hu eternall 
| power and Goahead , fo that they are 
without excuſe. 


2 Here are three bookes 
5 wherein the Derry may 
be plainly read and dif- - 
$9 v9) covered, the booke of 
LD B65] nature, the book of the 
CESS creatures, and the book 
of the Scriptures : this latter was Pecus 
l}ar tothe Jewes, the two former com- 
mon both to Jew and Geritile, for anto 
the Jewes Were committed the oracles of 
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Ged , becauſe they were his peculiar 
people, unto the Jew and Gentile the 
I;ght of nature, and uſe of the Scrip- 
tures, becauſe they both were men, and 
irhabitants of the world. Now out of 
theſe three bookes our Apoltle labour 
eth to convince of unrighteouſneſſe 
the two great encmies of our juſtifis 
cation by faith in Chriſt , the ſelf-cons 
ccited Jew,and the Idolatrons Gentile: 
for however the- one might pretend 
unto ſaly:tion by vertue of their inhe- 
rent righteouſneſlſe, and the other hope 
to eſcape damnation by their ignorance 
of the Law, which threatnech death 
ro the breakers thercof, yet our A- 
poſtle in this his Epiſtie doth plainly 
demonſtrate.that neither therighteouſ- 
neſſe of the one was ſo commenſurate 
and anſwerable tothe law of God, as 
to attaine heaven and avoid the curſe, 
and that the ignorance of the other 
was not io great , as that thereby they 
might become inexcuſable, and with- 
out offe:ice, rowards God; both Jew 
and Gentile are ſinfull, for there 25 none 
that a6ih goed, no not one,and — 
ot 
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\ both Jew and Gentile are lyable unto 
3 damnation; the Jewes, becauſe it is im» 
3 poſſible for them to Keepe the Law, 
} from the obſervance of which they ex- 
' pectedlife ; the Gentile , becauſe they 
were not obedient unto thoſe com- 
mon notions, and implanted truths 
- they had of God and morall honeſty, 
\ For however they pretended not to 
| know God, and therefore not to hold 
- the truth in uncighteouſneſle , as 'cis 
evidently ſhewne they doein the fore- 
, going verſe ; yet our Apoſtle doth by 
! force of Argument take away their 
/ falſeprerences, and plainly convinceth 
| them of both in the words of my Text, 
which , as I ſuppoſe, are brought in to 
prevent a ſecret objeRis that the Gens 
tile might frame againſt the doArine 
ofthe precedent verſe; for the Apoſtle 
being about to prove our juſtification 
\ onely by faith, doth inthe 18. verſe 
_ diſpute negatively, &ſhew that workes, 
- in which both Jew and Gentile truſted, 
could never juſtifie, they being ſo farre 
. from making us appeare righteous bee 
fore God , that the wrath of God is 
Lo Jn 
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revealed againſt them, for the wrath 
of God is revealed from heaven againſt 
all uygodlineſſe and unrighteouſneſſe 
of men. The beſt workes of naturall 
men cannot free them from being guil- 
ty of ungodlineſſe and unrighteouſ- 
neſſe, from the breach of the firſt and 
ſecond Tables, and therefore is the 
wrath of God revealed from heaven, 


even againſt the beſt workes of men, .* 


But whatkind of men are theſe that 
ſtand thus charged with unpodlinefle 
and unrighteouſneſſe> Why ? Szch, 
ſaith Saint Parl, Who hold the truth in 
#nrighteouſneſſe ; but you Gentiles doe 
thus hold the trath in unrighteouls 
neſſe, 'tis you that ſuppreſle , ſmother, 
and imprifon thoſe truthes that are in 
you concerning God and your neighs 
bour , and therefore 'tis you primarily, 
who ſtand guilty of unrighteouſneſſe 
and ungodlinefle: and here you may 
ſuppoſe the froward Gentile mutter- 
ing within himſelfe , and thus cavilling 
at the Apoſtles minor,what Saint Pasl, 
will you ſay , we hold thetruth in nn- 
righreouſneſſe ? whereas we are alto 

| Sether 
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gether ignorant of God: the Jewes in- 
deed are without excuſe, becauſe in the 
Scriptures God is plainly revealed unto 
them but as for us we ſit in darkneſle, 
and the ſhadow of death, without the 
leaſt glimmering or knowledge of 
God, and therefore pray forbeare ſo 
hard a cenſure : no, faith the Apoſtle, 
ſay what you will , yet there is a light 
within you, and there are creatures 
without you , that will eaſily confute 
your fond opinion ; it is not for Gen- 
tiles to plead ignorance, becauſe that 
which may be knowne of God is mas 
nifeſt in them, for the 3nvi/ible things of 
him, &c, So then you may have here 
the Gentiles plea refuted; they ſecretly 
ſeem to plead not guilty to theApoſtles 
charge of their with-holding the truth 
jn unrighteouſneſle : their plea ſeemes 
ro be taken from their ignorance of 
God, and could they have maintained 
this, they might eaſily have eluded 
that;wherefore Sainc Pa#/to take away 
all ſhifts and evaſions from them , and 
the better to confirme his charge, 
brings in ewo bills of reply againſt 

B3 them, 
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them , the firſt is grounded upon that 
naturall light which God hath mani- 
feſted unto them concerning himſelfe; 
the ſecond upon the creatures, which 
with a dumbe kind of eloquence did 
every where proclaime the power of 
their Maker, and which were as a con= 
duQ and guidance unto them into the 
knowledge of the Godhead , which 
they vainly pretended to be ignorant 
of. To the firſt of theſe grounds I ſhall 
ſpeake at preſent , and onely more di- 
ſtinaly handle what I have heretofore 
in a private Congregation repreſented 
in groſle. | 
Take the words as they lye in them» 
ſelves, and you ſhall find in them al:i- 
quid allegatum , & aliquid probatum,an- 
allegation, and a proofe or reaſon of 
this allegation . The Gentile ſeems to 
plead ignorance;the Apoſtle alleageth 
the contrary , becauſe , faith he, that 
which may be knowne of God is mas 
nifeſt in them: and leſt he ſhould ſeem 
ro ſtick here , he brings in further evi= 
dence and proofe , for what he had 
ſaid in theſe words, for God bath ſheWwne 
at wnta them , In 
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' Inboth you may bepleaſed to take 

| notice of, Firſt, the matter aileaged , 
theirknowledge of God, r#32w5% 5 $43, 
that which may be knowne of God, 
or that which is knowable of God, 
namely,by natures diſcovery, not by 
extraordinary revelations,and Evange- 
licall difpenſations , as YVorſtizzs and 0+ 
thers without reaſon conceive. For this 
73 219570 7% 242 , In thepreceding verſe, 
which according unto Beza , and the 
beſt expoſitors is nothing but a nain» 
rall knowledge of God, and of good 
and evill ; the knowledge of God ne- 
ceſſarily Implying, or at leaſt upon 
inevitable conſequence bringing in the 
knowledge of good and evill. 

2. Secondly , you may obſerve the 
qualification or manner of this their 
knowledge, gavr:eov 33, it #5 manifeſt as 
the light which ſhinethin them, andis 
ſo cleare, that do what they can , they 
can never ſhut their eyes againſt it , or 
wholly blot it our, 

3. Thirdly , here arethe ſubjeRs in 
whom this knowledge reſfides,c 527i; 
zn them (viz. ) in the Gentiles , which 
ſome tranſlate, amongſt chem, and ſo 
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referre this knowledge to their learned 
ones, and Phileſophers, who havelefc 
every where in their writings evident 
reſtimonies thereof; but our owne tran- 
(lation, as I conceive, is moſt proper & 
neerer the oripginall, and ſo in them 
will be as much as in their minds and 
conſciences , as you will further heare 
anon, 

Fourthly , here is the Author of this 
knowledge in them, ©::;,God,uſhered 
in with the rational particlez3 as 32O:% 
2221ipon avrors, for God hath ſhewne it 
unto them, God, that is, partly by the 
light of nature in their conſciences,and 
partly by the conduR of the creatures, 
hath ſo piainly declared and ſhewed 
himſelfe unto the Gentiles , that they 
cannot pretend their ignorance of him, 
or of their duty towards their neigh, 
bour . | 

' From the words thus opened you 
may gather this Obſervation, That 
there 8, ever hath been in all men, even 
in the Gentiles, a Naturall lightyawhercby 
they have been direfled unto God , and 
narnrall googueſſe. 

Ja 
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In the proſecution of which I ſhall 
| ſhew you, Firſt, what is meant more 
; fully by this Naturall light. 

Secondly, 1 ſhall indeavour to 
demonftrate that it is and ever hath 
bin in all men, even in the Gentiles. 

Thirdly, I ſhall enquire ; whether 
or no, this naturall light were ſaffici- 
ent unto the ſalvation of the Gentiles. 

And Laſtly, 1 ſhall deduce ſome 
pracicall inferences, from what ſhall 
be ſaid for our owneuſe . For the 
underſtanding of the firſt point, 
namelywhat is meant, by this Naturall 
light, or light of nature, we muſt note 
that man may be conſidered , either 
in his primitive creation, or in his 
corrupted finfall eſtate; if we conſider, 
man firſt in his created integrity: ſo 
without doubt this light was a clear , 
diſtin, penetrative and unerring 
light: for God framing all things 
according to that exaQt plat-forme 
and Idea , which was eternally in 
himſelfe , did accordingly beſtow 
upon his creatures aſl things -requi- 
fire ynto their ſeveral ſpecies and 
7, — = _ 
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conditions, and therefore man being 


the Maſter-peece, (as 1 may ſo ſpeake) 
of all his works, was by him primitively 
Inveſted with more noble endowments 
then any other creature whatſoever: 
for whereas other things were either 
by inſtint or immediate direction of 
God ordered unto their ſeverall ends 
and his glory,man alone amongſt the 
reſt did cleerely and rationally appre- 
hend the will and greatneſle of his 
maker; other creatures did blind- 


. Iy ſerve him in their ſeverall Ranckes 


and orders , but man being farther 
enlightned with an underſtanding 
and reaſonable ſoule, did freely, and 
with choice cleave unto him as his 
cheifeſt good, ſo that Adam by vere 
tue of that excellent light which God 
had infuſed unto him, did know God, 


and his will ſavingly, and with ſuch 


a perfetion as was moſt proper for 
his condition. For though it may bee 
true what theSchool-men ſay,that this 
concreated light and knowledpe inour 
firſt parents might have been further 
increaſed by rationall diſcourſe, and 
ſupers 
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a ſaving knowledge of the will and 


' true worſhip of God; theſe divine 


rayes ſoe enlightning the whole man, 
that the great Myſteries of God and 
falvation were as diſtinaly impreſ- 
ſed upon his ſoule,as the Image of the 


| Sunne ever was upon the moſt pure 
| and Cryſtalline glaſle. 


But now, Secondly, as the moſt 
beautifull piRure, being ſullyed and 
dawbed over, doth looſe much of its 
forme and grace, ſoe likewiſe that 
excellent image of God in man, be- 
ing once beſmeared over with ſinne, 


did looſe very much of its priſtine 


Slory and goodneſſe,and therefore no 


| wonder if the ſame light and know- 


ledge of God in man, which before 


. was ſo cleere and diſtinR in us,is now 


through fin become dull, confuſed, 
and faint; for it is the nature of (in 
alwaies to overcaſt and unite the ſoule 


' with ignorance, as you may every 


where read in the Scriptures of the 
Dr ee blinds 


ſapervenient grace , yet doubtleſſe in 
| it ſelfe, without any further addition 
- it was ſufficient to lead them into 
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blindneſle, darkneſle, and ignorance 
of men in the ſtate of Nature. Sinne 
then interpoling betweene God and 
ns, this glorious light ſuffered a very 
fearefull Eclips,and as the faint glim- 
merings of a Lamp or Candle in the 
ſocket, was minpled with very much 
darknefſe and confuſion : for though 
through (in it was not quite extingui- 
ſhed in us, as plainely appeares by 
the text , yet ſo far was it dulled that 
we cannot by the remainders thereof 
either read the will of God, or from it 
derive any comfort unto our ſelves . 
For as by a dull and obſcure taper 
we may perhaps view a body in groſle, 
whereas we cannot through the weaks 
nefle of the light fcan each particus 
far part of it; why ſo here, by this light 
of nature we may apprehend indeed 
God & his worſhip in generall, but we 
can never thereby dive more particu- 
}arly into his will , or thoſe his attri- 
baces of grace,pardoning mercy , love 
unto os in Chriſt, and the like, which 
nonecan fully underſtid without faith 
in Chriſt 5» whom alone are hid all the 
| ireaſurss 


(13) 
! rrea(nres of wiſdome and knoWwledge,Col, 
d Wy 2. verſ.3. 
Wel then ; to draw to an head, by 
Y |, comparios theſe our two eſtates roge- 
cher, you may eaſily conceive what is 
meant by this naturall light, or ſight of 
nature; for it is nothing elſe but thoſe 
common ordinary notions and con- 
ceits remaining in the minds and con- 
| ſciences of men concerning God and 
naturall goodneſle: in the firſt verſe 
it iscalled the ruth, becauſe of thoſe 
plaine convitions it hath upon the 
conſciences of naturall men,and there« 
fore they that reſiſt chis light,and walk 
not according unto its dictates are ſaid 
'to hold the trath in unrighteouſneſſe, 
that is , unjuſtly to ſtifle and keep un- 
der thoſe apprehenſions of God and 
Soocneſſe , from appearing in their 
Lives or Actions, And in the ſecond of 
this Epiſtle,znd the thirteenth, it is cal- 
led che Law written in their hearts, from 
the command & awfall power it hath 
over the hearts of men, in which itis 
engraven as with the point of a dia- 
mond; and therefore 7awblicxs an e- 
minent 
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minent Author calls it an inbred and* 


immoveable notion. Wee ſtile this 
light of nature, common,ordinary no- 
tions and conceipts;common they are, 
becauſe they are congeniall,and imbred 
inall men; and ordinary , becauſe , 
though all men naturally have ſome 
flight and catching conceipts at God, 
yet they neither know aright who or 
what kind of God this is,and therefore 
you may read AF. 17. ver/, 23.0f an 
Aitaramongſt the Athenians inſcribed, 
Unto the unkuowne God : and Chriſt 
ſaid che Samaritans worſhipped they 
knew not what , 7oh. 4. 22. Secondly, 
we ſay that th:fe notions remaine in 
the minds and conſciences of men ; 
for firſt, in the minds reſide thoſe mewra 
«£1wuzTe, thoſe ſpeculative, prime and 
fundamentall cruths,namely,that chere 
is a God, that all effets have depen- 
dance npon ſome cauſe, and the like, 
And ſecondly,becauſe in the conſcien- 
ces of men reſide thoſe wyia nite, 
thoſe praticall and morall principles, 
by which we conclude within our 
ſelves , that ſince there is a God , he is 
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< 40 be worſhipped, that we ought to do 
unto others as we would have them 
*doeuntous, that we ought to deale 
/juſtly with all men, and the like. From 
whence it is that the Apoſtle faith of 
the Gentiles , that they do by nature the 
things contained in the Law , even the 
| Gentiles have a natural! LaW imprinted 
| 3ntheir hearts,by which they are carried 
»unto thoſe Common generall duties 
"which concerne God and their neighs 
bour; which will further be cleered un- 
;to you if you conſider with me the ſe- 
: cond point, namely,that this light of 
| nature is in all men;or rather thus, that 
| there are ſome Common notions of 
'- God and goodneſle imprinted in the 
- hearts of all men,even of the Gentiles. 
There is no man ſo over dawbed 
with (fin and filchyneſſe, ſo benigh= 
red and overclouded with wretched 
; ignorance, but hath oftentimes the 
' flaſhes and immediate repreſentations 
; of the Deity darting in upon him, 
| and there is noe man of ſoe debau. 
; Ched and looſea life, ſo benummed 
and frozen affeRions, but hath _ 

an 
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and anon the ſecret whips and girds ? 
of a conſcience to reſtraine him, |; 
rogether alſo 'with natural! impreſfſis 7 
ons of goodneſſe to thaw and melt !! 
him into more ingenuity 3 Now then 
that this light of nature, 
Firſt,as it celates unto God, is in all, _ 
may appeare both by ſcripture and |} 
by reaſon; as for ſcripture were there 7 
no other , my text wovld be ſufficient 
proof that thatwhich may be known of | 
Godis manifeſt in them,that is in the '! 
Gentiles, and fo. conſequently in all. 
That which may be knowne of Goa, © 
whereby is implyed, that there are : 
ſome things concerning God above 
the pitch and kenne of this 2aturall 
lighr, the myſteries indeed of the Tri- 
nity, ofthe Incarnation of Chriſt and 
thelike are Riddles unto nature, nei= |. 
ther canthey ever bereacht unto by [ 
humane diſquiſition; Yer it ſtill rema- 2 
neth certaine that that which may be 
knowne of God, namely his being, : 
his omnipotence and the like is mani» } 
feſt in them, In'the 17,0f the As werſ. i 
26, 27,28, you may have another 
proofe 
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ls j proofe for theApoſtle there in his Ser= 
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mon unto the eAthenian Heathens , 


3 | ſhewing that God was not io far from 
7 them, but that he mignt even Palpando 


3nveniri, as Beza tranilates it, be groped 


after, and eaſily found out. By thar little 


natural light that was in them they 


Y right tracke the foot-ſteps of Djvini- 


z7, and haply find out i» whom they 
lived, moved, and had their being: And 
ſo in the Atts, chap.14.verſe17., tis ſaid 
that God left not himſelfe without wits 
neſſe. 1 There is within us an j»bred light, 
as a domeſticke Chaplaine continually 
to teach us, and without ns rain from 
heaven,and fraitfull ſeaſons , as ſo ma- 
ny viſible witneſſes to take away ignos 
rance, and all excuſe from us ; where. 
fore that of the P/a/miſt, T he foole hath 
faid in hu heart, Pſal.14.1. muſt not be 
underſtood as if a wicked man 7 for he 
is the focle here) could quite obliterate 
and put out the light of nature, and 
Knowledge of God in him (for e1- 
theiſme can never find a perfet and 
continuall aſſent in the heart of man) 
bat onely that Þh= ſo workes and lives 
\» without 
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without the feare of God,as if he were 
fully perſwaded that there were no 
God ar all, The reaſons then to prove 
that the Knowledge of God 1s in all 
men X aturally, may be many, I ſhall 
name only two or three, and let paſſe 
the common conſent of all Nations. Nal- 
la gens tam barbara eſt , faith Tully, 
there is nonation ſo barbarous and de- 
ſNtitute of (omen reaſon , as not to ac- 
knowledge a God ; to let paſle alſo 
the Naturall diſcourſes, and ultimate 
reſolutions of the minds of men into 
ſome Supreame canſe, and firſt IMever 
of all things, 

1. Firſt, the teſtimonies of the Hea- 
thens themſelves do ſafftictently evi 
cence the truth; 'tis Paxls way of ar 
Suing with the : Arhenians., as certaine 
al(o of your owne Poets have (aid, We are 
alſo his OfSpring, Atts 17,28. He in- 


— 


fers their knowledge of God, and the | 


truth of His worſhip from their owne 
mouthes, and ſo may wealſo . Plato 
calls a man Zwor SronnCouny 2 Creature 
naturally religious, and a worſhiper of 


God: yea himſelfe hath written ſo Di- 


vinely 
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vinely and Reverently of God, that 
many of the Antients have gone about: 
ro prove him a Chriſtian, though 
Bernard traly and wittily faith, whe/ſ# 


; many would faine make Plato a Chri- 
' ftian they prove themſelves heathens , Te 
' would be as endleſle as it is needleſle 


? to produce here the ſeverall teſtimo- 
] nies which Heathen Anthors do every 
# where give to this truth, ſome among(t 
them ſealing it with their blood , 0- 
[7 thers every where profeſſing it in their 


: writings: and however there have 
/ been ſome few amongſt them, who 
: havedenyed this truth , yet I am per- 
| ſwaded their ropes went not along 


with their hearrs, Twas more their 
deſire that there ſhould be no God, 


: then their opinton that there was none. - 


| him whoſe ?aſtice they 
” 


As guilty priſoners wiſh the death of 
their F4dge, onely becauſe they cone. 
ceive him co be the inſtrament of their 
condemnation: inlike manner theſe 
and ſuch like men being conſcious to 
themſelves, of their owne deſperate 
wickedneſſe defire the na” being of 
Avell know 
maſt 
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muſt needes take notice of and ſevere=- 


ly puniſh their offences. 


For, ſecondly, the Teſtimonies of | 


their Con/ciences will eaſily declare 
that they have ſach a /:ghr and knows 
/cdge of God within them. There 
is No man ſo great, ſo abſojute and 
independent from the command and 


beck of others, but is ſometimes awed | 
and controled by a Power within his | 


owne breſt,and thoſe ſecret checks and 
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laſhes of Conſcience upon the commi- . 


flion of ſome notorious offence, muſt 
needes make the ſtouteſt ſinner con. 
feſle a power above him , which he 


feares, and a God unto whom he is .. 


accountable for all his Offences. Hence 
the epoſtle ſhewing the workes of 
the Law to be writtey in the Hearts 


of the Gentiles , amplifies ir further, 
and addes this asa kind of a reaſon, ' 


their conſciences alſo bearing them Wit 
aeſſe, and their thoughts in the meane 


While accuſyng or elſe excuſing one ance | 


ther, Rom.2.verſ.15. 


Thirdly,the very multiplicity of the 


Heatheni may (as I ſuppoſe) 
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plainly ſhew that they had thisindes 
lible principle written in their hearts; 
for though ſome of them had as 


' many Gods as they had 0O- 


»yous and Leekes in their gardens; 
and though the Worſhip they aſcribed 


- unto theſe their Deities was as various 
| as the ſevera!l nations and opinions of 


> men were; yet theſe their various 


2 Worſhips and Opinions of a God 


} did plainely denote, that a God it 
: was whom they ſought and hunted 
: afterz for though they erred in par- 

ziculars, yet they all agreed in this 


Generall, that a God there was. As 


.» the water of the ſame fountaine may 
| bee diverſely ſpread into ſeverall 
- ſNreames and eddyes, yet all theſe ſe- 
; verall ſtreames & eddyes fall into one 


ſeazſo likewiſe though this principle of 
nature may flow and be divided into 
various opinions concerning God, yet 
theſe various opinions doe all meete 
and concenter in this Generall notion 
and conceite of a God. And there- 
fore the Apoſile ſaith that the Athenians 


| did generally worſhip the true God 


under 
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Ged,as you may lee eAtts 17. werf. 23. 


But, ſecondly , this Light of Na= * 


ture 2s it relates nnto Naturall googe 
»eſſe is inall men; Natarall goodneſſe 


1 fay, for as for that /egall goodneſſe | 


which ſuppoſeth , the righreouſneſle 
of workes,tis impoſſible for any fonne 
of Adam to have, for by the dceds of the 
Law there ſhall be ns fleſhjuſtified in his 
fight, Rom.3.20. And as for that Evan- 
gelicall goodneſle which ſappoſeth the 
righteouſneſſe of fairh, no unbeliever 
can pertake of it, for fairh comes by 
hearing aud nearing by the word of Ged. 
Rom.10.17-. 

It remaines then that the Gentiles 
onely had and ſtill have the remain- 
ders of Nararall gooaxeſſe alone left in 
them; now that they had this will bet- 
ter appeare by diſtinguiſhing of Nas 
tarall goodneſſe, which is either civill 
or morrall; civill goodneſſe | ſhall de- 
fine to be that inbred propes/i0n in all 
men to maintaine ſocieties and naturall 
life. This certainly was, and at this 


day 


under the falſe maske and Inſcription 1 
they gave unto him of the Vnknowne |: 
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1 '7 day is .in the Heathens themſelves: 
2 |} fromwhenceelſe have proceeded thoſe 
. =} excellent poſitive Lawes and Conſti- 

7 rutions of Solon, Draco and others, 


by which as by ſo many ſinewes and 
ligaments, Common-wealths hath bin 


 ** joyned and compacted together ? 


: From whence thoſe noble inventions 
: and ſciences of Phyſich, IMathemarick, 
eAſtronomy and the like , without 
which mans life would be neither 
comfortable not delightful? From 
whence thoſe inferiour Mechanical 
arts, by which rade and undigeſted 
things are curiouſly modified and pres 
pared for the uſe of man? From 
whence are theſe, Iſay, and many of 
the like nature, but from that inbred 
Naturall Life of Goodneſle in man, 
Suiding and direAing him unto the 
common Pablique good of humane 
ſociety ? Hence” we read of 7aball and 
7uball and Tuball.Cain Gen.4.cunning 
artificers and curious inventors, which 
yet notwithſtanding were all meer 1a- 
zarall men of the curſed race,and with- 
out the Covenant & Church of God. 
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The ſecond ſort of vatarall goodneſſe 
may be called morall, & it conſiſts ( as 
I conceive)in a mans obearence anto the 
dictates of reaſon,in embracing vertue © 
voiding vice. That theGentiles were thus 
morally good , thoſe admirable exam 
ples of their Z-ſtice , Fortitude, Tempe- 
rance, and other the like vertues,, do 
ſutiiciently declare. Some of thembeing 
ſo exaQly rigorous in adminiſtring of 
74ſtice, that they Have not ſpared theic 
owne fons offending : ſome againe des 
voting themſelves, and expoling their 
owne throats to the ſword for the good 
of their country : Others ſo Abſtemions 
and Temperate , that in the greateſt 
feaſts of their Prixces , they have not 
ſo muchas touched any wine: Others 
fo Chaſt, that they have not admitted 
iato their {ight any objeR that might 
provoke them unto luſt. It were ealſle 
here to make a particular induction 
through all the Commandements of 
tic ſecond Table, and prove unto you 
as aſwell by inſtances of Scripture , as 
from prophane authors , how that the 
Gentiles by their exact outward cons 
formity 
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formity unto reaſon, evidently ſhewed 
the worke of the Law to be written in 
cheir hearts. Bat examples of this kind 
are infinite; and not onely examples, 
but precepts alſo ; tor what excellent 
rules do they every where preſcribe for 
the ſteering and directing a manin the 
paths of Vertue.? What grave and ſage 
precepts, eſchewing of evill,embracing 
of good? We muſt indeed confeſle, 
that theſe grave precepts , theſe excel- 
lent rules, however in general] knowne 
and preſcribed, were yet notwithſtan- 
ding , when they came particularly to 
be applyed , oftentimes little uſed or 
made good by the praQiſe of their 
owne Anthors ; ſuch was that over- 
ruling power of Paſſioz in the ſtricteſt 
Profeſſors , that ſome of them have 
lived in the common practice of thoſe 
vices Which their judgements othere 
wiſe have diſallowed z as we may read 
concerning Ariſtotle , then whom no 
one hath more commended chaſtity; 
and yet ſo little did he obſerve his own 
rules , that he would faine make a 
Geale(ſe of his impure ſtrumpet, and ſo 

" Canomae 
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Canonize his owne luſts. Who writ 
more divinely concerning the con- 
tempt of the world then Sexeca ? and 
yct who a greater worldling ? who 
more covetous then himſelfe ? as both 
Tacitus and Swetonins note of hims 
Who ſeemed better furaiſhed with 
Morall principles then Zeno and Socra- 
zes ? and yeteven they to little obeyed 
them, that they relapſed into unnatu- 
rall laſts, as P/ztarch and Laertias ob- 
ferve of them, and as Saint Pa#x/ of 
other Gezti/es in the latter end of this 
Chapter . Wherefore it will not be a- 
miſle , now 1n the third place, (o en» 
quire, whether or no this Light of Na- 
rzre be ſufficient unto [a/vartione or, 
whether one may be ſaved by this 
{:o%t of nature without faith in Chriſt ? 
This ſaith our CMonnacxre,in the firſt 
of his Eccleſiaſticall Apparatus, 1s the 
opinion of many of the Fathers, Cle 
mens Alexandrinus , faſtin Martyr, 
Cyril of ilexauaria, and others whom 
he there reckoneth up : how ever this 
ime Author ſhowes the contrary opi= 
nioa of moſt of the reſt; and ſure I am 
that 
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that eAuſtinin many ofhis bookes de 
Croitate Dei, 1s 3S1inſt them, and ſo 
are moſt of the Schoolmen, the Modern 
eſpecially , together with moſt of the 
Popiſh Doors and Proteſtant refor- 
mers, But to omit the citation of their 
words, which you may elſwhere find, 
that Imay accordins to the judgment 
and ſenſe of the beſt divines briefly and 
clearly ſtate the point, I ſhall pres 
miſe theſe foure things. 

I. That the ignorance of Chriſt 
cannot in it ſelfe excuſe a man, and 
free him from damnation . There is a 
twofold ignorance you xnow, either 
14r4, when a man is ignorant of what 
heis bound to know; or fa#; , when 
he is onely ignorant of ſome particular 
circumſtance of what is done:this }atter 
may excuſe, as appeares in the caſe of 
eAbimelech; Gen. 20,6, the former 
doth not; and therefore God having 
revealed his will in the Scriptures con- 
cerning himſelfe and Chriſt, every 
man upon forfeiture of his ſalvation, 
was and is bound to know it. As ifa 
Prince ſhould publiſh a Proclamation 
Out 
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out ofa man's hearing , and in his abs 
ſence, 'tis not his ablence, or the not 
hearing thereof that can exempt him 
{rom puniſhment, if he diſobeyes it. 

2. Secondly , that there are,& ever 
have beene moſt of the Geyri/cs utter» 
ly deſtitute of any knowledge of 
Chriſt ; and that whether it be an ex- 
Plicit , diſtin , particular knowledge 
of him , and his offices , or an implicit 
onely and generall, concerning the 
rruth and [ubſ;fence of ſuch a Saviour : 
and therefore the incarnation of Chriſt 
is Called a» hidden myſtery to former 
Ages, Col. I. verſe 26. and Saint Pan 
calls thoſe times before Chriſt , the 
rimes of ignorance, Aft.17,30. 

3, Thirdly, that the knowledge of 
Chriſt, and faith in him, is every way 
neceſſary unto falvation ;3 zeceſſary as 
the onely meanes for the obtaining of 
It, for there is no other name given nn- 
der heaven , whereby Wwe muſt be ſaved, 
AF.4.2.and zeceſſary by vertue of the 
injundion and poſitive command of 
God, for this is his Commanadement, 
that we ſhonld believe on the _— 
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his Sonne Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Foh, 3. 23. 

4. Fourthly, that God may inſtill 
oftentimes this faith into the hearts 
of many by meanes altogether un- 
knowne unto us, and therefore that 
we ought not altogether to deſpaire of 
the ſalvation of ſuch Gent:i/es, who 
have endeavoured in their life time to 
follow the lights and diQates of righe 
reaſon, I ſpeake not this, as if God 
were bound 10 beſtow faith or ſalvati- 
on upon ſuch men, but onely to mag- 
nifie the #x/earchable riches of his 
Aercy.And to gaine a more charitable 
conſtrucion upon our following con«= 
cluſion , theſe things then being pre- 
miſed, we aſlert the negative part of 
the queſtion, and ground this conclyu.. 
fion, namely, that no Gentile living aud 
dying withont faith in Chriſt can be ſaved 
by walking according to the light of 
nature . 

The truth of this may,firſt, appeare 
by conſidering the imperfeRion and 
worthleſneſſe of their beſt ; naturall 
workes and vertues. We do not deny 
ail manner of reward or protit _ 
uch 
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ſuch Gentiles who lived more vertu- 
oully then others ; for beſides the pre- 
ſent tranquility of Conſcience they 
enjoyed in this world, like enough 
their torments may be more tolerable 
in the next : but this wee may ſafely 
ſay, that the ſtricteſt of them either 
in life or profeſſion could never ful- 
fill the law, and ſo conſequent- 
ly never attaine unto ialvation. 
For there never hath been any more 
then two wayes unto heaven, either 
by the Zaw, or by the Goſpel! ; but 
as for the Law, it was impoſlible for 
them to fulfill ir,and as for the Goſpel, 
t'is ſuppoſed in the queſtion that they 
never believed it. 1 know very well, 
that there have been many who have 
Son about to {anomze the Gentiles 
for their excellent vertues; amongft 
whom 15 Zaingliwy of latter dayes, and 
ſome of the Fathers of old : but cere 
tainly had they weighed even their 
beſt Adions in the balance of the 
Sanctuary, they had found them ligh- 
ter then vanity it ſelfe. There are 
two things (as I conceive) mainly con- 

fiderable 
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ſiderablein every action, the principle 
from whence it proceedes , and the 
end unto which it is direQed;now both 
theſe in the Genri/es were carnall , and 
not the leaſt way acceptable to God: 
for as for the Principle and fountaine 
of their actions t*was fleſh, br fl-/b and 
blond can never inherit the Kingadome of 
heaven, 1Corg 15. SO. And that which 
z5 borne of the fleſh 1 fleſh, John 3. 6. 
And as for the end of their Actions, 
t'was uſually ambition and hope of 
praiſe, or covetouſneſſe and hope of 
reward. And this was the righteouſs 
neſle of the Phariſees, and yet our Sa- 
viour faith except our righteouſne(ſe 
exceed the righteouſneſſe of the Scribes 
and Phariſees, we ſhall in 0 Wiſe enter 
into the Kingaome of Heaven, Mat: 5« 
20, Tistheend that makes the AQi- 
on Good or Bad. Almeſgiving ates 
rially and in it ſelfe conſidered is a 
good at, but then being performed 
by a Phariſee, for a bad end, it became 
evill: and fo likewiſe the- Vertuous 
Actions of the Genri/es may according 
to their outward matrer be Morally 
| 00d, 
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go0d, when as if we conſider either 
the Principle from whence they pro= 
ceeded, or the End unto which they 
were directed, they were but at the 
beſt Splendida peccata, handſome and 
well dreſt ſinnes, and therefore net= 
ther ex congruo, as ſome of the Armi- 
»ians and Papiſts hold, leading unto 
further Grace, nor at all Acceptable 
intheeyes of God. 


Secondly, this may further appeare-_ 


by conſidering the neceſſity of Faith 
unto ſalvation. For if it be true, 
that without faith it is impoſſible to 
pleaſe God, Heb, 11.6. and if it be true 
alſo, that this onely 1s life eternall to 
know God and Jeſus Chriſt whom he 
hath ſent, oh. 17. 3- Then doubthleſle 
are thoſe in a very ſad condition who 
never ſo much as heard of this Azthor 
of Salvation, this Chriſt,in whom only 
God is well pleaſed. And however 
ſome men urge, that there is no ſuch 
neceſlicy for the Gentiles believing, bes 
cauſe it was impoſſible for them thus 
to believe, having had heretofore 
no incomes or way to come to the 
knowledge 
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fuch poſſibility; for then how came 
Fob and others Gentiles into the pale 
of the Charch:and according to ſome, 
the Law of Nature was ſufficient to 
diſcover unto them a Chriſt; though 
this ſavours too much of Pelagrianiſ- 
mes 

Againe, ſecondly, what though it 
was impoſſible for them barely by 
the light of nature to believe ? yet 
ſhall we tax God of tying his crea- 
tures to impoſſibilities? certainly we 
cannot; for ir was not Gods fault but 
mans, who by his ſiofull fall contra» 
Red unto himſelfe and his poſterity 
ſuch an iwpoſ/ibility « But I muſt ha» 
ſten . 

Thirdly, this may further be made 
g00d unto- you, by conſiderins the 
vaſt diſproportion and enmity that 
is betweene a Naturall underſtanding 
and Spirituall Myſteries, The naturall 
man y ſaith the Apoſtle, receiveth not the 
not the whinges of the ſpirit of God, for 
they are (piritually diſcerned, 1 (orin. 

D 2.14. 
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2:14, 5 Sexe, tis, fay ſome expoſitors 
from the narrowneſle and incapacity 
of the intelleive faculty to receive 
thoſe zz 74 @rivuar©& 75 Oc, In the text 
indeed they are faid to know the 
things of God but not the things of 
the ſpirit of God; and good reaſon to 
for it, for as water can aſcend no higher 
then juſt the ſpring or fountaine from 
whence ic is derived,even ſo the know. 
ledge which flowes from the light of 
Naturecan mount no further,then into 
thoſe things which are proportioned 
and levell with the ſame light.Should 
youtell a Pagaz of three diſtin per- 
ſons united in the ſame nature, of an 
Tnfinite God wrapt up and cloyſterd 
in Fizite humane fleſh, of being twice 
borne before he can become a child of 
God; would he not (think you) rather 
laugh ar, then believe the diſcourſe, 
and iuppoſe you rather went about to 
puzzle then inftrat him> Doubr- 
leſſe a Bat may as ſoone face the Sun 
at noone day, or a purblind man read 
the ſmalleſt print at a miles diſtance, 
as a Carnall mancan dive into, or diſ- 
3 nr 
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cover ſuch abſtruſe, ſublime 27yſteries. 
'Tis the Word alone and ſpirit of God 
that unlocks unto us theſe hidder 
things ef God, which blockiſh nature 
can never underſtand, much lefſe dif- 
cover. And therefore when Pal 
ſpoke unto the Athenians concerning 
- the ReſurreRion, the text {aith ſome 
of them mocked, and the ſame Apoſtle 
inthe 1 Cor 7. 2, faith the Goſpell was 
unto the Grethes fooliſhneſſe : even the 
moſt learned of the Gezti/es counted 
theſe »yſteries ridiculous and abſurd 
things. Unto theſe reaſons I might 
adde many more, and anſwere ſome 
objeRions, but I am afraid I ſhould 
be tedious , Give me leave now bur in 
a word or two particularly to apply of 
this point unto our ſelves, what hath 
been Dodcrinally ſpoken as touching 
the Gentiles, and fo I ſhall conclude. 

Firſt: then this ſhould make us be» 
wiile the ſad loſle we ſuſtained by 
eAadams eApoſtacy ; us I ſay, for we 
areall by nature Gentiles, neither 1s 
there any man borne a Chriſtian, 
As then when the ſanne is jn a very 
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oreat Eclipſe, every man is apt to be 
ſtrut with horrour and Amazement, 
ſo likewiſe when we conſider, how 
ſtrange an Eclipſe this primitive glori- 
0:4 light hath ſuffered through (nne, 
we ought to be ſmitten through with 
Sreife, and ſeriouſly to bewaile the 
cauſe of it, When a man Jooketh 
upon the Venerable ruines of ſome 
ancient, ſtately edifice, how apt is he 
to weepe and melt over its deſolations? 
And ſhall! Man, that admirable fabrick 
and Maſter-peice of his Creatour, 
fall into ſuch confuſion and darkneſle, 
and wee be inſenſible of his ruines,and, 
as Nero once did upon Reome, looke 
merrily upon his deſtrution? Cetr- 
tainly , were not a man wholly Engul- 
phedin carnall pleaſures , were not 
his heart fo deeply ſteeped in worlds 
ly delight, he would ſometimes let fall 
a teare or two upon the ſad reliques 
of his Primitive Glory, and miourne 
over his former happineſſe, now en- 
toumbed in nothing bur Miſery and 
Darkneſſe. For doubtleſſe sreat 
matter there will be of ſorrow unto 
Us 
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us , to ſee that glorious fabrick 
and beautifull Image of God ſullied 
over with finne and vuglineſſe ; that 
Underſtanding which is the candle of 
the Lord, Prov. 20. 27. Now ſo over- 
charged with ignorance, unbeliefe 
and falſhood; with ignorance, in being 
not able to fathome either naturall 
Cauſes or ſapernaturall myſteries ; 
with unbeliefe, in its backwardneſſe 
to aſſent unto ſuch rhings which are 
beyond the reach of purblind nature 
and with falſehood, in its miſappre» 
hending and misjudging the truths 
of God; to ſee likewiſe whar rebel- 
lious tumules and diſorders there are 
in thoſe «4fe#iozs, which Originally 
were quietly ſubordinated unto the 
dicates and gnidance of Reaſon, how 
madly they caſt off the reins, and 
ruſh into ſinne, asa horſe ruſheth into 
the battle; how wildly they rage and 
Tyrannize over the diſcurſive rationall 
facultie,either bribing it to aſſent unto 
ſuch things which upon deliberation 
it muſt needs diſapprove off, or elſe 
violently tugging and haling is to 
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give way unto the Execution of them. 
To conlider alſo how that {onſcience 
which primitively did enjoy a ſweet 
eranquillity and peace, is now laſhed 
with the guilt of Size, affrighted with 
the glarings and preapprehenlions of 
H:ll fire,yea and become a very woguce 
aux» a bugbearz unto us, a ſpeculum 
and lookingglaſſe to reflect unto us 
both our Temporall and Ecernall mi- 
ſery.l misht here make an Anatomy of 
the whole man, and ſhew unto you 
how in every part and faculty of the 
ſoule that Gloriozes Light, which God 
Originally imprinted in our firſt pa- 
rents, is now dimme and almoſt quite 
extinguiſhed through (inne, ſuch 1s the 
ſtrange malignity of it to deface and 
blurre the cleareſt Characters of God 
and Goodneſle in man. And there- 
fore it ſhould mightily humble every 


one of us, when we conſider, that the 


Light whereby we primitively were 
direted unto Heaven, and ſo ſweet a 
communion with God himſelfe,its now 
ſo obſcure in us, that we are faine to 


grope after him in the darke, with 


whom 
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whom before we had ſo familiar Acs 
quaintance. And then it ſhould cauſe 
us to pray unto God, to enlighten 
our minds, to repaire this decayed 
Iampe with the Oyle of his Grace, 
that we may be enabled to ſeeke after 
him in the way that he will be found, 
tc bring us ont of darkueſſe into his mare 
wullous light; out of the darkneſle of 
!Suorance, that we may rightly ko 
hin and Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent; 
out of the darkneſle of errour, that 
we may know the truth, and 4iſcerne 
thinges that differ; and out of the dark- 
neſlſe of unbeliefe, that believing on hin 
We may not ſee death,but have everlaſting 
tife . 

gy" now, ſecondlyg as we ought to 
be humbled in the ſenſe of this our 
great loſſe, ſo ought we likewiſe, ſince 
God hath manifeſted it unto us, and it 
is his gifc, to be thankfull for the re- 
mainders and ſparks of this Zight that 
now remainein us: for whereas God 
might have wrapped us up in eternall 
darkneſſe, and have made us as brutiſh 
and irrationall as the Beaſts we for 
- D4  merly 
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merly had dominion over, yet fuch 
was his goodnefle co us, that inthe 
middeſt of judgements he remembred 
mercy ; and chough by reaſon of (inne 
he might have deprived us of the very 
foot-ſteps and reliques of Natmralt 
Goodne(ſe , yet hath it pleaſed him til 
to lend us ſo much light, as may be a 
witneſle unto himſelte, and a Pole-ſtar 
as it were, to direc us in the paths of 
Goodneſſe and Civility. Admirable 
hath beene the effeRts which even this 
light hath produced from meere natus 
rall men ; thoſe -ationalt di/conrſes,and 
deep ſearchings into the bowels of na- 
ture, thoſe ſublime and raiſed ſpecula- 
tions in things Philoſephicall, thoſe 
rare examples ofg7 emperazce, Sobriet), 
and 7aftice , and what not ? among{t 
the very Heathens,thoſe curious inven- 
tions of efrts and Sciexces,their civill 
deportment , and exa& conformity un- 
co the lJawes and conſtitutions of their 
Superiours, What are all theſe, I fay, 
and many of the Jike nature, bat pros 
duQs and rayes of this Light > Buc 
n0w as water , the farther it is from 
L, the 
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the fountaine, the leſle pure and whol- 
ſome is it , ſo that ſtrength of Reaſon 
in the Heathen Philoſophers, by how 
much the more it wanders from God 
the Authour of it, by ſo much the 
more deadly and poyſononus was it un- 
ro them . God did manifeſt unto the 
Gentiles many uſefull and excellent 
things, but ſaith the Apoſtle,zhey glori- 
fied him not as God , neither were thanks 
full, but became vaine in their Imaginas 
tions,and their fooliſh heart Was darkned. 
Marke the evill fruits of unthankfnl- 
neſſe, they did not acknowledge the 
Author of theſe gifes in them,and what 
followed ? they became Yaize in their 
reaſonings, or diſputations, when God 
did once leave them anto their owne 
braines , wherennto they aſcribed all 
their learning, What (illy,fimple con= 
cluſions did they frame concerning 
him >? ſome, even of their wileſt, de- 
nying his Providence , others againe 
thinking, forſooth , that the manage- 
ment of the world would be too great 
a labour for Oe Gad, devided the 
burden betweene 2£u/titndes of them, 
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Zapiter, Pluto, Neptune , and I know 
not whom of their owne ſtamp. and 
makings : ſo ſtrangely was their reaſons 
infatuated , that though zhey profeſſed 
themſelves ro be wiſe , yet they became 
fooles , and changed the glory of the in- 
corruptible God, &c. Wherefore it 
mightily concernes every one of us in 
ſpecial], whom God hath advanced 
above the rude and ignorant multi= 
tude, to aſcribe all our parts and lear- 
ning unto God, as the Author of every 
gooa and perfet gift ; who as he can 
inſtill the greateſt Knowledge into the 
dulleſt piece of earth , ſo can he infas 
tuate and deſtroy the Wiſ/dome of the 
Wiſe, and bring to nothing the unatrſtan= 
ding of the pradent'. Let not then the 
wiſe man glory in his Wiſedome . Alas, 
without Gods b{eſling *will prove un- 
to him , as one ſaith , but as the preti- 
ous ſtone 1a a toad's head, rather a 
diſeaſe then an ornament ; andashe 
{aid fallly of Pan! , we may fay truly 
of many men, that much learning hath 
made them mad: for there may be a 
kind of rationall madneſſe; a man may 
cnn 
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cam ratione inſanire , and that when 
being unthankfull unto God for what 
he hath, he makes his learning the 
fuell of his pride, and ſo by his reaſon 
argueth himſelfe into hell. Remember 
the miſerableend of Herod, a wiſe and 
eloquent man without doubt, for ſuch: 
did the plaudit of the people after his 
oration proclaime him to be; and yet 
be was eaten up of wormes , Why? be- 
caule, ſaith the Text , he gave not God 
the glory , We are aptto alcribe all our 
wit and learning unto our owne rea- 
ſons and inventions , but take heed, 
Ged reſiſtketh the proud ; he can by one 
blaſt of his diſpleaſure enfeeble and 
weaken the powers of the foule, beſott 
and infatuate the ſtrongeſt judgement, 
befoole and benumme the quickeſt 
wit ; hecan ſend an Apoplexy upon 
thee, to take away thy Memory , as 
Plizy ſomewhere [reports of eſſala 
{orvinws, that after a (ickneſſe he for- 
got his owne name; he can lay aſleep 
our underſtanding ina Lethargie, yea 
he can in the middeſt of our pride and 
unthankfalneſle diſſolve into aa 
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by a ſudden death all our arts and 
learning, and then where is the wiſe * 
where is the Scribe? where 1s the diſpu» 
ter of this world ? 

3. The conſideration of that know- 
ledge of God and thoſe morall vertues 
in the very Genti/es, ſhould ſhame and 
reprove many amongſt us, who, even 
amidſt the glorious Light of the Holy 
Goſpell , do fall farre ſhort of them. 
There are many (men , even in the 
Chriſtian world, who , outof a certain 
proud curiolity, and damnable Scepri- 
ciſme, will call into queſtion the very 
being of God, and thinke they are 
then more learned, when they contra- 
diRt the unanimous conſent and cur- 
rent of all men : and there are others 
apaine, who, out of an affected kind 
of efrhiiſme , and that they might 
better practiſe their impieties , do en- 
deavour to ſuppreſſe and ſmother all 
thoughts ariſing in them of God , Pro- 
vidence, Reſurre&tion , Heaven, and 
Hell. The former of theſe you may 
rerme the Specalative, the latter the 
Prafticall 4theiſt , then whom, faith 
Pics 
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Picus Mirandula, there is no greater 
monſter in the world. The Sceprici/me, 
or rather eAthei/me of the one, their 
owne conſciences in this world may 
undeceive, the flames of Hell in the 
next will more fully reſolve; the des 


- ſperate wickednefle of the other, if un- 


repented of, muſt expet by ſo much 
the ſeverer cenſure of Gods wrath , by 
how much the light they fin againſt is 


' the greater . For tell mee thou wretch, 


whoſoever thou art, what Hell, whae 


| flames ſball be prepared for thee ? 


when an Ethnick. Cato ſhall come and 
plead before that dreadfull Tribuzall, 


' his equity and juſtice, and thou a 
' Chriſtian Magiſtrate ſhall be arrai- 


Sned for thy partiality and wrong dea= 


|: Iins: when a Pl/aro ſhall preſent bes 


' fore God his ſtudiouſneſſe and tempes 
* rance, and thon a (hriſtian Scholar 


ſhalt be condemned for thy Idleneſſe 
and drunkenneſle; when a Sroick ſhall 


i ſtand before the throne with his pres 


ciſeneſſe and ſtria living, and thou 2 
Preteſtane ſhalt ſhake in the appre- 
henſions of thy former looſeneſle 
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and irregular walkings, What ſhall 
I ſay? when a poore Heathen, who 
had nothing but the dimme inuffe of 
naturall light to dire&t him, ſhall be 
pronounced more righteous the thou, 
who haſt lived many yeares together 
under the bright beames and furſhine 
of the Goſpell of Jeſus Chriſt. Be 
afraid then and confounded ye ſinners 
in Z:0», you that dare fo audaciouſly 
to commit thoſe ſianes under the glo- 
rious aſpet of the Goſpell, which 
thoſe who had bur the faint g/impſes 
of the Deity would have ſtartled at. 
Be aſhamed that any man ſhould 
have occafion to cry out, O Holy Ss 
crates, Holy Plato,and O Deviliſh {hri« 
ſtian,O wicked Proteſtant.Our engage= 
ments are now-greater to ſerve God, 
and our accounts will therefore be 
more heavy if we diſobey him: zhe 
termes of former ignorance God wins 
kedat , but nowthe axe u laid to the 
root of the tree. Every tree therefore 
that bringeth not forth good fruit , 
ſhall be hemen downe and caſt inte the 
fire, 
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| \ 4. Fourthly and laſtly , the cenfi- 


deration of the Inſufficiency of this 
Light of nature to ſave the Gentiles, 
ſhould ceach us, Firſt, everlaſtingly to 
admire and adore the unfathomable 
judgments of God unto theſe Gentiles 
of old, who ſuffered them to walke in 
their own wayes, without any glimpſes 


, or knowledge of a Saviour, that we 


might tremble at his deep ſtupendious 
diſpenſations towards theſe poore ſin- 
ners , and for ever extoll his mercies 
towards us , in reſerving us unto ſuch 
Slorious times as theſe of the Goſpell 
are, wherein the Myſteries of Chriſt are 
not ſo much as muffled vp in Types 
and Figures as among the ewes, much 
leſſe wholly wrapt up in darkneſſe,and 

kept totally undiſcovered, as they 
were from the Geyriles 3 but every 
where gloriouſly diſplaid and unfold- 


_ ed before oureyes. And ſecondly , it 


may teach us, that neither Learning 
nor CIorall Honefty can imply in 
themſelves, conduce any thing unto 
ſalvation; for both theſe the Gentiles 
had in a very eminent manner, and 
yet 
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yet for ought we know they may be 


now frying in the flames of Hell. 


Firſt then, not learning; could a man 
with Solemon dive into the nature of 
all things, even from the talleſt Cedar 
to the loweſt ub, could he ſpeake in 
as many Languages as ever the ſeverall 
builders of Bab«l/ did,- or did all the 


naturall wiſdome of men and Angels 


concenter and meet in him, yet by 
all theſe he is no nearer ſalvation 
then a begper, or an Acour dreſt in 
Royall apparell is unto a throne: 
Seurgunt indoQti, &Cc. t'is a common but 
true ſaying : literate ignorant men 
doe oftentimes riſe up and carry away 
the Crowne of glory, whileſt we with 
_ all our learning (inke deeper into des 
ſtcugion, Doubtleſle, if NN aturall A- 
bilities could availe any thing unto 
falvation, thoſe infernall damned ſpi- 
_ rits had long fince reobtained their 
Heavenly ſtations; who yer, notwith- 
ſtanding all their primitive created 
wiſdome, or their now experimental! 
acquired knowledge, are, by reaſon of 
their ſinne, bound in chaines of = 
na 
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nall darkneſſe, and are there ſtill re« 


+ ſerved unto the judgment of the great 


day . T doe not come here to declaime 
againſt Humane Learning ; Freinds 
(1 ſuppoſe) it will find many, even 
in this our age; Enemies 1 am ſure it 
hath none, but the ignorant; yer this 
we may ſafely ſay, that without Grace 
ris but enmity againſt God, ſo far 
namely,from attaining Heaven that it 
rather makes a man an inſtrument 
and weapon of Hell , and Marſhals ſin 
(as 1 may fo ſpeake) in battle array 
againſt God, For unleſle it be duely 
tempered and correted with Grace, 
there is I know not what ſecret poyſon 
and malignity in it, quo:zy as the Ape.- 


file expreſleth it, r (or. 8, 1. to inflate 


and puffe men up, to Avocate and 
rake off the mind from heavenly me- 
Citations, to bewitch and enſnare the 
heart with the name of applauſe & cre- 
dit of the world ; to throw the braine 
into ſtrange contrivances and exceſlive 
cares and turmoyles, how to preſerve 
our reputation, how to riſe and grow 
Sreat in the world, how to promote 
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FaQion and Intereſt, how, finally, to 


pleaſe men rather then God, Where-. 


as on the other (ide,there may be no 
greater Promoter of Gods Glory then 
a Sanitificd Schollar;for as ina Picture, 
though the dark obſcure Colours do 
adde no reall worth unto the more O- 
rientall and bright ones, yet they ſerve 
ro commend & ſet them forth; in like 
manner , though the ſupernaturall 


' Bifts & graces of God may perhaps be 


nothing bettered by Humane Learning, 
yet;concurring in the ſame perſon, they 
mutually adde luſtre, & Ornament to 
one another, Who a more meeke and 
pious man then <CIofes ? and yer 
he was Learned in all the Learning 


of the Egyprians, Who more Zealous 


and fervent in the cauſe of God then 
Paul? and yet he was brought up at 
the feet of Gamalicl, The ſumme of 
all i5this, N atarall Abilities ſublima- 
ted and refined by Grace may much 
advance Gods Glory and our owne 
ſalvation, but without faith, and in 
themſelves, they cannot bring us one 
Rep forward in our way to Heaven, 
nor 
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nor ſet us above che pitch of Heas 

thens,Genti/cs,meere Naturall men. 
And as Learning and Natural! A- 
bilities cannor, ſo neither can Horall 
Honeſty or civill life lead us in them- 
ſelves unto heaven. Acivill carriage 
a mild and humble behaviour, cempe- 
rance in dyer, abſtinence from out- 
ward groſle aQs ot Vice, are things 
very commendable in themſelves , as 
tending much to the advancement 
of Humane Society, to the removing 
of ſcandals among(t Brethren, and ro 
the avoiding of cemporall jadgments: 
but then theſe and other thelike ver- 
tues,if they may be ſo termed, a Cato, 
a Scipio,a meere Gentile may have,and 
yet be in a damnable Eſtate. Though 
a picture be never ſo exquiſitely and 
curiouſly drawne ,, ,yet it is ſtill bur 
a piture,withoat life, ſenſe or motion; 
and ſo though a man come never ſo 
neare a Saint in outward appearance, 
yet he is but a man, dead in finne, and 
without the life of Chriſt. There 
may be in fome men Politick and 
Secnlar Ends to bias them in outward 
E 2 goodneſle, 


dns | 


(52) EO 


go0dneſſe, there may be in others 
Carnall Feare to reſtraine them from 
evill, there may be alſo a kind of cone 
formity to the Preſent faſhion of Religi- 
on,which may put a man upon a mo- 
roſe behaviour, upon ſuperficiall and 


outward adts of piety: but then are not. 


all theſe theirRighreonſneſſes think you, 
as filthy ragges? when as they neither 
proceed from a right principle, the 
ſpirit of life; nor are performed in a 
right manner, neither in ſincerity, nor 
true obedience; nor direted unto a 
good end,the Glory of God,and edifi= 
cation of their neighbours. So then 
from hence we may learne, that neither 
the Heathen, norany elſe can attaine 
unto Heaven by-gll their Learning, 
Ver.tes,Morall Honeſty or Goodneſle 
whatſoever . 
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For the inviſible things of 9im from the 
creation of the World, &c. 


= Hus much ſh1ll ſuffice 
TF FW to be ſpoken concers 
ning the /ight of Na» 
ture: from this verſe 
we ſhall ſhew you the 
knowledge we bave of 
God from the Creatunt. Where you 
have, 
r. Firſt, the obje& knowne,arid chat 
either generally ſer. downe , the #nvis 
[ible things of him, or more parcicular- 
ly explained , even his erernall power : 
and Godhead . Thoſe inviſible things of 
God are his eternal! power and Gods 
head . 
2+ Secondly, here is the time when 
theſe i2vi/ible things began to be 
knowne. 
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knowne from the creation of the Worlds 
3. Thirdly , becauſe all knowledge 


1s originally founded in the Senſes , 


here 1s the outward inſtrument, the 
fight, are clearly ſcene , and the inward 
inſtrument whereby we attaine this 
knowledge , the underſtanding, being 
z1nderftood. And becauſe no objeRt # 
ſe, much lefſe 7zwiſible things, can be 
ſeen without ſome medium to conveigh 
ir unto the organ, you have here, 

4. Fourthly, the Species, ( as I may 
ſo ſpeake) or meanes by which we 
come to ſee theſe :nvifphl# things, the 


Creatures , are clearly ſcene and undero 


flood by the things that are made. 
5. Fiftly and laſtly, here is the end 
why God did thus manifeſt this knows 
ledgeunto them, viz.that they ſhould 
be without excuſe. For the inviſible 
things, &c, In the former verſe the A- 
poſtle ſhewes that the Genri/es mighr 
know God by the Light of Nature, 
and leſt they ſhould pretend that not 
to be ſufficient, he confirmes it by 
the outward teſtimony of the crea- 
Cures in theſe words, for the invi/ible 
things, 
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things of him, &c, *Tis true, God is 
wrapt up in ſuch a glorious light, that 
no created eye is able to behold him, 
nay the Seraphims themſelves are ſaid 
t cover their faces with their Wings, as 
dazled with that glory and luſtre chat 
beames from him ; and how, may the 
Gentile ſay , can we ſeethis God who 
dwelleth in inacceſſible light ? How can 
we blear-eyd wormes ſee him, Who zz 
zuvifible ? why ſaith Saint Pay/, theſe 
are vaine pretences, for the invi;ble 
things &c. Alas ! you can looke no 
where about you, but you may ſee this 
in9ifible God + each creature reads a 
Divinity Lefare unto you , and may 
catechize you in the knowledge of his 
eternall power and Godhead: Tz 5 dvgg7% 
5% ©z3,for the inviſible things of Godli &-c. 
By which we muſt not , as Origen did, 
anderſtand eLgels , for the Gentiles 
might by the light of Nature, and by 
rationall diſcourſe and reſolution of 
one cauſe into another , have gathered 
that there was a God, and yet for all 
that be ignorant of Axpels, as being 


creatures in themſelves not any wiſe 
ſabjeq 
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fubjet unto ſenſe, from whence their 
knowledge was deduced:neither could 
they clearly underſtand either the na- 
ture or being of chem by any ſenlible 
creature. By inviſible things then here, 
we muſt underſtand nothing elfe but 
what the Apoſtle ſets downe « v1z. his 
eternall power aud Godhead : by which is 
meant that continuall Power,by which 
he created, and upheld all things, and 
that incomprehenſible Nature of his, 
or, 25 Muſcalus ſaith, his goodnefle ; 
his Power is every where laid open, and 
his Nature may every where be under. 
flood by the things that are maar , Sr 


. #71 7ww5 00.8 3 from the creation of the 
werld . By «79%; £ous here,many will | 


have ſignifhed the creature of the 
world , and fo they will read it, for the 
inviſible things of him , the creatures of 
the world, are clearly ſeen, c, And this 
miſtake ( as I ſuppoſe ) gave occaſion 


' to Bernard £0 interpret it of man, as 


being call'd creature a7? 320 dv, Mark. 
16. 15. Gce ye into all the World, and 
preach the Goſpell , #«onTiuncu tevery 
creature , that is, to every man, But 
| doubtleſle, 
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doubtleſſe,neither the opinion of one 
orthe other can here take place; for 
belides that it may make ſome Tauto» 
logy in the wocds, fince that «7s «oe 
ws and @otluarh, the creatures and the 
things that are made will be all one; 
befides this inconvenience, I ſay, the 
drifc of the Apoſtle, and the elſwhere 
uſing of the ſame word for the ctea- 
tion it ſelfe,as dark.10.6. from the ben 
ginning uTio#o; of the creation God made 
them male and female , together with 
the propoſition &?, which uſually 
denotes the date or time from whence 
a thing is deduced, doth make men 
conſent unto our tranſlation \ and ſo 
from the creation of the wor 1d, is nothing 
elſe but that the creatures ever (ince the 
foundation of the world, have alwaies 
proclaimed and ſet forth the glory 
and power of their Creatour. ere 
clearely ſeene , being underſtood, vizuloa 
14Topd mw The HebreWes, ſaith Grotizs 
on the place, do uſually expreſſe both 
the inward and outward ſenſes by the 
terme of ſeeing, ſo that according to 
him, if I miſconſtrue him not, theſe 
two 
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rwo may imply che ſame thing . Bur 


whether they door no it matters not 
much:fure I am that the eFpoſt/e go0s 
ing about. to ſhew by what degrees 
and ſteps we may Naturally come to 
the knowledge of God, it will better 
conliſt with the meaning of him to 
conceive , by xa3gz7a1, to be meant 
the outward Contemplative ſenſe of 
ſeeing, by Vouunyd the inward Diſcur« 
froe Faculty cf the underſtanding . For 
the creatures are firſt offercd to the 
fghr, and from thence are conveighed 
to the underſtanding, which preſent- 
ly muſt needs collet ſome Supreme 
Authour and eMaher of them. The 
beaſts may ſee the creatures, but they 
cannot know God from them, becauſe 
they are void of reaſon; A man ſees,8& 
concludes there is a God from them 
becauſe his pht is improv'd and backt, 
On by an underſtanding . Tots Fothuaa 
by the things that are maat, that is, by 
the whole Creation, Sun, Moone, 
Stars, Water, Earth andall. Some 
by this word underſtand the workes 
of God in generall , and ſo include 
the 
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the workes of Providence as well as 
the workes of Creatioz, which ſenſe, 
ſince it offers no injury to the Text, I 
ſhall make bold to follow, and ſhew 
how as well by the workes of Provs- 
dence as (Teation God may be knowne. 
For that they are without excuſe. *is To 
Z) awuTs5 LYETOAIY NTWS + 0 in the mar- 
gin, that they may be without excuſe, 
which I conceive to be the moſt genu- 
ine and neareſt tranſlation of the two. 
For indeed this :*; 74 here in the Text 
may denote the end for which the 
knowledge of the creatures was manis 
feſted unto the Gentiles, as well as the 
conſequent, or what followed upon 
the manifeſtation of them. But what 
may ſome one ſay ? Doth God give 
knowledge onely to condemne us ? 
doth he manifeſt his creatures unto the* 
Gentiles meerely to make them 5yexcu- 
ſable before him? Wee anſwere 
that the originall and primary end why 
God primitively impreſſed upon man 
the light of nature and the knowledge 
of the creatures, was that thereby he 
might know and worſhip him aright; 
for had man continued in his Created 


(6) Fi 


integrity, theſe two Bookes had beene. 
ſutficienr co inſtruct him in the ſers 
vice of his Maker ; but now man by 
ſinne having defaced-that Glorious I= 
mage of God wherein he was made, it 
was not poſſible for him either by 
the light of Nature , or conduc of 
the Creatures to attaine unto Heaven *. 
there being another new way found 
out to ſave man, even by the Blood 
of Feſws, the two former are made al- 
together ineffeRuall , either to guide 
him in the true 7orſvip of God, or 
inſtruR him in any ſaving knowledge of 
him. Well then, what muſt be the end 
and uſe of them ? they remaine till 
that's certaine, the light of Natare 
Is yet in us, though much blocced, 
the {zeatares in themfelves are as ca= 


pable to guide ns unto God , as es 


ver, though through man's Blinds 
eſſe and /gnorance they are made 
;neffetuall : therefore there muſt 
needs ſtep in another end and uſe 
of them , and that is to ſtop our 
mouthes, and make us void of excuſe 
defore God. Had this light of N4- 


tnre, 


= 


z4re , and booke of the Creatures 
beene never made effectuall unto 
mans ſalvation , the Gerti/es who 
had never any other light, mighc 
very. well plead excuſe; but now 
they being by our owne default be- 
come unavailable, and God being not 
at all bound to beſtow any farther 
light upon any, it comes to paſle that 
the Gentiles being not able to walke 
according to the knowledge they pri- 
mitively had, are left without ex« 
cuſe. So then the Eſſential], Pcimary 
end of the Light of Natare, and the 
Creatares was tO inſtract man in the 
knowledge and true worſhip of God, the 
conſequentiall , if I may ſo terme it, 
and accidentary end is to the intent 
that they may be without excuſe. This 
ſhall ſuffice concerning the words 
themſelves, on which I have been the 
larger , becauſe the Expoſition of them 
may give much light co my enſuing 
diſcoarſe, which ſhall be grounded u« 
pon this propolicion : #12, That God, 
though in his owne Nature inviſible,may 


yet by a Gentile , a meere Naturall man, 
be 
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be reacht unto , and diſcovered in his 
Workes. For the better clearing of this 
Point , it will be convenient to diſtin- 
Suiſh concerning the Xorkes of God, 
which are either ad intra, or ad extra; 
thoſe ad i»tra are ſuch which have no 
other objec then God himſelfe , and 
are eternally bounded within his owne 
nature 3 ſuch as are the Erernall genera- 
tion of his Sonne, and Proceeding of 
the Holy Ghoſt:now as no one know- 
eth the inward workings and contri- 
vances of the mind , fave the /pirit of a 
2a1n,0r he to wham he revealeth them, 
in like manner,there is no one that can 
fathom, or dive into theſe inward eſ- 
ſentiaſll Workes of God, ſave God him- 
ſelfe, or thole to whom his Word hath 
communicated them : nay indeed the 
beſt Saints of God in this their Zarthe 
ly T abernacle, though never ſo much 
enlightened by his Word and Spirit, 
cannot perfetly know, or conceive 
theſe his ineffable zPorkes and Myſtes 
ries, True, they may ſubſtantially and 
in generall know that ſuch X#/orkes 
there be , for they are revealed in his 
Word; 
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Word ; but then the ſtrange manner 
of the Generation of the one, and Pro- 
ceeding of the other, that admirable 


| Energy and divine Reflexion, by which 


he underſtands himſelfe from all Eter- 
nity, they cannot but by Analogy, faint 
reſemblances and conjeRures appre- 
hend : much lefle then can a meere 
Naturall man, a Gentile diſcover and 
trace either God in theſe Forkes , or 
theſe zorkes in God . The ſecond ſort 
of Gods Workes are thoſe ad extra > 
viz, ſuch whoſe effeR is in ſomething 
without himſelfe, or whoſe proper 
ſubjeQ is the Crearare : and theſe again 
are either ſuch which do chiefly cone 
cerne us in another caſe, as the EleQi- 
on of ſome unto ſalvation, and repro. 
bation of other unto damnation, or elſe 
ſuch which immediately concerne eiz- 
ther the Being , or Preſervation of che 
Creatnre in this world ; and theſe pro- 
perly are the Porkes of Creation and 
Providence; & from theſe chiefly(I ay) 
it is, that 2 Natural! man knowes God. 
This we ſhall prove, Firſt, in the Yorks 
Of Creation, Secondly, in the yorkes of 
_ Providence 
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Providence. And firſt we ſhall ſhew in 
Senerall , that the ſ7reatures in them 
ſelves doe every where ſet forth and 
proclaime a God. Secondly, we ſhall 
ſhew by what wayes and meanes the 
{reatures doe thus bring us unto the 
knowledge of God, 

I. Firſt then, that the creatures doe 
every where proclaime a God is mani- 
feſt from Z/al. 19. 1,2,3,4. the heavens 
declare the glory of God, and the firmas= 
ment ſheweth his handy worke,&c. That 
Slorious canopy which we behold a- 
bove us, howeverin it ſelfe mate and 
dumbe, doth yet notwithſtanding ſet 
forth, as it were, unto us a declaration 
of it's Creatour's Power, Goodneſle, 
and Wiſdome: of his power in the 
framing and contriving, ſo excellent 
a ptece;of his Goodneſſe, in ordering 
all it's Motions and Revolutions unto 
the benefit of his Creatures z and of his 
Wiſdome in allotring it ſo commodi= 
ous a poſition and ſtrufure unto the 
performance of thoſe offices, to which 
he hath ordained it: and ſo vez/. 2. 
Day unto day attereth ſpeech, and night 
unto 


m— 
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unto night ſhewerh knowledge t that is, 
doth ſufficiently Diſcipline and Ins 
ſtru&t men inthe knowledge of God, 
ſo that the moſt ſortiſh and rude Gez- 
tile cannot plead ignorance, For what 
though theit Philoſophers alone could 
tell the ſeverall vertues and influences 
Z ofthe Starres, the periodicall motion 
7 of the Sun & Aoon,their juſt Horizons 
3 :a/elevation and depreſſion , and the 
like ; yet day unto day, and night un- 
to night doth ſufficiently ſh2w forth, 
even to the moſt ignorant , who is the 
Authour of this their Succeſſion and 
Revoſution:for ſo the P/almiſt goes on 
verſe 3 4» there ts no ſpeech nor language 
where their voyce 14 not heard, their line, 
Scriptura ipſorum , their Writing #5 gone 
out throughont all the earth , and their 
words to the end of the world. Marke 
here how the Creatares are made the 
precones, as it were of God, the {71ers 
and Heraulds of his glory , Doubtleſſe 
there is a certains kind of dumbeelo- 
quence,even in Inanimate Creatures to 
perſwade men to ſabſcribe unto the 
mighty Greatonr of all things. Where- 

F fore 
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fore 1t was not without ſome cauſe, 
that Hermes an Auncient Philoſopher 
among the Heathexs, catled the world 
the Image of God : for as the coine of 
a King doth repreſent the King whoſe 
coine it is , or as in the: beholding of a 
carious Edifice, we cannot chooſe but 
in it admire the Art and Dexterity of 
the Artificer; in like manner the ad- 
mirable ſtruQure of this neat Vniverſe, 
the curious and ſubordinated diſpoſi- 
tion which one creature hath to ano- 
ther, the exaRt Symmerry and proportis 
on of each part unto the whole , muſt 
needs lead us unto the Creatouy of 
them , and cauſe us to admire the in- 
finite Power and PerfeRion of him, 
who out of nothing could raiſe fo 
glorious a fabrick, As then Protegexes 
at the very fight of a curious picture 
did preſently gueſle it to be the work» 
manſhip of eLZpelles , becauſe he knew 
that none could doe the like; ſo like- 
wiſe in the contemplation of theſe 
Slorious {Features of God , wemay 
ſtraightway conclude him to be the 
eAuthour of them , becauſe they are 
_ beyond 
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beyond the contrivance and art of any 
other ; For there is no finite being 
chat can make or adde one haire unto 
our heads, much leſſe can contribute 
any ſenſe, life, or vicall motion unto 
any thing. Many men indeed, as 
Zenxis, Albertus Magnus , and others 
have endeavoured to imitate the God 
' of nature in his workes, but never 
could any one by all his Apiſh art, 
frame a zatsrall and reall creature : for 
beſides the limitedneſſe of his Nature 
the narrowneſle of his Vnderſtanding , 
the inabilities of him co find out the 
true forme, and peculiar operations 
of all things , there is a certaine ſtubs 
bornefle. and diſobedience ( if I may 
ſo ſpeake) in the matter it ſelfe, 
whereby it ſcornes, as it were, to be 
wrackt and tortured into another 
forme, then what the Soveraigne of all 
things is pleaſed to impreſſe npon 
it . God can out of duſt build a 
man, but t'is impoſſible for any man, 
be he of the moſt exquilite wit, inven= 
tion,and judgment as he will,ever to 
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raiſe the leaſt conremprible Creature 
out of the moſt refined Marter. It 
remaineth therefore that the moſt. 
minute, incon{iderable, leaſt thiog in 

the worid doth proclaime the power 
and greatneſle of a God, and fo conſe» 
quently lead as into the knowledge of 
him in whom all things /ive, move and 
have their being; for as-pricks and quas 
vers in fu/ich do commend the 
cunning of the e45riſt, as well as lou- 
der and longer notes z or as the leaſt 
pinne or wheele in a watch, both by 
its Uſe ard Ornament, doth ſet forth 
the art of the Yatch-makey, even ſo 
the meaneſt and leaſt of Gods creas 
tures doe ſuthciently proclaime the 
Power, Wiſdowe, and Vertue of their 
maker. Hence it 3s that the ſnow 
and haile are by the P/a/miſ# brought 
in praihns of God, P[al/m. 148.8, The 
whole world what is it elſe ſaith Cxſa- 
us but God Paraphaſed and expreſt: 
here is the onely difference berweene 
the ſmaller and greater creatures , 
that in the one, God is ſet forth in 
CharaQters as t'were , in the other , 
in 
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in more great and Capital) Leters, 
But thus much con cerning the 
firſt point, which is to ſhew in ge- 
nerall that God is every where procla» 
med and ſet forth by his Creatzres . 
We ſhall now, ſecondly , ſhew you 
how, and in whar way God maybe 
knowne by his ({reatures . Theodsret, 
faith there be five wayes by which 
we may come to the knowledg of 
God:the firſt is, by conſidering the 
Heavens, the Moone and the Starres 
which he hath ordained, the various 
motions, deſignes,*and influences, the 
rankes and battalies(as T may ſo ſpeak) 
of that Heavenly Hoſt do abundantly 
ſhew that there is ſome Supreme Ge- 
»erall and commander, by whoſe Wiſs 
dome and condud they are thus mas 
naged. His ſecond. way is by conſi- 
dering che Elements below; that the 
wild ragingOcean ſhould not preſently 
overflow the whole face of the ground 
and chat the Earth, naturally the hea- 
vieſt of all ſimple bodies, ſhould yet 
forall that be above the 7arers:doubt- 
leſle this is not from any blind chawace 
F 3 or 
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or fort#ne,but from a God, which ſtil- 
leth the raging of the Seas and mads 
neſle of the Yaves,and who, from the 
creation,for the good & commodity of 
man,gave the Earththe upper hand of 
the Waters, His third way,is from the 
ſtruQure of ans Body; wee neede go 
no further then our ſelves (as you 
ſhall Hheare more at large ) for the 
knuwledge of God: he is the worſe 
of Scepricks, that will deny himſelfe, 
and the truth of his owne being ; and 
he the moſt ignorant of Arheifts, who 
cannot from himſelfe conclude a God. 
4. Fiom the invention of Arrs and 
Sciences, which doubtleſſe are from 
God, as being only the Anthony of 
every good and perfett gift His fifch and 
Jaſt way, is from the {ommand and 
Rule which men have over Other 
Creatures; for doubtleſſe *tis God 
alone and not chance that cauſeth 
beaſts of farre greater ſtrength then 
any man patiently ro ſubm:t unto 
his yoke and dominion. Theſe are the 
five waies of Theodorer by the which 
(faith he)we may come co know _ 
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Bat I dare not treſpaſſe ſo much upon 
you,as particularly to explaine them. 
I ſhall only therefore in generall ſhew 
by what degrees and ſteps, or rather, 
by what kind of workings the unders 
ſtanding may argue from the {'7ea= 
tare to the (reatonr ; and the firſt way 
by which we may thus know God, 
is per viam negation, by denying 8 that 
is, ſuch things co the Creatour, which 
we find to be imperfeQions and de- 
feas in the {7eature; for when a Nas 
t4rall mind ſhall conſider that corrup- 
tion which the Creatare is ſubjeRt un» 
to, thoſe blemiſhes which it is ſullied 
withall, it muſt needs conclude ſome 
higher Being , which is not incident to 
any of theſe. As Errata's and faults 
in Printing doe ſuppoſe a more perfet 
copy, fo likewiſe the imperfeRions and 
defeds of the Crearare , which are as 
it were the very tranſcript of God 
himſelfe, may put us in mind of a 
more Perfet# Originall , and Exatt 
plarforme of all things. The P/almiſt, 
Pſal. 115. 8. faith of Idols , that they 
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| that make them are like unto them, 


'that is, as vaine, mutable, and pe- 
riſhing 25 themſelves : whereby like» 


wiſe it unplyes on the contrary, that 


the true God 1s not like unto his 
Creatures 1n any ſuch reſpect ; be- 
cauſe they all participating whatſoes 
ver they have of him, and depending 


. on him, are ſubj<Q-ro be deſtroyed, 


and altered according to the pleaſure 
of him that made them , for hath noe 
the Potter power over hu clay? but 
now God being neither ſubje to any 
ſuperiour or inferiour Cav/e, muſt 
needs be in himſelfe Incorrvptible, 
Immateriall and Unchangeable . Ma- 
ny things are in God, which alſo 
by way of «Lzalogie and reſemblance 
are in the Creatares, as Goodneſle, 
Truth, &c. and many things are in 
the Creatures, quatenns (reatures, 
which cannot at all be Predicated,or 
ſpoken of God: ſuch as are Locali- 
ty, Finiteneſſe, a limited power, and 
the like; now as a meere Natural 
man will conclude Poſitively , that 
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there is a God, who is all goodneſle, 
all ecuth , becauſe he ſees the '{7ea- 
tures depending on him, to have- 
ſomething of theſe in him ; ſo like- 
wiſe may he »egatively conclude , that 
there is a God, who is neither Finite, 
of limited Power , or in a Place, be- 
cauſe he ſees theſe to be ImperfeRi- 
ons, and Impotencies in the very 
Creatures. As for example,to explaine 
my meaning , in a curious Pitture 4 
man may not onely diſcover the e- 
minent art of the Limner, but alſo 
Sather, that though it be quatenus a 
Piftare very Exact and Perfed , yet 
that it is withall very much deficient, 
and deſtituce of thoſe perfeRions of 
the LZimner, life, ſenſe, and motion: 
ſo likewiſe though the ('reatare , /ab 
ratione creature , may bein it's kind 
perfe&, yet we may notwithſtanding , 
from it's being a (eature Finite , and 
limited, conclude that there is a God, 


who is not ſubje& to this Finiteneſle, 


and limitedneſſe,bur is an Infinite, In- 


comprehenſible God, Bleed for _ 
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The ſecond way by which we may 
gather that there is a God by the 
Creatures, is per viam cauſalitatts , 
by way of cauſality and influence 
( as I may ſo terre it;) forwhena 
man ſhall looke out into the world , 
and behold the admirable and beauti- 
full Palace , how ſtately it is roofed 
above with an Heaven, every where 
ſpangled and adorned with ſhining 
Pearle- like Starres , how curiovlly *tis 
paved belew with an Earth, alwaies 
teeming with Riches and Varieties, 
how ſtrongly fenced and walled about 
with an O:can full of thoſe ſcaly in» 
habirants, the Fi/þ theieof; when 
we conſider { i fay ) the 7e0r/d with. 
the Glory thereof, we muſt needs ac- 
knowledge ſome one as the Firſt cax- 
ſer of itz and unto whoſe glory, asit's 
oltimate end, it is ordained , even God 
Almighty, From whom and mnto 
whom are all things. As inthe viewing 


of a Clock? , the hammer ſtriking upon _ | 


the bell, leads us unto the next wheele, 
that immediately moves it, this wheele 
unto 
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unto another that moves it alſo,and fo 
we are led ontill at laſt we come toco- 
ſider the Artificer himſelferhat Origi- 
nally cauſed them all thus to move; 
ſo likewiſe from the dependences and 
ſubordinations which one /nferionr 
canſe hath upon another, wee are 
brought to the conſideration of the 


. Supreame Governour and Mover of 


all. 7 ( faith God } will heare the Heas 
tens, and they ſhall heare the Earth , 
and the earth ſhall heare the (orne, and 
the Wine, and the oyle , and they ſhall 
heare Fezreel: Hof. 2. 21, 22. Here is 
the order and concatenation of »fer- 
our Canſes ; 7exreel crying unto the 
corne , and the corne unto theearth, 
the earth unto the heavens , and both 
corne, earth, and heavenscrying and 
leading unto God , You know that 
abſurdities will follow in Philoſophy, 
upon the allowing a progreſſus ad 3n- 
finitum (i. e.) anendlefle rifiog up of 
one Cauſe above another , without a 
x0 ultra, and reſting in one Prime and 
Original one, which may ſtay _ 
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eaſe the mind in it's inquiries and po- 
rings upon che reaſons of things, The 
inconveniences that would follow u- 
pon ſuch a poſition were ( as 1 cons 
ceive ) next unto the L:ght of Nature, 
the maine- ground and motive that 
made the Heathey acknowledge 2 
God: and hence it was too ( as 1 ſup- 
poſe ) that though many amongſt the 
Heathens maintained the World to be 
Eternall, yet they acknowledged with- 
all God as the Cax/e of it : As the Sun 
is the cauſe of l;ght, though hght be 
cocxiſtent with the Sunne. True,there 
we:e ſome few amongſt them , who 
held that God was nor the Cax/e of 
the world , but eLaſtin very well cal. 
led rhis their opinion #xtollerabily er» 
20, 2 moſt intollerable, ſenſeleſſe er- 
rour, as being repugnant to the very 
Light of Nature, and convicions they 
might have from the very Creatures 


themſelves, TI might here enter very - 


pertinently upon a diſcourſe - againſt 
the Eternity of the Forla,but it being 
a buſineſſe of Philoſophy , and beſides 
| having 


% 
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having not had time to weigh and 
debate the matrer in mine owne 
thooghts , I ſhall omit ic, What re- 
maines is this , that God by way of 
Cau/ality, or by our arguing from the 
effe& to the cau/e,may be known in the 
Creatures , The third way by which 
we may know God in his Creatares 
IS per viam eminentie, Which floweth 
from' the ewa former : for becauſe 
God hath not thoſe ImperfeRtions in 
* Being and Operation as his (Treatares 
have , avd becauſe he is the Prime 
{anſe and Mover of all things, there- 
tore it will follow, that he is the moſt 
Per fett Being, that he doth Eminently 
containe whatſoever worth and good- 
neſle is ſcattered in his Creatures : as 
we may argae and ſay , that decauſe 
all lighr chatis in che aire, be it lictle 
or-much,proceedeth from the Sunne, 
and therefore the Sunne hath it in a 
more eminent and excellent degree ; fo 
likewiſe may we conclude, that ſince 
all Power, Goodneſſe, Love, and the 
like, iſſyeth from God unto the Creas 
inress 
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zares , therefore God hath theſe in- 
finitely more excellent in him, then 
the Creatures. Therefore we read that 
in Ged are riches of grace , and trea= 
ſures of wiſdome, and the like 2 Epheſ. 
2. 7. (dl.2.3. 1n the Creature there 
is no Goodneſſe , but what is derivative 
and participated of God , but what is 
dregg'd and allayd with evill, and 
therefore Finite and Limited. But now 
Goodveſſe is Eſſentiall unto God , and 
therefore,as himſelfe,is Infinite, Inde- 
pendent, pure, without meaſure ; and 
therefore as the Sz»e bath for theſe 
many yeares together ſcattered light, 
and influence, dayes and yeares upon 
the world, and yet doth ſtill remaine 
the ſame SX1ve, as fall of light as ever; 
ſo likewiſe, though God from the 
Creation of the world hath not ceaſed 
continually to beſtow , and commu- 
nicate his riches unto his ſeverall 
Creatures, yet he is ſtill the ſame 
God, as Rich in Goodneſſe 3s ever. 
Wherefore doubtleſſe it will come 
to paſle, that by theſe — 
an 
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and faint rayes of Gooaneſſe in the 
Creatures, a meere Naturall man , an 
Heathen may conclude that there is a 
God, in whom ſuch Goodxeſſe dwelleth 
more fully and plentifully. 

And ſo much ſhall ſuffice to be 
ſpoken concernins the ſecond point, 
and the DoQtrinall part of my Text ; 
ſet mee crave your patience now, but 
to winde up all in a word of eppli- 
cation, and fo I ſhall conclude. 

This - ſhould corfute the damned 
eAtheiſts who either in Speculation 
or Praftice doth deny the Being of 
that Dezty, whom theſe creatures doe 
ſo clearly repreſent, and voluntarily 
hoodwinke himſelfe from beholding 
the footſteps of theſe /»fallible things 


Uſe 1. 


of God , in the 7orkes which he - 


hath done; for ſo faith the eLpoſtle, 
2 Pet. 3.5- Thu thy are willingly g= 
norant of , that by the Word of God 
the heavens Were of old, and the earth 
ſtanding out of the waters , Doubrleſle 
thoſe men were wilfully blind , who 
when the Glorious Books of the Crea® 
enres 
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e4res is laid wide open before them , 
can yet notwithſtanding not read the 
eAuthour of them : for looke up un- 
to the Heavens thou Atheiſt, and view 
that Glorious cover, which every where 
attires this Lower world, and then 
cell me, is it not a God that thus 
{peadeth out the Heavens like a curtaing® 
are not thoſe glorious bodies the 
Workes of hu hands ? or thinkeſt thou 
that Chance or Fortune could fo unt- 
formly , for ſo many thouſand yeares 
together , turne abovt that vaſt body 
of the Sunne , which ſo conſtantly , as 
a bridegroome comes ont of hu chamber, 
and rejoyceth ag a ſtrong man torunne 
his courſe > Thinkeſt thou that thoſe 
Starres thou beholdeſt, were ſet a runs 
ning by any kind of Fare? or that they 
throw downe their /»fluences upon us 
by any deligne of their owne, without 
a guidance of Providence? Looke down 
upon the Earth; and tell mee who 
was it that Jaid the foundations, and 
the corner ſtone thereof ? Who was 
it that ; founded it vpon the Flowas ? 
 __ Could 
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Could it be brought to paſle by 
{ hance,or any Confluence Of eAtomes, 
that this little ball of Earth ſhould 
hang up in the aire thus /ymoveable, 
poys'd by it's owne proper weight , 
and not rather yee/eto and fro, and 
ftagger like a drunken man; that the 
wild Ocean doth not challenge the 
upper hand of the Earth, and over- 
flow the ſurface of it; that even the 
Raine fhould ſo ſtrangely aſcend up 
into the Clouds, and there be Bortled 
xp forthe uſe of man: and that there 
ſhould be no meanes,even in the joynt 
Powers of all men, to unſtop thoſe 
bottles, or command the leaſt drop 
from them? From whence come all 
theſe things ? muſt thou not of neceſe 
fity ſay , from ſome Almighty Power , 
who hangeth the Earth upon nothing , 
and who ruleth the raging of the Sea, 
and maaneſſe of the waves, and who 
binaeth up the waters inthe thick clouds, 
aud the cloudes are not rent under them. 
There 1s not a Creature in the world, 
from the higheſt Heaves, to the loweſt 
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hou maiſt not c0- 
E rernall power 


o the earth, 
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ſea ſhall declare uuto thee. Who knoweth 
not that in all theſe the hand of the Lord 
hath wrought this > So we may fay 
unto ſuch men, BY to the [nanimate 
(reatures , and they will teach thee 
God; Soe tO the Vegetatives , and 
'thou ſhalt find that every Herbe pro 
claimes a God ; goe to the Sey/itive 
Creatures, and there thon ſhalt finde 
the yong ravens calling upon him for 
meat , and upbraiding thy damnable 
ſottiſhneſſe , who denieſt him whom 
even they acknowledge: poe , laſtly, 
unto thy felfe , and ſo the very confi- 
deration of that curious art, and cuns 
ning in the contrivance of thy owe 
Body , will lead thee up into heaven, 
and onto a God , and make thee cry 
out with the P/al/mifl, [ am wonderfully 
and fearfully made, marveilons are thy 
workes, Mechinks it might be a norable 
way to convince an Atheiſt, even by 
the ſtructure of his owne Body, and 
inſtead of more ſubtill Arguments , 
to read an Anatomy Lefture unto him: 
for doubttefle , could he be but dis 
ſtinly led through all the Regions 
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thick and muddy, is made to runne 
cleare and ſweet throughout all the 
{onduirs of the Body . To be ſhort, 
were he made acquainted with the po- 
ſition, and ſeverall offices of the cooling 
lungs , the ſeething Stomack, the dying 
Liver, the fertile Wombe , wherein, as 
the Prophet ipeakes, he is ſo curiouſly 
wrought. Beſides theſe, were hee 
| ſhewne the excellent uſe, and admi- 
rable compoſure ofthe Mnſcles, Ar- 
teries, Veines, Bones,Cartilages, and all 
other Organs and parts which con- 
curre to the making up of this Licrle 
World; what thinke you then, would 
this Atheiſt ſay? would he not preſent. 
ly cry out wonderfully, and fearfully am 
1 made , none but the Power of God 
can make theſe, and none but the 
Wiſdome of God can diſpoſe theſe ſo 
made, unto ſo excell:nt uſes, Certain» 
ly, the very conlideration of a Boay to 
neatly joynted and compatted toge» 
ther, ſo rarely concrivedin the mutu- 
all Offices and Helps of each part unto 
the other, ſo well ordered and diſpo- 
GH 3 ſed 
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ſed in every the leaſt Particle and Mi- 
nute fibra thereof , muſt needs raiſe 
a mind not wholly ſhut up in darks 
neſſe , and wiifull ignorance to the con- 
templation of the PoWer and W:i/dome 
of God. 'Twas a notable complaint 
ſomewhere of Galen in one of his 
bookes de uſu partium, that> men 
would be very apt to admire the Art 
and Workmanſhip of a Phidias, or an 
epelles, but then very backward and 
averſe from admiring and conſidering 
of God in this his farre more excellenc 
Worke of Xſan. I feare I may take 
np his complaint in theſe our dayes - 
Many amongſt us do know much of 
the Natzre of the Creatures, and of 
the body of 9an, but then, I feare, 
tis a little vaine diſcourſe and often- 
tation, ora ſatisfaction of our Cxariofi- 
ties that 15 aimed at herein, more then 
the Praiſe and the Glory of God ,, and 
the better concemplating of him in his 
( reatures : Whereas thoſe that pres 
tend unto the ſtudy of Nature , and 
the (7eatares, have moſt reaſon of all 
other 
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other men to be Relzgions, and to 
thinke upon God , becauſe they can- 
not but continually view in them the 
Finger , and Foot-ſteps of God him- 
ſelfe. *'Twas therefore a true ſaying of 
a renowned Stateſman and Scholar of 
. our owne, that a ſmattering of naturall 
Philoſophy inclines men to Atheiſme , @ 
deeper kyowledge thereof brings them 
about to religion : becauſe they better 
knowing the chain and linke of chings 
within themſelves, and the ſeverall 
ſtravpe Natures and Generations of 
them , will the eaſier be led unto God, 
and his providence . Doubtleſle could 
but a good Philoſopher, and a good 
Chriſtian concenter in the ſame Perſos, 
as his P:zecy would much elevate his 
Philoſophy, ſo would his Pbsloſophy 
much confirme and advance his Pzety : 
for certainly a ſerious inſpeRtion into 
the Creatures muſt needs then worke 
much upon his Aﬀetions, and beget 
in him a farther Obedience unto love, 
feare, and admiration of that God, 
whom by experience he finds to be 
the 
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che Authour, Preſerver, and Gover- 
nour of ſo Wonderfull Workes , The 
Booke of the Creatures, indeed, can- 
not alone inſtract us in a Saving know- 
leage of God, but being bound up ( 
together , as it were, with the Books _ 
of the Scripenures, we may ſee in them 
much of God , and learcne much from 
them for the advantage of our Sal 
VAron, | FE, 

3, Thirdly, then we ſhould be ex- | 
horted every one of us to ſtudy God i 
in his workes. 

1. Be exhorted to ſtady him in 
his Creatures; behold a faire Yolnme 
laid open before your eyes, each Le 
2ible Charatter whereof doth no lefle ; 


ſpeake the Intention and Study,then 
Command theAdmiration. To paſſe by 
ſo Excellent Forkes without any confi= , 
deration,will argue a Baſe Srapiatry in 
us,and a baſer { ontempe of Gods glory. 
Shall a P/ay or a Romance,ſhall an Aris 
ftotle,or a Tully take up our MMeaitatio 
en7,0ur dates and nights, and ſhall nor 


the/Yorkes ofGod have our ſpare Hours, 
thoſe 
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thoſe Works, which, being duly confide- 
red, may be as ſo many rounds in 7s 
cobs Ladder to lead us into Heaven, 
and give us a Glimps of that Infinty, 
which Eleare-eyd Natare can never 
ſo well kenne or mount unto?For what 
Seneca ſaid of a A1an,we may ſay like- 
wiſe of all other Creatures, there dwels 
a Godand Divinity inthem;in the mea- 
neſt,namely,of them we may trace the - 
footſteps ofa Deity,and find out him i» 
whom We live, move,and have our being. 
Since then God hath endowed us with 
ſo noble a Seyſe,as our fight is, where- 
by we may clearely ſee thoſe I»nvi/ble 
things of him, and ſince. this Lighe of 
ours is further improved by the eye of 
an wuderſtanaing /oxle, let us not beas 
the P/almiſt cals them, Bruriſh Men that 
know not theſe things: As Beaſts which 


commonly looke upon this Palace and 


no more. But when we view theſe Bo» 
dies of ours, let us endeavour to ſee 2 
God, who covered us in our CMothers 
Wombe, and who ſtill upholdeth theſe 
CMud-wals of clay by the Power of his 
Ward. 
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Word, When we walke into thefeilds 8 
there looke upon the corne, the Herbs 
and the grzſſe, let us meditate vpon the 
God of them , who once faid, /et the 
earth bring forth graſſe, the herb yeilding 
flowers, and the fruit-tree yeilding 
fruit after his kind: anditdidſo; and 
if ſo be God ſo cloth the praſſe of the 
fieldywhich to day 15,and to morrow is caſt 
into the Oven; ſhall he not much more 
cloth thee, O thor of little faith > When 
thou lookeſt up into Heaven,meditate 
upon that God, which ordained the 
Moone and the Stars, aud which maketh 
Ardnrus, Orion, and Pleiades,and the 
Chambers of the ſouth. When thou 
vieweſt any {eature, conſider whoſe 
ſtamp it beares, and whoſe v0odveſſe is 
ſhewne inthe creating and preſerving 
of it: Laſt/y,let us be exhorted to ſtudy 
God in his Forkes of Providence, and in 
his diſpenſations towards mankind; there 
are many,even amongſt us Chriſtians, 
who ſeeing things happen contrary to 
their deſires and Carnall Reaſons, as the 
godly to be dejeted, and the wicked 
advanced, 
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advanced,doe implicitely deny a God, 
or ac leaſt wiſe, with the Epicureans, 
think that he fits idle in Heaven, 
_ withoat any reſpeR or care had unto 
AAankind:whereas,did we not meaſure 
the depth of Gods diſpenſations by our 
owne ſhailow carnall reaſons, we might 
even in the greateſt huddle and conf#ſi- 
0x of things ſee a God, ſteering and 
directing them all to his owne Glory. 
Though then thou ſeeſt (inne every 
where, even in the ſtreets, to abound, 
know alſo that there is noevill in the 
City which the Lord hath not done; 
though thou ſeeſt che ungodly to flouriſh 
like a green bay-tree, and with David 
arc puzled with the conſideration of ir, 
yer with him enter into the Houſe of 
Ged,and then thou ſhale ſee che end of 
theſe men,namely, how that there is a 
God, who ſetteth them in ſlippery places, 
and who onely feedeth them for the 
day of (laughter. 

Well then, ro conclude, both in the 
Workes of Creation and Providence, we 
ought to ſtudy God, becaulc = in 
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them we may read thoſe 5i»vi/ible 
things of him : both of them are as /pe= 
Facles unto us, to help us inthe view- 
ing of this 1»v;jb/e Goazand though 10s 
deed in {rift and in the Scriprnres, 
we may read him farre more diftinly, 
yet ſo long as wee arein theſe our 
Earthly T abernacles, we ought to make 
uſe of theſe Repreſentations of his 
Majeſty, till the time come, when wee 
ſhillnor ſtand in need of theſe /pefta- 
cles, when this glafle of the Creatures 
ſhall vaniſh in the Generall Conflagrati- 
oy of all things, and then we ſhall 
behold him face to face, and enjoy a 
moſt glorious proſpect of his Divinity 
10 thoſe new heavens for evermore, 
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2 Tim. z* I6, 17 


eAll Scripture 1s given 
' by inſpiration ,and is 
profitable for Dorine, 


a” Reproofe, &c. 


D882 EE are now to ſpeak 
\& W/r? fo concerning the per- 
AV2/L2A ſpicuity and perfeRt- 
"NB on of the Scriptures; 
TS\EMJP, concerning which I 
WFYSW ill be more briefe 

* asItoldyou, becauſe they have _ 
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rules for this purpoſe be ſo plainely 
ſer down, that every one concerned 
in ſuch dutys, may be thereby inftru- 
Qed unto holinefſe, the Scriptures 
may be termed the firſt Elementsof a 
Chriſtian, a Child may go to ſchoole 
untothem , for ſaith the Apoſtle 
they are profitable mess Tau day. that 
is,as the word implyes,for inſtruction 
of Children, even a Child may ſpell 
out the Scriptures, what is his duty 
toward God and his neighbour, and 
doubtlefle ifa Child may read and 
underſtand the Scriptures, they are 
not ſo obſcure, fo iniricate, ſo per 
plexed as ſome conceive them to be: 
in prolecution therefore of this point 
we (hall ſhew 1. that rhe Scriptures 
arc in themic] ves perſpicuous. 2. That 
they are more or lefſe perſpicuous 
according torhe diveriity of the ſub- 
ject. entertaining them. 3. We 
fhall endeavour to ſhew ſome reafons 
why God hath left ſome places more 

obſcure then other. 
i. Firſt, that che Scriptures are in 
themlelyes perfpicuons , may _ 
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by ſeverall texts. Pſ.19.8. The com- 
mandement of the Lord is pure, en- 
lightning the eyes; they are pure, and 
therefore not alloy'd with any mud- 
dinefle, or clouded with any obſcu- 
rity; they enlighten the eyes, and 
therefore carry along with them ſuck 
evident plainenefſe, that he who is 
not quite blinded may eaſily per- 
ceive the truth of them : So P(. 119, 
105.Thy Word is a Lamp unto my feet, and 


a light unto my paths; it doth, that is, by 


its perſpicuity, and clearenefle, both 
as a lampe and light dire& me in all 
my goings: hence allo it is, that the 
Scripture is called 2 Pet. 1.19. A light 
that ſhineth indarke places, denoting out 
unto 1s, that the word not only in its 
own nature is light, but alſo that 
whereſoever it commeth it diſpelleth 
darknes, as the Sun at his appearance 
forceth away the nigh:,the foggs and 
miſts, as Solomon, a man of the pro- 
toundeft wiſedome that ever lived, 
faid. that he writ to give ſubtility to 
the timple, to the young men knows» 
tedge and diſcretion, Prov.1.4. there 

is 
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isin the Word of God ſuch innate 
plaineneffe and perſpicaity, that the 
ſimpleſt man may thereby be enlight- 
ned, the youngeſt inſtructed: bur here 
when we ſay the Scriptures areplain 
and eaſy to be underſtood, we muſt 
diſtinguiſh concerning fundamentalls 
and things neceſſary to be known, 
and circumſtantialls, or ſuch things 
whoſe exat knowledge is not ſone- 


. ceflary unto ſalvation, thoſe matcers 


which belong unto a ſaving know- 
ledge of God are plainely fer down, 
Tuch as are the commandements, and 
the dofrine contained in the Apoſtles 
Creed, but now there are ſome things, 
which either relating tro ſome parti- 
cular cuſtomes of the Few or Gentile,or 
unto the proper times wherein the 
Scriptures were ſeverally writ, may 
be accounted hard, and not ſo plaine, 
as that we may prima fronte arid with- 
out much learning and ſtudy under- 


” ſtand chem ; however, a Chriſtian 
7 may be faved without any know- 
2 ledpe of theſe, though not fo without 

| the other: A - may goto Heaven 
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without knowing whether rhe Tem- 
ple were built in ſuch orſuch a yeare, 
or whether 755 lived before Moſes or 
afcer him, yet he cannot without an- 
derſtanding that he muſt believe in 
Chriſt, char hc 15a ſinner, and the like; 

thas in other ſcjences there are ſome 
indemonſrable principles ſo plaine- 
Iy fer downe, that no man can 
queſtion them, and other things 
againenot altogether {ſo effentiall, 

ſomewhat doubcfall and darkly pro- 
poicd : but what may ſome one ſay, 
che Myſtery of the Triniiy , and the d:- 
ftinGion of the perſons in the Godhead are 
tandamentall doGrines, yet they are 
above the reach of reaſon, and there- 


——_— 


fore obſcure: well *cis true, theſe | 


and the like Dodrines are obſcure, 
but then as In Geometry, the ſame 
thing may be darcke in its ſclfe, and 
yet by a demonſtration plainely ſet 


downunto us In holy wric, and we ® 


* 
Pan's: | 
4 
i 
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ought to be contented with what that | 


teacheth us concerning them, and": 
however the very fundamentalls of ! 
pur Religion are by ſome diſputed of, |} 


and 
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and called into queſtion, yet this pro- 
ceederth rather from the perverſeneſſe 
and crookedneſle of mens minds, 
4 then that they areobſcure and doubt- 
0 filly ſee down in Scripture, neither 

are they lefle to be received of us, be- 

cauſe they queſtion them,then the do- 
: Crine of motion is in Phyloſophy, 
: though a certaine fooliſh Phyloſephey 
;, did once deny it : So the Apoftle 
» faith 2 Pet.3. 16. that there are ſomethings 
3; Pauls Epiſtles hard to be underſtood, 
's | mhichthey that are unlearned and unſta- 
;- 7 frablewreft, as they doe alſo the other Scrip - 
'E | tures unto their own defirufion: marke 
re | here, there are ſomethings Svarinra, 
e- | notall things, but ſome things only, 
ſe | namely ſuch as he ſpeakes of here in 
e, | this Chapter, the laſt judgement and 
ne | deſtruftion of the world, thetime 
id j and manner of which things are not 
ſet 8 efſentiall unto our ſalvation, & theſe 
we things ſohard, are wreſted by unlearned 
at | wnſtable men, that is, men 'gnorant of 
nd} the Scriptures and not ballanced 
of | with the Spirit, unholy, ungodly 
| men, and therefore as the ſame ſunne 
: I 4 may 
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may be light, and yet not appeare fo 
to be unto ablind man, the ſame 
booke plaine and legible, and yet un - 
to dull anddimme eyes, darke and 
obſcure ; in like manner, the 
ſame things, which are plaine and 
perſpicuous unto the Godly Regene= 
rate men, Whoſe eyes God openeth, 
are for the moſt riddles and ſtrange 
things unto the wicked, whom the 
God of this world hath blindec- 
we ſhall therefore in the Second place 
ſhew you, that they are more or lefle 
perſpicuous according to the diverii- 
ty of the ſubje&s entertaining them; 
objefive,and in themſeſves, they are 
perſpicuous, but ſubjeFive,& in reſpect 
of men, they are more or leſle plaine, 
according as men are Regenerated 
or UInregenerated: the whole world 
you know is divided into the Rege- 
nerate and Unregenerate , this is an 
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adequate divilion of all men, and © 


therefore we ſhall 

T. Enquire concerning the 
the plainneſſe and obſcurity of the 
Scriptures in relation unto irrege: 
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nerate men, and we fhall lay downe 
this poſition, that noe wicked irregenerate 
man can [avingly know the Scriptures; or 
thus, that the Scriptures rhough 
plaine in their natures, are yet darke 
and obſcure unto irregenerate men: If 
our Goſpell be hid, it is hid to them that are 
loſt, 2 Cor.4.3- our Goſpel ſaith the 
Apoſtle is as cleare as the light , bur 


* who can.finde faalc with che San if ic 
+ gives not light toa blinde man, ir is 


hid indeed,bur then ir is to thoſe that 
are loſt,to ungodly men ; for the carnal! 
man perceivetn not the things of the Spirit, 
I Cor. 2. the Scriptures all throughout 
contain in themSpirictuall chings,and 
therefore as a meer; ſen{ible Creature 
cannot judge of the diſcourſes and 
reaſonings of men, fo neither can a 
meer rationall man perceive or dil- 
ſcover the Myſteries of the Spirit, 
which is only proper to him, unto 
whom the Spirit revealerh them, ag 
the Apoſtle elſewhere ſpeakes; you 
know the Scripture is devided into 
the Law and the Goſpell, and unre- 
generate men are laid to be eicher 

within 


| 
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within or without the Church, now 
an unregenerate man,aGentile without 
the Church, may haye an hiftoricall 
knowledge of the Law, for faith the 
Apoſtle Kom. 2. 1 4. they doe by nature the 
things contained in the Law, but as from 
an old eaten manuſcript a man mayiga- 
ther a word or ſentence or two, when 
yer notwithltanding he is not able to 
find out the drift, ſcope,and end of it, 
becauſe through its ancientnefle it is 
much worne -and periſhed; in like 
mariner from thoſe old reliques and 
veltigies of that Law written in the hearts 
of the Gentiles they might diſcover 
iome things which pertained unto 
their duryes towards God and their 
Neighbour, but then they could nor 
know therefrom the intent of the 
Law , which was to drive them to a 
Chriſt,they could not know, that by it 
they could not bejuſtifyed, they un- 
derſtood not the end and dritt for 
which God wrote this Law in their 
hearts,% therefore though they might 

have an Hiſtoricall, yer they could 

not have a Saving knowledg thereof. 
But 
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But Secondly, as for the Goſpel, 
a Gentile cannot have either an Hi- 
ſtoricall or ſaving knowledge of ir 
wichout it be preached unto them, or 
by ſome extraordinary way,unknown 


7 untous, infuſed into them, for Faith 
| (ordinarily, that is) commeth by hearing, 
 andhearing by the word of God, therefore 
: the opinion of thoſe, who think that 


by the light of nature a man may 
come to the knowledge of Chriſt and 


©, the Golpell, is to be rejefed. 


2, Secondly a Chriſtian unregene- 
rate man within the Church, may 
have an Hiſtoricall contemplative 
knowledge of the Law and Goſpell, 
bucno ſaving particalar knowledge 
of either, for itis to them fooliſh- 


{ nefle, 1 Cor.2. 14. and therefore it- is 


rather a ſcandall and ſtumbling 
block unto them, then a light and 
ſaving rale, ic cannot be expe&ed 
therefore that the Scriptures ſhould 
ſeemplain unto them, whoſe noy- 
ſome luſts doe caft a miſt and a cloud 
before their underſtandings, and 


the 


(124) 


the Do&rine of them, ſuffereth them 
not to behold their purity and cleer- 
nefſe. Secondly,as ungodly irregenerate 
men cannnot have any ſaving cleer 
knowledge of the Scriptures; ſo on 
the contrary, Godly regenerate Chri- 
ftians may haveit: for unto them 
alone it is given to know the ſecrets 
of the Kingdome of God, but to o- 
thersin parables, that when they ſee, 
they ſhould notſee, and when they 
heare, they ſhould not underftand ; 
and fo 2 Gor. 3 15,16. tis ſaid, untill 
this day when Moſes is read the vaile is 
laid over their hearts, neverthelefle, 
when they ſhall turne unto the Lord, 
the Vaile fhall be taken away. Re- 
pentance and the Spiric of regenera- 
tion doth remove all obftacles, and 
difpell all clouds, which doe other- 
wiſe overcaſt the uanderftandings of 
naturall men; there are many things 
contained in Scripture, there is Hiſto- 
ry, which in generall, though not in 
each particular circumſtance, may 
eakly be underſtood of an enlightned 
Chriſtian 3 there _ are Propheſyes 
| which 
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whichare either fultilled,oryetremain 
unaccompliſhed, the former may be 
known by applications of their e- 


— CR Oy 


; vents, the latter we may aſſure our 


ſelves will be fulfilled in their appoin- 
ted time; there are commands of 


| God, which being a declaration of his 


' will, are plainely ſer down, and are 
; as plainely underſtood, for a Chri- 


"tian knoweth the mind of Chriſt, and 
+ the will of his Father; there are alſo 


+ Promiſes, which being made only to 
" Gods Children, are by them only 
rightly apprehended, fey unto Abras 


ham and his ſeed were the Promiſes , Gal,2. 
16. There are laſtly threatnivgs, which 


| being denounced again{ {inne , are 


© truely feared of thoſe alone who. 


make conſcience of finning; as a 
ſtrange language doth ſeem very un» 
couth and ridiculons, unto ſuch as 


# have no experience of it, whereas on 
the contrary,it is moſt acceptable and 


delighttall co ſich as underſtand it: 
in like manner the language of the 
Scriptures, however they may ſeem 
ſtcange and unreaſonable to ſach as 
are 
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are not acquainted with God and his 
holy Word, yet to a Regenerate 
Child of God, and ſuch an oneas 
rightly underftands them, they are 
had in great eſteeme, yea and are 
more precious to them then the hony | 
or the hony-combe; now we delight ! 
only in ſuch things which we under- / 
ftand, for Knowledge according to Ari- 
ſtotle is the reſt of the Soule , a man may 
pore and reade all day in a Booke, | 
yet if he underſtanderh not, twill mi- 
niſter little comfort, or pleaſure to # 
him, and therefore the Scriptures be- | 
ing ſo great a delight unto the God- 
ly, for faith David , My delight is in | 
thy Law, and my ſtudy therein day | 
and nigbr, it will follow, that they | 
doe eaſily underſtand the meaning of 
them: but may ſome one ſay,doth not 
David pray alſo unto God to give him 
underſtanding that he may learnehis | 
Commandements, how are they then 
fo eaſily ro be underſtood of an Ele& 
Child of God? wee anſwer , that in 
this place Fſ. 119. 73. the Propher * 
doth not ſpeake of an outward un- 7 
derftanding | 
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derſtanding of the Scriptures, for 
| who doubteth but that a Gramma- 
$  ticalland fliſtoricall knowledge he 
! had of them, but he prayeth for an in- 
'e © ward aſſurance&comfor: from them, 
y + which ought continually to be che 
it # prayers of every one who intends to 
r- |” benefit by the reading of them; bc» 
+ ſides, this availeth nothing, for we 
y "do not ſay that the Scriptures are 
e, | plaine unto any, without Gods ope- 
1- # ning their eyes, and revealing unto 
” them the myſteryes of his Kings 
” dome:: farther,a man may ay, thar if 
the Scriptures are thus plaine, as you 
- Will have them, what need you then 
| take all this paines in expounding 

| of them, to what purpoſe are ſo ma- 
| ny Commentators and Interpreters 
of them? Weanſwer, that though 
the Dodrine of Faith be plainely ſet 
down , yet other things there be in 
” the Scripture, which may by reaſon 
of our ignorance ſtand in need of a 
: Commentary, which allo may be 
* fartheruſefull for the more Iargely 
n- |} opening of the Scripture,which a _ 
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beginner cannot doe himſelf, thus the 
Elements of Euclide are very plaine 
& perſpicuous in thewſelves, though 
notwithſtanding for the benefit of 
young beginners they are farther 
illuſtrated and demonſtrated by thoſe 
that write on him :t has you ſee then, 
that the Scriptures are plain and per- 
ſpicuous unto a Regenerate Child of 
God, though unto wicked Unrege» 
nerate men of the world they may 
appeare otherwiſe, not through any 
defe& of light in themſelves, bur 
through the muddineſſe and darke- 
nefſe of their own minds ; As unto 
diſeaſed andill affeed eyes,all things 
even the brighteſt, will appeare of the 
ſame yellow colour that they at pre- 
ſent are affeted with. 

But here I had almoſt forgotten to 
put you in mind of this caution: 
viz. That though all things neceſſary 
unto Salvation are plainely delive- 
red in Scriptures, yet that they were 
not ſo plainely held forth unto the 
Faichfull under the old Teſtament, 
25 now they are unto them under the 
New, 
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New, for we muft know that the Pros 
miſes under the Law were cither 
Clouded and Mufled up in Types 
and Figures, or elſe couched and im- 
plyed only in Symbolicall figurative 
expreſſions; for the Prophets of old 
did ſeldome ſpeake bur in figures : 
Moſes his face did ſiine indeed, but 
then there was a vaile over it, and ſo 
Chrift was repreſented indeed under 
the Old Teftament, ' but through a 
clond and miſt, hence the Apoſtle ſaith 
that the myſtery of the Goſpel! was kept ſe* 
cret ſince the world began, but now "tis made 
manifeſt ; that is, compare the times of 
the Old Teftament with theſe of theNcw, 
& the Goſpell then will ſeeme quice 
to have been hid, in compariſon of 
what it is now , for ſo we muſt un* 
derſtand the words, ic being the man- 
ner of the Scriptures , when they 
compare two things together, to ex- , 
prefle the lefſe negatively : a know- 


| ledgeof Chriſt without doubt the 
| ancient Jewes had, for otherwiſe to 


what purpoſe would it be ſaid Foh.S, 
, | 56. Tour Father Abraham rejoyced to ſe 
KR my 
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my day,& he ſaw it, was glad, & that they 
dranck, of that Spirituall Rock that followed | 
them,and that rock was Chriſt, 1 Cor. 10. 4. 
to,what purpoſe alſo would thoſe Pros * 
miles & Propbe(ys of Chriſt be,unles they 
had had ſome knowledg of him; a | 
knowledg then they had of him, that's 
certain, bur then this was only a con=- 
fuſed,implicite knowledg of him, nor 
a diſtin, particular, & explicite one : 
as now we xnow in general,that great 
will be the Glory that ſhall be revea- 
led upon us in Heaven , both in body 
and ſoule; but yet we cannot define 
certainely what kind of Glory it will 
be , untill this Mortall ſhall have put 
on Immortallitcy, this Corruption 
that Incorruption : ſo likewiſe the 
Patriarchs of old knew , and believed 
in a Chriſt to come, but then they 
did not explicitely and diftin&ly un- 
derſtand his particular Offices, his 
Death and ReſurreQion, and the like, | 
for of theſe the Apoſtle tels us for a time, be- 
cauſe the fuller manifeſtation of theſe 
myſteryes was reſerved iuntill the | 
fullneſſe of time, and the accom- | 
pliſthment 
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3 pliſhment of them; hence the Apo- 
 Rilefaith, that the Fathers of Old did 
* notaGually receive che Promiſes, 
7 bur faith he, they ſaw them afarre off, 


] and wereperſwaded of them,and em- 
| braced them, Heb_11.13. As therefore 
| | a manby chehelp of a glaſle mayfdil- 
| |& coveranother at three or four miles 
; diſtance, and notbe able diflinaly 
and thronghly to view him all over ; 
ſolikewiſe the faichfull in old time; 
thorough the glaſle of the Law , did 

| | know Chrifts comming; but then 
| they ſawhimafarre off, ſaith the A- 
|} poſtle, and therefore he could not 
| circumftantially and cleerly be mani- 
| fefted unto them; and fo likewiſe it 
Y is in relation unto the knowledge of 

| the Trinity and other myſteries, they 
were darkely and emblematically , as 

I may ſo ſpeake , hinted only in the 

Old Teftament, God thus ordering 

, it, that his people might more ca- 
gerly deſire and pray for their fuller 
revelation. But now to us under the 
New Teftament , theſe things are 


morecleerly layd open unto us, fo 
3 thas 


i ORR Gf... 


<— 


Cx 


that we ought not to exſ{pe farther 
revelation, of ther:1, then what we have 
in theWord already; for faith the 4po- 
ſtle, All the Promiſes of God in him are yea 
and Amen : that is, they are through- 
ly accompliſh't and perfected in him, 
and therefore they muſt needs be 
more plain and evident unto us now, 
then they were unto the Fathers of 
old time : the Old Teſtament then, and 
the matter therein contained , was 
not altogether ſo perſpicuous unto 
the faithfull before Chrift, as now ir 
is unto us after him : and this ſhall 
ſafhce for the ſecond point, and fo 
much alſo ſhall ſuffice briefely for the 


perſpicuity of the Scripturss. | We | 


ſhall now ſpeake ſomething concer- 
ning the perfe&ion of them ; as the 
Scriptures are perſpicuous, ſo alſo 
they are moſt perfet, (that is ) 
neceſſary to be known of us in rela- 
tion both to our faith & manners: this 
is plain from the end of them here ſet 
down, Namely, that the man of God may 
be made perfe@, throughly furniſhed unto all 
good workes: from whence we may cons» 


clude f 
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clude, that if the Miniſter of the 
Goſpell, for heis the man of God, 
may out of the Scriptures furniſh 
himſelfe with all things neceffary, 
both for his Salvation & his office, ir 
will follow chat they gre fully per- 
fe for inſtration of all men, both 
in Do&rcine and manners; this will 
farther appeare from Pſ.19.7. The 
Law of the Lord is perfe&, converting the 
ſoule: and Pſ.119. 96. I have ſeen an 
end of all perfefiens, but thy commandement 
is exceeding large: and ſo Luk. 16.29. 
Abraham there ſheweth in the Parable, 
that Mojes and the Prophets were 


© ſufficient to keepe men from dam- 
” nation, even the dodGrine of the 
| OldTeſtament contains in it al things 


neceſlary for mans Salvation : who- 
ever denyeth the truth of this point, 
muſt of neceſſity ſay, that either fiſt 


| Goddid not perfeftly and fully re- 
veale his will ro the Prophets and A- 

; poſtles : which how abſurd icfis the 
3 Scriptures teach; for oh. 14. 26. *ris 
3 faid tnere,that the ſpirit ſpould teach them 
= all things : _ 16.13, the Spi- 
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rit will guid you into all truth; 
or elſe they muſt ſay, that the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles did not ſer down 
the full and perfe&t (ubſtance of what 
was revealed unto them, which Saint 
Pau! doth plainely ſeeem to contra- 
dit, for A, 20.27, Thave not ſhunned 
{ſaith he) to declare unto you ali the conn= 
{el of God. Or elfe thirdily, he muſt be 
forced to ſay,that it ſeemed not good 
to the Spirir fully and perfeQly to 
revealc the will of God , and ſoin 
writing to tranſmit ic unto poſterity, 
for thus the Papiſts ſay in defence of 
their traditions , that God indeed did 
reveale|to the Prophets and Apoſtles 
his whole will, concerning our Sal: 
vation, but yet all was not written, 
but ſome things were communicated 
ſay they, vive voce unto the reſt of the 
Church, which never were written, 
but till were derived unto poſterity : 
but doth not this opinion plainely | 
accuſe the Scriptures of falſehood , ! 
when ic is ſaid Deuts 12, 32. Whatſoe- |} 
ver things I command you, obſerve todo it, | 
""% ſalt not adde thereto nor diminiſh from | 
it, | 
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it,& Gal.1.9. If any man Preach any other 
Goſpel unto you then that ye have received, 
let him be «ceur(ed : which wo texts be- 
ing compared with that of Exed.2 4. 4. 
Where *cis ſaid, that Meſes wrote all 
the words of the Lord, and with char 
forementioned place of the Ads, 
where Pzil faith, that he did not ſhun 
to declare unto them all the Coun- 
ſell of God : theſe places 1 ſay, com- 


{ pared with one another , do evidently 


ſhew thar all things necefſary for Sal- 
vation were Written; & that this Write 
ten,;word alone ought to be the rule & 
canon of our faith : for fince by them 
weatraine unto Ecernall Life, weare 
made wile unto Salvation, fince by 
them alſo the man of God is made 
perfe&, and throughly furniſhed : 
Without controverſy they containe in 
them all things neceflary to be 
knowne of as, either in regard of our 
faith or manners, all things neceſſary 
I ſay, for otherwife many other things 
there mighe be traditionally convey- 
ed unto the Church, ſuch as are the 
perpetuall virginity of Mary, the 
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names of Fannes and Fambres mentio- 
ned by Paul only, the Propheſy of 
Enoch, Fude 1 4- part of the Gencolopy of 
Chriſt, Luk,3. Sathan ſtriving for Moſes 
body, 7ude 9.and other the like, which 
things they may be known or not 
known, without any prejudice to our 
Salvation; and being not dodrinall, 
may very well be received from hand 
to hand, and not mienrioned in Scrip- 


tures: buthow ſay the Papiſts, can 
ye know Canonicalibookes from Apo- - } 


criphall but by the tradition of the 
Church? We anſwer, that theſe may 
be diftinguilh'c from the other,by thac 
innate light, majeſty, and truth that 
is in them ; belides, though a new 
convere and beginner may firft learne 
it from the Church, yer afterwards 
they know it upon grounds of Scrip- 
ture; thas an ignorant man may be 
cold ofthe Kings coine, bur it is nor 
thacte]ling,but the Kings ſtampe that 


maketh it curcrant & good coyn, Again, | 
for the maintenance of their unwritten | 
traditions they urge that of the 2 Theſ. | 
2-15, Therefore brethren ſtand faſt, & hold | 

the | 
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the tra.'itions which ye have been taught, 
whether by word or our Epiſtle, then which 
ſfaich Yhitaber, Nullum probabiliorem P a- 
piſte locum inveniunt * but unto this we 
anſ{wer,that they were the ſame things 
which Pax! ſpoke and writ; fo that the 
word >Þ25«; doth nor fignify a di- 
verſe dotrine from that which after- 
wards was written; and ſo alſo the 
particle &7s is not alwayes a nore of 
disjuntion , but ſometimes alſo of 
conjunction, as may appeare by, com= 
paring the Originall of che") Cor. 13.8. 
Belides this, it appeares that the Ca- 
non of the new Teſtament was not yet e- 
ſtabliſhed:Yea ſaith the ſame JYhitaber 
] afficme, that there was no book un- 
lefſe it were the Goſpell of Mathew 
before the Epiſtles to the Theſſalonians, 
wherefore though the Apoſtl? did bid 
the Theſſ «slonians hold faſt that Do- 
&rine or thoſe Tradicjons, which he 
delivered unto them, yet they might 
very well be, & indeed according to 
ſubſtance were, ſet down in writing 
afterwards by the ſame Apsſtle;where- 
fore brictely to conclude this point, 
fince 
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fince theſe Scriptures are purpoſely 
written for our lJearning,and to beare 
witnelſe of Chriſt, and to teach the 
way unto everlaſting life , doubtleſle 
{30d will have no DoGtrine received 
ot us but what is in them, or conſo- 
nant unto them; Traditions then 
however in point of ceremony, difci- 
pline, or other lefle fabſtantiall mat- 
ters, may be received, yet in points of 
faith .and Doctrine they are in no 
wiſe tobe obtruded upon us, or en- 
tertained by us, And thus much 
briefcly forthe Authority, Perſpicui- 
ty,and Perfetion of the Scriptures, 
concerning which, I might have ſpo- 
ken far more largely out of the Fa- 
thers, Commoreflaces, Catechi(ts, and Pole = 
micall Divines, but intending brevity 
apon this. point, I thoughc it more 
uſefull for you and my (clfec, wholy 
ro examine the aforeſaid points by 
Scripture, yer ſo,that I have given you 
2 ſhort glarice and view of what they 
have faid roo. 1 ſhall only now ſhut 
up all with a uſe or two of what 
hath been now and keretofore ſpo- 
xen, Hence then I, 
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1. Wemay learne the excellency bi Vie, 


of holy Scriprures above all other 
bookes and writings whatſover; we u- 
lually eſteem of writings according 
to the eminency, and worth of their 
Authors; why now all Scripture is gi- 
ven by inſpiration of God, and there- 
fore we ſhould have them in is much 
account,by how much the nobler the 
contriver of them is, for as David ſaid 
of Guliah his ſword, there is none to 
that, 1Sam. 21.9.So may we lay of the 
Scriptures , there is none to them, the 
word of God is as a two caged ſword 
dividing between the Joynts and che 
Marrow, fo that what Ariſt-ile ſaid 
of the knowledge of the ſoul, that a 
lictle of it was better then a great deal 
of another ſcience; We may alſo 
ſay of the knowledge of the holy 
Scriptures, a little knowledge of them 
will ftland us in more ſteed, then all 
the vaine and periſhing knowledge of 
prophane Writers * Could the time 
and ſhortneſſe of our lives ſuffer us to 
{ſwallow up and devoure whole Libra- 


ries, as bigge as that of Alexendria, or 
this 


- " ——_—_——— 
Ls» IS - _ o_ 


_ 


this of our own: were it poſſible for us 
critically to go- over and examine all 
thoſe elaborated pieces of humane 
invention, could we perfe&tly Anato- 
mize and crace nature in all her ſecret 
windings and operations; yet all this 
knowledge in it ſc]}fe, however it may 
place us above the clouds in mens o- 
pinion:, may forall that bean occa- 
fion for God to burle us deeper into 
Hell : But behold here a Book, that is 
able to make us wiſe unto Salvation, 
that dire&s and points us out a way 
unto eternall Lite , yea which raiſeth 
our minds up unto the contempla- 
tion of thoſe myſteries, which the 
Argels themſelves dig defire 10peep into z 
a Book that unlocks unto us the very 


Cabinerand fecrer Counſlells of God 


himſelfe, that revealeth and Jayeth 
open thoſe myſteries of Godlineſle, 
thofe hidden things of God , which 


were before from all eternity claſped 


up in the boſome of the Almighty, | 
that givesa landskip as *cwere, and | 
map of Heavenly Joy, that out of | 
darkenefle brings us into marvellous 3 
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light, that maketh us from Children 
of wrath to become heires of Heaven; 
from ſlaves freeborne ; from Divells 
to become Saints. All other bookes, 
either by the teech of time are worne 
out of memory, orin the ruines of 
| Kingdomes receive their graves, but 
not one jot or tittle of rhis ſhall pafſe 
away, 'till all things be fulfilled. Ic 
hath been hitherto for ſome thou- 
ſand yeares preſerved amid'ft the 
hatred of all the world againſt it, the 
perſecutions of Tyrants, the malice 
and fury of Divells, and ſhall fo 
unto the end of the world continae, 
though wicked men, Tyrants, and 
Divels ſhould all combine their joynt 
forces to extinguiſh it, they may with 
- more ſucceſſe/and eaſineſſe goe about 
to blot the Sunne out of the Firma- 
ment, then to take this glorious Light 
from the Church & people of God: fo 
thar it was not without much reaſon 
that a holy Man once faid, That he 
= badrather all the books beſide in the world 

= ſhould be burnt, thanthat one leafe of Gods 

* Ford ſhould be deſtroyed : tor doubtleſſe 
38 « 
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the leaſt ſentence therein compriſed, 
is more worth then all the volumi- 
nous Ofſprings and workes of mans 
braine. Wherefore 

2. This ſhould exhort every one 
of us, toa diligent reading and ſtu- 
dying theſe holy Scriptures , ſearch 
the Scriptures ſaith our Saviour, {pv - 
1727s, the word implyes a kind of a 
hunting after them, or a narrow 
and painfull ſeeking into them , as 
ien doe for Gold and Silver, and 
let the word of God dwell in you , that 1s, 
let it be as familiar unto you , as he 
that dwells under the ſame roofe 
with you, and not only ſo, but dwell 
in you richly , let your minds be as 
throughly adorned with them, as a 
great mans houſe iswith rich utenſills 
& hangings, and now ler us examine 
our ſelves whether we do thus car- 
neſtly ſearch after them , whether 
our hearts be thus farniſhed with | 
them; are wenot. rather like thoſe | 
Canoniſts of the Church of Rome, | 
who ſome ſay will confirm their Law |: 


text, & thisroo taken upon truſt from |} 
s Others || 
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in the booke of Martyrs , who thanked 
God he never kne®what was meant by the 
Old or New Teſtament ; doubrleſle there 
is no greater folly or madneſle in the 
world, it we rightly conſider it, then 
to hanker after hamane knowledpe, 
and to be careleflſe of divine under- 
ſtanding, greedily to devoure huskes, 
and yetto loath Manna , and like 
thoſe Indians, to preferre toyes and 
baubles before Guld & pretious trea= 
ſare.But | need noe(! hop:)accuſe any 
here of any ſuch ignorance or negle@; 
all that I deſire is, a more diligent ſtudy- 


| ing of the word, and more conſcionable . 


} pratfice of it ; for reading & knowing 

C without prafice, will but aggravate 
| our damnation: however, we oughc 
. || tobeſtirrcd uptoſo neceſſary a du- 
ty as this}is, eſpecially in ſuch times, 

| Wherein the meanecſt ſort of people 
© will upbraide our negle& of .ic, a- 
Z mongſt many of whom, to our. ſhame 
{ beirt ſpoken, the Bible according to 
the letter is better known then ever 
Ariſtotle was amongſt us, and will ic 
. Not 


others, or like that Biſhop mentioned 
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not then much redound unto our diſ- 
grace,if the Apron fhoud poſe the Gown 
in thoſe things which moſt concerne 
them, if poore illiterate Mechanicks 
ſhould in the Do&rine of the Scrip- 
ture confound a Learned Rabbi. My 
Brethren , you cannot be ignoranc 
what prejudices ſome of the meanter 
ſort of people have againſt ns in this 
reſpe&, and therefore befides the Sal- 
vaticn of our ſoules, which ſhould 
be the main end of all, even policick 
reſpe&ts ſhould engage us to double 
our diligence in ftudying of the Holy 
Scriptures; for believe me, however 
eaſy chey may ſeem to ſome, yet the 
full and clear underſtanding of them *Þ 
may very well take up our whole |þ 
care and ftudyes; there are Origi- 
nalls tobe known & conſulted with- 
all, antiquity to be ſearcht into and 
diſcuſſed, ſeverall places to be recon- 
Ciled, various acceptations of words | | 
and phraſes to be weighed, and | 
compared together : there are 
beſides theſe many things wicthourc 8 
the Scriptures very needtull, Gram- j#f t 
mer | 


— 


- (145) 


mer, to know the propriety of words : 
Khetorick , to underſtand the feverall 
Trepes and figures contained therein : 
Logick, to deduce conſequences , 
and artificially to open places of 
Scripture : . anda]l three together , 
properly and diſtinaly to analyſe, 
reſolve, and open the particular chap- 
ters and Bookes thereof; which I 
conceive to be the neareſt, and moſt 
compendious way for the underſtan- 
ding the drift and ſcope of Holy 
writ: now all theſe ſhould be as ſo. 
many ſeverall tyes and engagements 
upon us continually to ſtcike upon 
| this anvile, night andday to ſtudy, 
E read, and meditate upon the 
2 Holy Scriptures , eſpecially for us 
| who cither aQtually arein, or elſe 
intend the calling of the Mi» 
| niſtry, But what may ſome of the 
younget ſort here ſay,if theScriptures 
be ſo hard as you make them, your 
j exhortation will lictle prevaile with 
| 15, you will rather deterre ys from 


. Þ reading them: to ſuch 1 anfwer, 


2 that though many things in Scrip- 
3 L tires 
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tures be hard, yet the maine Do- 
Arines thereof, which concerne our 
Salvacion, are plainly ſer down, and 
as calily to be underſtood ; beſides, 
as the Oratour notes of the Elements 
of Sciences, and Sciences themſelves, 
that they ſeem hard and difficult only to the 
firſt undertakers of them: ſo may we ſay 
of the Holy Scriptures , their fee- 
ming difticulties will eafily be con- 
quered, and made nnto thoſe that fa- 
miliarly uſe & read them, as a ſtrange 
language by uſe and cuſtome becomes 
ealy and familiar; there are many 
things indeed in holy writ foulded up 
in obſcurity, but this is to make us | 
more earneſtly pray unto Godto open 
our eyes, tnat we may behold the wondrous 
things of his Law : this is to tame the 
pride and arrogance of our nature, 
which isapt ro fparne and unders« 
value rhings obviou- , this is to en- 
fame and raife up a generous holy 
minde unto a continuall reading and 
ftndying of them; for as we count | 
chat man moſt valiant, who will ven- 
turc upon haid and dithcult enters | 
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Prizes,in like manner may we efteem 
that man moſt holy and beſt minded, 
who will (as 1 may fo ſpeake) dareto 
be pious, and conquer all the ſeeming 
difiiculties of the Holy Scriptures 
* with his dcfire ro know them, and his 
x induſtry to tind them our; wherefore 
|. as the voice once faid unto Auſtin, fo 
let me ſay unto you all, tollite, legite, 
take up the word, readir; per 
haps you may find fomething therein 
that may dampe and trizhten your 
wild luſts, as they fay that hoy Father 
was preſently converted vpon the 
reading . of that text Rim. 13. 12, 
The night is farvre ſpent, the day is at Hand, 
let us therefore caſt off the workes of darkes 
neſſe, and put on the armour of light : tollve, 
legite, perhaps you may finde there 
{omethiag that may ſtrike into your 
| ſoules an holy amazement and ſacred 
horrour for your fins paſt, as Junius 
| ſaich of himſelfe , that he was ſtrucken 
| with amazement by a divine kind of Autho- 
I rity ,and ſo turned. from his Athz1jme upoit 
Q the reading of the 1 Chapter of fobn : 
& Againe, 1o!ljte, legite, perhaps you ſaw 
| RE ligtic 
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. connexion of them, by com- 


light through ſome temptations an- 
ſ{wered, ſome grievances of Conſci- 
ence pacityed upon thy diligent ob- 
ſervance of his word , ſome judge- 
ment denounced againſt thy finnes, | 
ſome good thing or other, that mayy, * 
cither comfort thee, or encourage |: 
thec in thy farther reading of them: 
tollite, legite. take it up and read it, but 
read ic with reverence, it ts the Ward 
of God, read it with diſcretion | 
and iudgement, by marking the 


paring one place with another, | 
and by examining all things accor- 
ding to the Analogy of Faith, and by 
applying that which thon readeſt un- Þ 
to thy own particuſar uſe and eftate : 

read it laſtly with method and order, | 
diftintly going over that Booxe 

which thou undertakeft, leaſt thou 

he always learning and never come 10 the | 
knowledge of the truth. Oh bur read ic I i, 
doe, perhaps two Chapters a day, ih 
beſides I heare it read twice a day in 
this very place, but yet I can find no hp 
Spirituall comfort from it,it doth not | 
move i 
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move me for all that, what ſhall I due 
» then to have comfort from it? The 
anſwering of this caſe will be very 
& proper for us; formany of us 1 doubt 
® not doe heare and read the word, but 
) © then I feare we are as lirtle moved 
ſ - with ic as the benches we {it Upon, or 
| the ground we tread on ; but let fuch 
Ca man conlider his Gas full eſtate, 
k fl who can thus heare judgemerts de- 
| nounced and yet not be ſhaken, mer- 
© cies promiſed and yer not be melted ; 
Ser him conſider what a tearfull thing 
» Mit isto heare orread God ſpeaking, 
; Wand he ro have his mind another way, 
7 Hor God co thunder ouc in his Word, 
- (nd yer he to fleep all che while ſe- 
: Weurely in his finne : how can he ex- 
Wet Heaven who is thus cacelefſe of 
he inſtrument of his Salvation ? 


, 
Cc 


u {Woubtleſſe thar God who comman- 
he {led the Jewes inthe 6. Deut. 8. To bid 
1 his Laws for a figne upon their bands, aud 


y, Jt they (ſhould be as frontlets between 
in {cir ezes, and that they ſhould write them 
wy i the poſts and gates of their houſes, 
Duſt needs be mighiitly provoked at 
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their contempt, who will nor give his 

word any admiſſion into their hearts 
or eares, Wherefore if fuch men doe 
delire to be moved, or to receive any 
comfort from their reading or hea» 
ring the word, 

I. They muſt continually pray 
unto God to rake from them their | 
heart of ſtone, and give unto them 6n hoert of | 
fleſh, beſtow upon thera Jikewite the 3 
Soirit of wiſedome and revelation of the | 
"= owledge of him that the eyes of their un- | 

derſtanding veing enlightned, they m1y how | 
what is the hope of their calling, Epbeſ. 1 
I0,17- > 
2. They muſt examine themſelves | 
what worldly cares doe diſtra&t their 
minds, what prejudices and teinpta- 
tions doe enter into their hearts at 
the reading of the Word , whichare 
like the thornes (in the parable) choakingl | 
ibe good ſeed of the Word. ; 

3. They muſt ſeriouſly meditateſi 
upon the Word, read, and endeavourÞ 
to remember it, for a as meat doth rhatÞ 
man little good, whoſe ſtomackeſ| 
hathnota recentive faculty in it tof 
retaine|} 
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retain? and diſgeſt it, in like manner 
the Word of God being not chewed 
upon (as *twere) by meditation, and 
well remembred , dorh becoine ule- 
lefſe and unproficable ro us; ſo then 
we muſt not only read the Word, 
but we muſt praGtice ir alſo, we muſt 
layicup in our hearts, and bring 
forth the fruirs of it in a holy 
and Godly Converſation. I might 
here farther enlarge upon this point, 
and confirnie my exhortation of rea - 
ding the holy Scriptures from their 
plainneſſe and perfetion, their ſub- 
ject and matter of them altogerher 
divine, from their end, the Glory of 
God and mans Saſvation, from their 
principall Author, GOD, and trom 
many other Arguments, but I ſhall 
crave Jeave here abruptly ro break 
off and conclude. 
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# eAll Scripture 1s. given 
* by inſpiration,and is 
profitable for Dottrine, 
or Reproofe, for Cor- 
Y ray 
in Righteouſneſs: that 
the manof God may be 


' [ 4 2p Nature and che Creatures we 
7 have already ſpoken, we 
* GE2X are toſpeake Concerning 
| theBookeof the Scriptures ; by the two 
: former 
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formerl told you we had only a con* 
fuſ-d incffeftuall knowledge of God, 
by this Jaiter we have a more cleare, 
diftin&t.and {aving knowledg of him 
ſhould we have becn leit only to the 
lighr of nature within us, and the 
condatt of the Creatures without us, 
we might have eternally groped in 
darknefſe, and never have come unto 
Salvation, for though theſe ray di- 
re&us untoa God, yet they do not 
propetly unto a Chriſt,nature can ne- 
ver throughly diſcover the will of 
God, and the right meanes unto Sal- 
vation, and thoagh God be delinea- 
ted and drawn out (as 'twere) inhis 

Creatures, yet it is but in darke co- 
Jours, ſeen he may be, 2nd underſtood 
in them,bur never exactly worſhipped 
and ferved throngh ther, there muſt 
be then ſome higher Principle and 
fountaine,from whence we may draw 
the knowledge of his will, his grace, 
and goodneflc cowards mankind, his 
love unto us from all Eterniry in de- 
figning his Sonne to dye for us, and 
to reveale unto us all thoſe high my- 
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ſteries of Religion, which otherwiſe 
nature can never reach unto 3 now 
that which doth theſe things muſt 
needs be the Word of God, which in- 
ſtruRing heretofore the old Pairiarchs, 
either by Oracles pr Viiion, was at 
lengih by Moſes proclaimed unto the 
Church,and ſet down in wricing, that 
ſo all mighr plainly ſee who he was, 
what rind of worſhip he did approve 
of, ana by what meanes he would 
bring them anto Heaven, fo that ag 
Chriſt ſaid anto the woman of 
| Samaria, Joh. 4.22, That beth ſhze and 
ber nation Worſhipped they knew not what, 
we lay likewiſe of the Gentiles, they 
worſhiped they knew not what God, 
or the true one in a falſe manner, for 
betore Chriſts time Gods words be- 
ing confined & clofetted within the 
Church of the Fewes, no wonder that 
the Gentiles without the pale became 
vaine in their imaginations, and wor- 
ſhiped the Creature more rhen the 
Creator ; and now after Chrift, ma- 
ny Nationseither thiough malice re- 
jecting the Scriptures, or through 
neglipence 
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negligence being ignorant of 
them ; no wonder that they 
are given up to Worſhip the Hoſt 
of Heaven, and to follow after 
Idolls, and lying vanityes: for as old 
and dimwe cyes,though they may be- 
bold a faire volume, yet they cannot 
ſpeak or read perhaps two words to- 
2ether without the help of ſpeQacles, 
or ſome other glaſle ; in like manner, 
though a purblind natura]l man, a 
Gentile, may ſee God in the large vo- 
lume of his creatures, yet withour the 
light and helpe of holy Scriptures he 
can never diſcover his will, and the 
true manner wherein he will be wor- 
thiped ; the Scriptures alone are the 
Canon and Rule unto which we muſt 
ſquare our ſelves in the ſervice of 
God, the prineipium cognoſcendi , that 
inſtrument and ladder, whereby we 
may climbe up into Heaven, and have 
a more intimate and cleere know- 
iedge of God, then poſſibly we can 
attaine unto, either by the light of 
nature, or condu@ of the Creatures. 
Wherefore leaving the two former 
Bookes 
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Bookes of Nature and the Creatures; 
we muſt enter now into a higher 
forme (as ir were,) and learne the 
booke of the Scriptures ; ic ſhall be my 
taske therefore at preſent to open nn- 
to you the Dodtrine of the Holy 
Scriptures out of theſe words, in pro« 
ſecntion of which, as of all other 
heads enſuing, I ſhall as I have told 
you endeavour to couch my matter 
in as ſhort a roome as I can, that ſol 
may the more ſpeedily goe over the 
ſumme and ſubſtance of Chriſtian 
Religion, which is the intent of this 
exerciſe, and then I ſhall with all 
plainneſſe, perſpicuity, and method 
both open and epply the Dofrine, 
familiarly illuſtrating thoſe things 
that are knotty and hard, without 
rambling and fetching in of things 
wich will not confift with my inten- 
ded brevity and method: As for the 
Dofrine of the holy Scriptures, 
which being a beaten path, I ſha!l 
with lefſe paines goe over. Theſe 
words as | conceive are the moſt per 
tinent whereon | may build it, which 
Are 
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are broughtin as an argument to 
ſtrengthen and conftirme the Doctrine 
which 7 imothz had fackt in even from 
his yourh,and received from Paul, for 
he ſhewing (inthe beginning of this 
Chavyter) the dangers of the latter 
times. and the errours of evill men 
and feducers, doth give his. Sonne 
Timothy an antidote aginſt their poy« 
ſon, exhorting him in the 14. verſe, 10 
continge in the DoGrine which he had re- 
ceived: the times indeed are very evill, 
errours very rite, perſecutions every 
where offered to the profeſſours of 
the Goſpell, but (faith hey continge thou 


un the things which thou haſt learned ec. 
*this exhortation he ſeems to preſſe by 


leverall arguments, thou muſt con- 
tinue in ſound DoGtine. 

1. Becauſe thon haſtlearnt it, it 
was to that purpoſe depolited with 
thee, and inſtilled into thce,that thou 
mighteſt continue in it. 

2. Becauſe thon haſt been affured of 
ie, and therefore*twould argue want 
of Judgement and folly in thee to 
fall from ir, and becauſe thou know- 


el 


, 
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eſt of whom thoa haſt learn'd ic, not 
from any impoſtor or ſcducer, but 
from a Paul, an Apefle ated by the 
Spirit, & teaching nothing but whar 
he hath from Chriſt and the Holy 
Ghoſt, and therefore whoſe aunthori- 
ty ought to binde thee to perſevere itt 
the things thou haſt learned. 

O Timothy thou muſt continue in 
thoſe things thou haſt learned, becauſe from 
a child thou haſt known the hely Scriptures, 
v.15. thou haſt beeenſo long verſed 
in the ſacred truth, ſo long learnr and 
received it, thatnow ict would bea 
moſt baſe thing for thee to -recede 
from it; read it thou haſt from th 
Child hood,and therefore hold it fa 
thou  ſhouldeſt in thy riper yeares; 
this argument he backs on 

4. From the perfe&ion and pro- 
fitable effeft of the Sacred Scriptures, 
they areableto make thee wiſe unto 
Salvation through faith which is in Chriſt 
Feſus, thon muſt therefore continue 
in the NoQrine and Word of God, 
becauſe if thou believeſt in that, 
*tis able to inſtru thee unro m—_— 
An 
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and eternall Salvation, theſe argu= 
ments he puts down in the 14, & 15; 
verſes, now he goes on in theſe words 
read unto you to perſwade him to 
perſevere in the faich and Dodtrine of 
the Scriptures, for faith he,al! Scripture 
& piven by inſpiration of God, the Autho- 
rity therefore of it ſhould bind thee to 
continue in the maintenance of it; 
and *135 profitable for Dofrine, for Re- 
proofe , for Corredion, for inſtrudtion in 
rigbreouſneſſe , and therefore the Zreat 
profit of it in inſtruCting thee in all 
things, which tend co Religion or 
well living, and alſo its perſpicuity in 
laying down all manner of things 
plainly, which make either for Do= 
Erine,or for decifion of controycilies 
or for regulating mens manners, either 
in publicke or privatezand then in the 
17. verſe, the Apoſtle contirmes his 
exhortation from the end of the Holy 
Scriptures, which is,that the man cf God 
may be perſe,ofc, itisperteCtin ir tclt, 
and therefore it doth make men per- 
(i, and throuehly inſtrufjed unto all r6od 
worhes : ſince then ſaichePayl the Do+ 
&rine 
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Qrine which thou haſt learnt hath fo 
noble an Author of it as God, hath ſo 
profitable an uſe as to make men wiſe 
unto Salvation, to inſtru, to reprove, ta 
corre, and fince it hath fo admirable 
perteRtion in it, as to make the man 
of God perfe&, & throughly furniſhed 
unto all good workes, good reaſon then 
my fonne Timothy, that be the times 
what they will, be errours never ſo 
plauſibly enrercained, and truth never 
fo violently oppoſed, that thou not- 
withſtanding fhouldeſt continue in 
the things which thou haſt lear= 
ned, in the Doarine of the Scriptures 
which thou haſt received: And this is 


_ thedrifc of the Apoſtle in this Chap- 


ter. T .& well underſtanding of which, 
together with the words read unto 
you, will mach conduce to the ope- 
ning of this my preſent Doftrine of 
the Scriptures: [I ſhall therefore ex- 
pound the words themſelves more 
diſtinaly, and in the opening of them 
briefely touch upon ſome things, 
which I cannot handle at large, and 
then 1 ſhall come to what 1 mainely 

M intend, 
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intend : well then here is the ſubje& 
ſpoken of, rhe Scriptare, ſet forth by its 
Author, GOD, by its uſe, *ti profi- 
table for Dofrine &c, by its end, which 
1s, that the man of Ged may beperfe@ ec. 
All Scripture @&0 5:a91 all writing, 
ror ſo the Word of God is called 
Scriptare by way of eminency,it !s the 
chiefeſt of al other writings which are 
fo far accounted good or bad as they 


"come neere eo, or decline from this : 


but here ſaith Beza, when the Apoftle 
faith al! Scripture, we muſt take heed 
leaft we underſtand any befides that 
which we call Canonicall, (that is) 
ſuch bookes, which by reaſon of their 
Antiquity, their argument, and divine 
dodrine they treat of,their efficacious 
and lively manner and method of 
their diſcourſes, are the Canon, yea 
rale and touchſtone, by which all 
Dotrines and Writings whatever are 
to be tryed ; for there are other Books 


which either becauſe the names of | 


tneir Authors were unknown to the 
Prophets and Apoſiies are called Aporry= 
22? all or hidden, which though others 
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wiſe containing many uſefull & pro- 
| « ficable inſtrudtions, are yet notwith- 
ſtanding tobe hid and laid alide, when 
any truth comes to be tryed. And 
therefore when our Apoſtle ſaith that 
all Scripture is given by inſpiration of God, 
we muſt exclude thoſe Apocryphall 
Bookes, for fince they are neither 
written in the Hebrew congue, nor by 
any Prophet, of which Malachy was 
the Ilaft, nor taken notice of by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, ſince alſo they 
containe many things abſard and 
contrary one to another, we have 
reaſon to ſuſpe&t that they were 
never given by inſpiration of God : 
Tao wagon F2bayzuc CO in all Scrip= 
tare is inſpired of God, or as the 
word implyes breathed from God ; 
choſe notions, words, and phraſes, 
| Þ which may every where occurre in 
 Þ holy Wric, were dictated unto the 
pen-men therecef by the Holy Ghoft 
himſclfe, ſo that Propheſy came not of old 

| tme by the will of men, but holy men of God 
* Þ (pake as they were moved, 2 Pet. 1.21. 
| wherefore we read not, thus faich 
f M 2 Jeremiah, 


F-. 
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Feremiah, or thus ſairh Tſaj-h, bur thas {| 
aith the Lord, and the meuth of the . 
Lord þa1th (peken. it: but what may 

ſome ſay.is all rhat is contained in the 

Scripture the Word of God 2 Why 
then thoſe impoſtures and calumnies 
of Sathan ſet down in the 3. of Gen. 
and 4. of Mathew ; thoſe erroneous | 
ſayings of Jobs Wife anto him, to curſe | 
God and dye, with the like, are the | 
Word of God, We anſwer,that theſe 
and the like ſayings only hiſtorically 
ſet down, being abſtratedly in them- 
ſelves con{idered, are not from God; 
but then conſider the trath of them, 
and theend for which they are ſet 
down,ſfo they are: As we may ſay,that þ 
Tacitus is the Author of that whole 
Booke, thangh many things in it arefi 
ſuppoſed to be ſpoken from other i 
men: and as the ſame wax, though of 
litte worth in it (elfe, yet ſealed and 
put in a bond may be of great con-|# 
cernement and vaſae, in like manner 1: 
thoſe ſpeeches of Heathen Authors|Þ* 
cited by the Holy Ghoſt, as that offÞt 
Aratus 45, 17.28, and that of Epime-ytr 
nidesft 
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nides Titus 1, 12, though of little 

. worth, as they came from ſuch men, 
yet being inſerted into holy writ re- 
ceive divine Aathority, and may be 
of great moment unto our Salvation; 
many things there be alfo in Scrip- 
ture, which quoad preceptum may have 
greater Authority then other, but 
ratione Authoris are equall. As the 
 |ICommandements of the firſt Table 
: are more ſeverely enjoyned thea thoſe 
; Jof the ſecond, yet the ſame God writ 
- them both; ' thas gold may ce more 
Iprecious then gold in weight and 
ſhape, chough not in purity : it re- 
anaines thin, that all Scripture ſome 
wvay or other is given by inſpiration of 
e (God, and therefore it is all one to ſay, 
Y be Scripture ſaith, and God ſaith, as 
Snay farther appeare from the 9. of 
i Romans 25. verſe. and Gal. 4 3o. 
AM Scripture is givenby inſpiration 4 God, 
Word i profitable : many are the com- 
6 I Knoditics of the wricten Word, for 
pl defides that it is a ſtanding rule; 
of\Þ hereby we may try all other Do- 

e-|Firines, as the Bareans tryed Pauls Do- 
' M 3 &iine 
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rine by ſearching the Scriptures, whether | 
thoſe things were ſo, AF. 17.11, and } 
therefore as thoſe that carry falſe and # 
Adaulcerate coine about them cannot | 
endure to heare of a rouchſtone, 1o 
likewiſe thoſe cheates in Religion, the © 
Pepiſts, will not ſuffer the Scriptures | 
to be read, leaft thereby their impo- þ 
ures ſhouid be laid open, and their þ 
folly appeare unto all men : belides, 
this commodity I ſay, the Apoſtle| 
{aich, that *tis profitable, | | 
1. For Inſtruffim, meis dJidfa- 
oxaaiay, for the diſcovering Cthat is)|/ 
of ſuch things unto us, which withoutÞ 
it we could never have known; there} 
are Myſteries of Godlineſſe, and ab-{ 
ſcondite hidden things of God, which 
humane reaſon can never unvaile or 
fathome; that an infinite God ſhould 
be cloyſtered up in a Virgins wombe, 
that he ſhould leave Heaven and Iyei 
ina Manger for the Redemption ol! 
his enemies, and the like, is above the 
reach and diſquiiition of a natural! 
underſtanding, and therefore we mull 
of neceſſity be farcher cnlightned by 
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the Word of God before we attaine 
uato the knowledge of theſe things ; 
it #5 profitable alſo fer inſtru&1on of 
usin the fall & reſtauration of man, 
in the Sacraments, yeainall things 
neceſſary untoSalvation;it inftrukerh 
and teacheth us how wretched we are 
by nature, how happy by Grace, how 
to beat downe principalities and 
powers, how to want, and how to a- 
bound, how finally to be wiſe unto Sal- 
Uation : 

2. *'Tis profitable ſaith he ag3s Zac = 
x0» for riproofe, there is no errour ſo 
plaufbly broached, ſo ſtrongly forti- 
fyed and maintained by humane rca- 
ſon, tut may be beat down and van- 
quiſt't by Scripture, and therefore 
iaich the Apoſtle He that is Spiritual! 
judgeth dl things, !yer he himſelfe is judged 
of no mar, 1 Cor.2 18. He that is right= 
ly infomed in the holy Scriptures, 
he to whom the Spirit hath revealed 
the wil. of God, and who knoweth 
the mide of Chriſt, may without 
the aſſifance of forraine traditions, 
teſtimories of the Fathers, and cic 
M 42 like 
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like, not only know, but alſo contute 
ſuch errours as are repugnant anto 
ſound DoFrine and the Analogy of 
Faith: the Word of God is called a 
light : P{4l.119-105. and therefore as 
by light only we know what darke- 
neffe is, ſo by the ſame word may we 
underſtand what is erron2ous and 
falſcin religion: As we lay, that a 
right thing is a ſufhicient judge of its 
own ftraicnefſe and the crookedneſle 
of another body : ſo that there is an 
elenFicalipower (as 1 may ſo peak 
zn the very Scriptures themſel7es, to 
ſtop the mouthes of gainfayers, and 
to quel(h & put to lence the imoions 
opinions and errors of ungodly men. 
3. *'Tis profitable for correfion, me3s 
er2r0e9w7iy, for the reformation (that 
is) for an amendment of al. things 
amiſſe, either in life or minners; 
tiere is not the leaſt deviation from 
the Law of God, either in thought, 
word, or deed, but it doth eſpre and 
correct. A man can never fine ſoe 
cloſely bar it will find him outfor the 
Word of God tryeth the reins & the 
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heart, it is a two edge! (word, dividing be- 
twixt the Jjoynts & the marrow, & is a diſco» 
veres of the thoughts and intents of the heart, 
Heb. 4.12.As it doth teach whar things 
are right, ſo it doth corre & amend 
what things are out of order. 

Q *'Tis profitable for inffrudion 
mp3; waideiny, inſtruant Patriarche etiam 
errantes. The title of the 32. Pſalme is a 
Pſalme of inſtrufion, the word ſfeemes 
to me to Imply the great profit of the 
Scriptures, even for the inſtruXion of 
Children and young men: ſo farre 
was our Apoſtle from forbidding any 
of what ſort ſoever the reading of the 
Scriptures, that he makes it one of the 
main ends and uſes of the written 
Word to inſtra& all men, even unto 
Children : hence it is that v. 15. the 
Apoſtle approves in Timothy, that from a 
Child he had read the Scriptures: and [ 
am verily perſwaded that the Roma- 
niſts withhold the reading of Scrip-" 
tures from the people more ont of a 
point of policy, then Religion, or 
ground they have for it out of 
the Word it ſelfe; for it (eemes alto- 
| gethex 
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gcther repugnant, firſt, tothe Com” 
mands of God, who enjoyned Moſes to 
read the Law tLefore all Iſrael, Men, Chil- 
dren, and ſtrangers within thy gate without 
arty diftin&tion,Deut. 31.12. And who 
bids us ſearch the Scriptures , Foh-5. 39? 
and who commands that the IYord of 
God ſhould dwell in ws richly and abun- 
dantly? Had not laym+n and ordinary 
; people. foules tc be ſaved, as well as 
the greater Cardinalls and Prieſts, 


. there were {ome reaſon that theſe 


precious rhings ſhould not be caſt un- 
co ſuch doggs, theſe Jewels ro ſuch 
Swine, but they expeting life from 
the ſame Chriſt as SE Sebel, 
why ſhould they not with them have 
the ſame meanes to obtaine it? if 
the command of God lye thus in- 
definitely upon all men, why ſrould 
they be debarred from obeying that 
command? Secondly tis repugnant to 
the very defigne of God in revealing 
his will in the Holy Scriptures , for 
whatſoever things were written a foretime 
were written for eur learning,that we through 
Patience and comfort 6f the Scriptures mipht 
have 
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have hope, Rom. 15,4, why was the 
word written, bur that we might 
have hope? and ſhall not alay- 
man have hope of Salvation? will 
you exclude the common people 
from the hope of Heaven? it not, why 
then ſhall they not have this hope 
through patience and comfort of the Scrip= 
tures? againe, Epheſ.6,12.17. the Apo- 
Rle there ſhewing how that we wreſtle 
notagainft fleſÞ and blood, but againſt princi« 
palites and powers, &c, bids them there- 
fore take to themſelves the Helmet of Salva- 
tion, & the Sword of the Spirit, which zx the 
Word of God: and now ought not peore 
ignorant foules thus to wreſtle, thus to 
fight againſt powers, againſt the rulers of the 
darkeneſſe of this world, againſt Spirituall 
wickedneſſe in high places? why then 
ſhall they not have this comfort ? 
Why fnould they not be armed with 
that (word of the Spirit , the Word of God? 
When a Prince ſetteth forth a Procla- 
mation 'tis penned in a langnage that 
all his Subjets may underſtand it, 
and doubtlefle *tis the intent and end 
of God in proclaiming his Will and 
Word 
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Word unto mankind, that all his 
People ſhould read and underftand 
what wonderons things he there re- 
vealcth for their Salvation: for other- 
wiſe what a vaine unprofitable thing 
would it be to kindle a light meerly 
to put it under a buſhell, ro beſtow a 
rich rreaſure upon as(for ſo the Word 
3s called) ro be hid and claſped in a 
box : to giveusa rule whereunto we 
ſhould ſquare our lives, even his Holy 
V/ord, only that it ſhould be ſhar up 
and cabinered in an unknown lan- 
guage: Itis In my judgement the 
kigheft piece of injuſtice in the Church 
of Rome thus to deprive the people of 
the bread of life, and inſtead thereof 
to obtrude upon them their own hy- 
pocriticall leaven, their fopperyes 
and traditions; to obſtruct and ſcale up 
the fountaine, and then to feed them 
with the muddy fireames of their 


' own inventions; yea indeed to damne 


mens fouls meerly out of a divelith 
xind of policy to ſecure their own 
ſtate and intereſt ; but ſay they, there 
is no ſuch neceſſity certainly for the 
common 
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Common peoples reading the Scrip» 
taces, when as in the times of the ojd 
Teſtament there were many Believers, 
as Fob & his friends,who yer living not 
among the Fews,to who then only were 
comminted theOracles ofGod,were deſticute 
of the holy Scriptures: we anſwer,that as 
for 70b & his friends they lived by com- 
putation of the beſt divines before the 
Law and the written Word ; whereas 
had they lived afrer it they had bcen 
bound ro have the Scripture after it 
was delivered; beſides, what if jc be 
granted that ſome believers there 
were under the Old Teſtament, who 
de fats had not the Scriptures, muſt it 
therefore now de jure be trae, that the 
commonalty ought not to have 
them? undcr the Old Teſtament per= 
haps God might by viſion , or ſome 
other extraordinary way , reveale his 
will anto ſome of the Gentiles, as unto 
Job & others before their Converſion, 
which ways being not now to be 
expected, reaſon it is that all People 
ſhould now fetch their knowledge of 
God from the Sciiptuces, Againe, 
they 
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they objet that Paul writ not his 
Epiſtle unto the Romans in Latine, 
which was their vulgar tongue, but in 
Greek, therefore to put the Scriptures 
ina vulgar tongue is not needfull: 
we anſwer,that the reaſon of this was, 
that thoſe ſacred monuments of Payl 
being to inflra& all people beſides 
the'R omans, the Spirit thought it moſt 
convenient to write it in ſuch a lan- 
guage Which might moſt univerſally 
be underſtood, now that the 
greek was then moſt known unto all 
Nations appeares not only out of 
prophane Authors, but alſo out of 
the Scriptures themſelves: as from 
Rom.1.16, and other places, where the 
Apoſtle under the name of Greeke 
comprehends all rhe Gentiles : {but 
we muſt not here ſtand too Tong up*> 
on theſe things ; ic remaines that ſince 
the Scripture is profitable for inſtra Gion in 
RK ighteouſneſie, good reaſon therefore it 
3s, that all people being'thus to be in- 
firated ſhould read the holy Scrip- 
tures, Whoſe end it is (as the Apo- 
ſtle goes on) that the man of God may be 
perfec; 
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perfect and throughly furniſhed unto all geod 
works, 5 T8 F658 aryonrC-, 2. tu by COmMm®. 
paring the 1 Tim. 6.11. with this, the 
Minifter or interpreter of God,ſuch as 
Timothy was himſelfe, that he might he 
perfec?, throughly furniſhed unto all good 
workes : that he namely, who is of 
greateſt concernement, and know-' 
ledge in the Church, may out of the 
Scriptures furniſh himſelfe with the 
knowledge of ſach durtyes, which be- 
long unto God and his neighbour, 
there is no kind of good worke or 
duty,which can be thought vpon,but 
the Scripture doth prefcribe and 
prepare us unto: and this is the mea- 
ning of the words, on which I have 
been the Ionger, becaufe by them T 
have taken occaſion to reſolve you of 
ſach doubts, which for breviry fake 1 
cannot at large and diſtinttly handle: 
from the words themſclves yon may 
note theſe three common obſervati- 
Ons, 
x. That the Scriptures are of di- 
vine authority, for they are inſpired 
of God. 
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2. That they are moſt perſpicu- 
ous, and in the main moſt eaſily to be 
underſtood: for otherwiſe how could 
they be profitable for our inſtrufion in 
righteouſneſſe. | 

. That they are moſt perfeC&: 
for if the Miniſter himſelfe can draw 
out of them all things neceſſary unto 
his duty, it will follow doubtleſfſe 
that they containe all things neceſſa- 
ry for our Salvation, and that they 
are moſt perfeft. 

1. Then we ſhall ſhew, that the 
Scriptures are of Divine authority: 
What theſe Scriptures are none here 
I ſuppoſe can be ignorant of, for you 
muſt needs conclude from whar hath 
been ſpoken, that they are the Word 

of God, or holy bookes written by 
the inſpiration of God,to make us wiſe 
unto Salvation ; fo that in the very 
frontiſpeice (as *twere ) of the defini- 
tion you may diſcover from whence 
they proceed ; God is the Authour of 
them that is certaine, and *rwere as 
abſurd for a Chriſtian to deny this, as 
for any man to deny that beames and 

raycs 
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rayes proceed from the Sunne, and 
therefore he that calls into queſtion, 
or denys that the Sctiptures are the 
Word of God, is as unworthy the name 
of a Chriſtian, as he is of a Phyloſopher 
or a Metaphyſitian, that diſallowes of a 
naturall body or entity, becauſe theſe are 


* things whichare neceſſary to be pre- 


ſuppoſed of him: ſhould all the men 
of the werld unanimouily conſpire 
to deny that the Scriptures are the 
Word of God, yet are they no lefſe 
divine and authenticall then the 
Sunne would belight, it all men o- 
therwiſe were blinded: ler Tzrkes and 


A Pagans ſay what they will, yet the 


Scriptures will be ſtill Gods word, 


 andthere are ſuch ſuthcient reaſons 
© forto prove it, that he chat is not 
” either wilfully blinded or malici- 


= ouſlybent muft needs confefſe the 


> fame; for that they are from God, 
” and fo inthemſclves of divine Autho- 
& rity, ſundry reaſons may be given, 
= weſhall only for brevity ſakename 


three or foure: For befides chat they 


doe moſt cleerly reveale unto us the 
nature 
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nature and workes of God, as the 


: three Perſons in the Trinity, the 


myſtery of the regeneration, and the 
like things, altogether above the 
reach and contrivance of man ; ben 
ſidesthe impartialnefle and candour 
of the Pen-men of them, for ſo Moſes 
ſctteth down the inceſt of his Pa- 
rents, of whom he was begotten, Ex, 
6.2. and his own diſobedience, Numb. 
11.11. fonah his murmering, and Fe- 
remiab his fretting, which undoubred- 
ly ſhews that they were not biaffed 
with any carnall reſpe&s, but alto- 
gether overruled and inſpired by an 
higher Spirit; beſides alſo the quality 


& condition of the Pen-men, Amos an 


heardſman, Mathew a pablican, the 4» 
poſtles many of them fiſhermen, which 
evidently (ſhew that there was ſome 
higher power which did inftill into 
them that profoundnefſe of wiſe« 
dome, which all the art and Phyloſg- 
pby in the world can never reach unto: 
Adde to theſe the conſent and holy 
conſpiracy (as *twere) between all 
their writings , notwithſtanding the 
great 
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great difference of times they wrote 
in, the remoteneſle of places, and the 
diverſity of matters whereof they 
have written; ſo incredible and di- 
vine is their mutuall harmony, that you 
would rather think one man wrir 
them with divers penns, then that 
divers men writ them by one 
Spirit; befides theſe and ſundry other 
reaſons, I fay, which may ſufficiently 
declare who is the principall Authour 
of this holy writ, another great argu- 
ment & teſtimony of their originall is, 
firſt, the truth and events of Scripture 
Propheſyes ; Can any man , Ange], oc 
created being foretc]] future contin- 
gent events,can they tell the very name 
of a men, and the time of his birth a 
hundred yeares before hand, asthe 
Spirit by Ffay did concerning Cyrus? 
and in the 1 of the Kings 13. concer- 
n ng a fofias by name above 300 
yeares ſay Annaliſt's betore he - was 
borne? could ever any of the cheating; 
Oracles of the Heathens, or any coun- 
terfeited Sybill tell of a Meſſias to be 
borne 4000 years after,%then to come 
2 tO 
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to paſſe juſt as *twas foretold, as it 


did according to the promiſe made to 
Adam, Gen. 3.15, we our ſelves of this 
Nation are living examples of the 
trath of holy prediions& ſucceeding 
events, the Scriptures many thou- 
ſandyeares ago did foretell the call- 
ing of the Gentiles, for in him ſay they 
ſhall the Gentiles truſt , and all the ends of 
the earth ſhall ſee the Salvation of God, 
ans behola the Propheſy accompliſhed in our 
ſelves : we Who heretofore fate in 
darknefſe and the ſhaddow of death, 
doe now lye under glorious light, 
who before were not a people, bur 
are now a people; *ewere endlefle ro 
relate unto you all the Propheſyes 
which were exa&tly accomplilt't ac- 
cording to the times , places, and 
circumſtances foretold: 

2. Butſecondly,the miracles that 
were wrought by, and did accom- 
pany the teachers and writers of the 
Word, may ſuthciently confirme our 
faith in the authority of the Scrip- 
tures themlelves, unlefſe we are worſe 
then the Mayitians, who upon the Mi- 
racle 
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racle of lice could cry out tors is the 
finger of God, Exod 8. 19. but how may 
we know that the Miracles we 
read in the Goſpells are true, ſince by 
ſome the Goſpell it ſelfe is doubted 
of ? Anſwer, that were they not true 
they would have either been refuted 
or rejected by the men of thoſe dayes, 
but ſo farre were they then from that 
(asa learned man notes) that Foſephus 
a Jew, an cnemy to the Chriſtian 
truth, did acknowledge Chriſt to be 
the worker of many miracles. 

A 34 main argument of the Divinity 
of the Scriptures, may be that admi- 
rable force and power which they 
have upon the minds and hearts of 
men, which believe in them, ſfome- 
times co humble and caft down, ſomes» 
' times to comfort and raiſe up the 
| Spirits, what vigour doth it pur into 

: a man enabling him to retift even his 
- own defires, to fight again(t his own 
© fleſh andblood, to ſuffer and beare 
| all afflitions and tribulations for 


Chriſt his ſake : ſhew me any humane 
| E' eloquence that can alter and change 
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the very natures of men, that can 
ovei-awe, keep under hatches the re- 
bellions,martinies, and motions of the 
{iclh, tnat can puta Felix into a trem=- 
bling, a Rubborne Pharavh into a re- 
lenting, that can give light unto the 
iimple, ſtop the mouth of gain- 
ſayecs, that can divide becween the 
heart and the world , between a 
mans felfe and his {elfe ; hamane elo-« 
quence that can only move and per- 
ſwade, this force and command z i 
comes with an a#7&- 199, thus ſaith the 
Lord, and rherefore exadtts obedience. 


Add to all theſe the teſtimonies of | 


all times concerning the Scriptares, 


their Antiquity, Moſes being borne be- þ! 
fore the very Gods of the Heathens, [2 
the lateſt of rhe Prophers matching the If 
antienreſt of rhe Phylojophers 5 adde 
allo cheir conſtant preſ.rvation and |! 


continuance even til now, maugre 
all che fury and rage of Tyrants, the 
malice of Pivells and diveliſh 


men, + 


wh have done, and doe ſtill oppole 


theſe holy writings; adde finally unto j3 
all theſe, the teſtimonies of an army? 


of 
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>f Martyrs, maintaining even to.death 
the truth of the Scriptures ; men of 
41 ſorts, ignorant, who though they 
cuuld not diſpute , could yer dye ter 
tle truch, wiſe, rich, poore, of all 
age and ſexes, women, children, aged 
foltes, enduring all manner of ror- 
metts, With all patience and con- 
ftarry for- the maintenance of Gods 
Word, and the truthes therein con- 
fained; theſe with many other reaſons 
nay ſuthciently demonſtrace, that 
Jod alone is the Author of the Scrip- 
ures : but now as there may be many 
vitnefſes unto a bond, and yet fiill all 
ze of little moment, unleſſe the ſeale 
ie put on too, in like manner all theſe 
vitneſſes and arguments here produ- 
ed will be of little concernemenr 
nto our Salvation, unleile they be 
ſeded with the Spirit of promiſe,as the Apo= 
th ſpeakes Epheſ. 1. 13. we may be 
coivited by the foregoing argu- 
meits that God is the Authour 6f the 
Hoy Scriptures, but yet chey canne« 
verper ſe worke faith nor a full aſſu- 
rane of them,unleffe the Spirit which 

4 beareth 
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beareth witnefſe unto our Spirits, 
Jointly cooperates and opens our eye 
more fully to ſee this light : for 
Hagar, Gen. 21.19. could not ſee tle 
fountain that was neer her untill Ged 
had opened her eyes, fo neither an 
we perfedtly diſcernc or favirgly 
know the holy Scriptures untillthe 
Holy Ghoſt doth open our eyes, as 
David ſpeakes , to behold the marv:llous 
things of the Law: we have therefore 
occalion here to enquire, how it may 
appeareunto us that the Scripture: 
arethe Word of God, or how a mar 
may favingly and truely know tha 
the Scriptures are the Word of Got 
and of divine authority ? the Papiſt 
they ſay that the reaſon why the 
believe the Scriptures are the Wor 
of God, is becauſe the Chura 
ſaith ſo, we ſay that the reafn 
why we believe them fo to Ie, 
is becauſe they are in themſehes 
worthy of all beliefe, and becarſe 
the Spirit of God witneſſeth ind 
ſealeth unto our Spirics that they 
ore the Word ,of God ; now whe- 
ker 
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ther the witneſſe of men, or the wit- 
neſſe of God be greater, iudge ye : 
however it hath been a point very 


® much controverted and canvaſſed on 


both fides , therefore I ſhall endea- 
vour briefly and cleerly ro ſtate ir, 
and to make you underitand the ah- 
ſucdity and vanity of their poſition. 
Our theſis, on which 1 ſhall ground 
my Diſcourſe , ſhall be this, namely 
that the Authority of the Scriptares 
in eſſe copnito and quoad nos doth not 
ſo depend on the Church as on their 
own innate light, and teſtimony of 
the Spirit within us : the termes of 
this Theſis being explained you will 


+ ealily underſtand the whole matter; 
= I ſay then, that the Authority of che 
= Scriptures ineſſe cognito, and quoad nos, 
= for though ſome of the Papiſts have 
2 been ſo impudent as to athirme, that 
2 the Scriptures have no more divine 
| authority in them without the Teſti= 
> mony of the Church, then ops 
3 Fables or Ovid's Metamorphofis hath, 
3 yet ſome of the moderne and inge- 
x nuous of chem doe acknowledge,that 


In 
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in themſelves indeed they are of di- 
vine authority, yet this cannot ( ſay 
they ) otherwiſe appeare unto us then 
by the teſtimony of the Church : we 
ſay then, that they may otherwiſe ap- 
peareunto us to be Gods Word then 
by the church, as we may know that 
lighr is light, and gold is gold by 
their owne qualities and luftre, with- 
out any mans telling of us that they 
are ſo; beſides, if they are as they 
confeſſe of divine authority in them- 
ſelves, by what Law then can their 
Church afurpe authority over them, 
unlefſe ( as needs ic muſt come to | 
paſſe) they account the authoricy of #7 
their Church above that of God, and W 
{ſo become no lefſe blaſphemers then 
abſurd. be 

2. I fay, that the authority of the 2 
Scriptures in efſe copnito and quoad nos, 7 
doth notſo much depend upon the 7 
* Church, as on their own innate light, 2 
and teſtimony of the Spirit within us; 
doth not ſo much I ſay, for I doe not |? 
deny but that che Church is a great (! 
contirmer of the truth and _— | 
| 0 
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of the Scriptures, and tharit doth 
execute many good offices toward 
them. As 

Firft, it is a witnefſe unto them, 
and a keeper and preferver of them; 
but now will any one be ſoabſurd 
to ſay, that the records or writings of 
a King doe receive authority from 
their Notary or Regiſter, becauſe he 
keeps them? 

Secondly,the Charch may difcerne 
and judge between trae and falſe 
ſuppolititions Scriptures, and that by 
examining them according to the 
originall Canon and platforme of Moſes 
his Law, for my ſheep ſaith our Saviour 
Fohn 10. hrare my voyce, and fo can 
diftinguithit from another ; but now 
as a Goldſmith may by his weights 
androuchſone diſtinguiſ1 Gold trom 
Copper,& yet not be ſaid to make the 
Gold, yea or to make ict ſo unto us, but 
only to make us the more eaſily be- 
lieve that Gold itis,in like manner the 
Church in its examining & difſtinguiſh- 
ing of Scriptures can be only ſaid ro 
confirm unto us the divinity of them, 
not 


(1 89) 


not-in any wiſe,either in themſelves or 
unto us, to make them divine. 

The third thing that the Church 
doth, is to preach and divulge the 
Scriptures; but now as we believe and 
obey the Proclamation of a King, 
not becauſe ſach an one proclaimeth 
it, but for it ſelfe, ſo likewiſe we obey 
and believe the Scriptures not for the 
Church, bat its own ſake. 

Fourthly, the Church doth ex- 
pound and interpret Scriptures ; but 
now as a faithfull Interpreter of an 
Embaſſadour doih not either adde or 
take from the true fence and 
meaning of him, ſo likewiſe net- 

ther doth or ought the trueChurch to 
adde or diminiſh any thing of Holy 
Writ,and therefore much lefle hath ic 
power to make it in anty wiſe of any 
greater price or value then really 
It is in it ſelfe, and this is all the true 
power that the Church can challenge 
in relation unto the holy Scriptures: 
my wherefore the true Church we ho+ 
V1 nour in reſpe& of theſe things, but 
Fi | we doe not adore it and make it of 
| greater 
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greater Authority then the Scriptures 
themſelves. Wherefore 
' 3. Welſay, that the Authority of 
them doth not fo much depend on the 
Church, as on their own innace light, 
and reftimony of the Holy Spiric 
within us;their own innate light | ſay 
'” for faith Chamier there is in the 
2 Scriptures a peculiaris genius and ftrein, 
© whereby they may upon examination 
= becably diſcovered to be the Word 
” of God , asaCGritick will know by 
” the phraſe and ftile, and the like, that 


_— 
8 


 ſach a bodk is Lyvies, ſuch an one 


” Fuvenals, ſo alſo will a Chriftian up- 
on the due ſearch & triall of the holy 
L Scriptures by their matter Heavenly, 
© by their ſtile deep, and by their di- 
=” vine phraſe myſticall , preſently con- 
” clude that they are the Word of God, 
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by the hearſay of the Charch hiſfto- 
rically know the Scriptures, but this 
will no more comfort his heart then 
the diſcourſes concerning honey and 
ſweet-meates will the ſtomacke: 
aman may alſo be convited of the 
truth of the Word from thoſe argu- 
ments | prefled evennow, and yet he 
may be no more converted by them 
then the ewes were at the Miracles of 
Chriſt, which they knew were 
wrought by a divine power: well then 
what is it that muſt ultimately per- 
iwade us and aſſurea child of God 
certitudine fidei with an aſſurance of | 
faith that the Scriptures are the Word 
of God? the Church that cannot, for 
how can that infuſe faith , which 
the Scriptures every where ſer forth 

to be the Gift of God? what ther is it | 

that alſures us? donbtlefie the i 


4 


Spirit of God co-working with us, | 


and upon our prayers and «ciligent # 
reading and examining of the 
Word, alluring us that this Word 
which was thus confirmed by mi- | 
racles, thus verifyed by the truth of | 


the? 


by 
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the Propheſyes contained in it, this 
Word that hath ſo perfe& a conſent 
within its ſelf, that hath ſo admirable 
efficacy upon the hearers and readers 
thereof,that hath been ſowonderfully 
preſerved in all ages, that this Word, 
and this Word only , is the Word of 
God, and of divine authority ; ſo 
then,the Church that can only report 
unto us, the Spirit that dorh 
firmely perſwadeus ; the Church that 
can minifterially only ingenerate an 
opinion in us, the Spirit a Faith and 
certainty of the Scriptures ? as then 
men may heare a very great report of 
anothers worth , learning, and coun- 
ſell, and yet be never fully ſatisfied 
concerning it, till rhey find it ſo to 
be by their own experience ; or ag 
thoſe Samaritans who did believe in 
part on Chrift for the ſaying of the 
woman, were yet notwithſtanding 
further confirmed & eſtabliſhed in rhe 
faith of him,when they heard his own 
words Fohy 4. 24- in like manner 
though we may hiſtorically believe 
that the Scriptures are the Word - 
Go 


47 nn ney nc —————_y 


(192) 


God becauſe the Church ſaith ſos 
yet this teſtimony of the Church 
doth miniſter little afſurance or ſatiſ- 
faction unto a child of God, untill it 
be farther back't on and eſtabliſhed 
by a farther teſtimony of the Spirit, 
which eandoubtedly muſt be the 
firmeſt aſſurance a man can have, 
becauſe it is that alone which deth open 
the eyes to behold the wondrous things of 
the Law, Pſal.119, 18, 'tis that alone 
which leadeth into all truth, Joh. 16.13, 
*cis that alone which infſeparably ac- 
companys the faithfull in the Scrip- 
tures, My Epirit which zs upon thee, 
and my words which I have put in thy 
mouth ſhall not depart out of thy mouth, 1[a. 
59.21, and therefore *tis that alone 
which gives ſtrongeſt evidence unto 
its ſelfe ſpeaking in the Scriptures, if 
yee receive the wimeſſe of men, the witneſſe 
of God is preater faith S. Paul; the wit- 
nefle of the Church is but the wit- 
neſſe of men, therefore the witneſle 
of the Spirit is greater : but ſay they, 
the Spirit ſpeaketh by the Charch, 
and therefore we muft believe the 
Church 
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Church only when it teſtif yes of the 
Scripeures : Whitaker anſwers for me, 
that if fo be the Spirit doth thus ſpeak 
by the Church, from whence then hath 
the Church this aſſurance but from 
the Spirit, and ſo our beliete of rhe 
Scriptures muſt altimarely reſolve of 
neceſſity into the Teſtimony of che 
Spirit: againe they ſay, that the 
Church was before the Scriptures; we 
anſwer, no byno meanes, for then 
how can the Word be called the ever» 
laſting wiſedome of God, and the imanortall 
ſeed, of which the Church is borne: the 
Charch was before the wricten Word 
but not before the unwritten. Aske a 
Payiſthow they know that the Church 
is of ſuch anthority, and they will 
prove it by the Scriptures, and there= 
fore the authority proving, muſt 
needs be of greater eſteem, and be* 
fore the authority proved - but is not 
the Church called the pillar and 
ground of truth ? yes, but what doth 
a candle receive any light from the 
candlefticke, becauſe it ſtickes in it ? 
what though the Church is the ſear 
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and manſion place of the Scriptures, 
yet were it poſſible that there were 
no Church in the World, yet is not 
the Scripture of lefſe authority then 
now it is; the Gharch then is only a 
miniſteriall pillar to preſerve, keep, 
and ſet forth the word, not a fundamens 
taf one to uphold and give being 
unto it : and here I might wade far. 
ther into a Diſcourſe concerning the 
authority of the Church and the 
Scriptures , but it having been fo 
fully handled already and anſwered 
by maltitudes of eminent men, I ſhall 
goe no farther: it remaines that [ 
ſhould praftically apply what hath 
been already ſpoken , but this, toge- 
ther _=_ the other propertyes of 
Scriptures, their perſpicaity and per- | 
feftion, 1 ſhall leave to the next part. 


= _ 
S932: 4 SD 


This is the AUTHOURS laſt 
Sermon that ever He preacht, 
which was at S. AMaries 1n 
Oxon. March 20.1655. 


Phil. c.3. v. 8. firſt pare. 


Yea doubtleſſe and I count 
all things but boſſe, for 


; the excellency of the 


| MAanovwledge of Chr ie 
- ; Feſus my 4 


N this Chapter the A- 
poftle armes hjs Philip- 
fo FN pions againſt their falſe 

rat cachers , by oppoſing 
pÞ = his own judgement and 
| example to their erroneous and Iy- 


& 3 ing 


( 196) I 


ing ſuggeſtions. There were a com- 
pany of prophane perſons ſtarted up 
in the Church of Phjlippi, whom 
Payl counts no better then doggps, 
evill workers, and of the conciſion, 
verſe 2. who inſtead of circumcifing 
their hearts, w-nt about rather to cut 
and rend aſunder the Church ; theſe 
men now being left ro be brought 
from their old fleſhly cofrdences, the 
workesof theLaw , did vaunt much 
of their outward priviledges, and 
would fain ſlink into circumci/ion, 
and other ceremoniall performances, 
and joyne them with Chriſt, teaching 
that theſe were neceſſary to Juſtifica» 
tion, as well as faith in him. The 
Apoſtle therefore in zeale to the 
truth, and the better to quell theſe 
falſe Doftors, deales with them at 
their own weapon ; and becauſe he 
muſt needs Glory, when they force 
him to it, he falls upon them with his 
own priviledges, and ſhewes wherein þ 
he may boaſt as well, nay more then Þ 
the belt of them; if any man thinketh Þ 
he hath whereof he may truſt in the feſb , 
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T more, v. 4, 5, 6 but well, (faith he) 
doe you think that either you or [ 
are- the betrer for theſe things, or a 
Jot the nearer Heaven ? certainly in 
no wile, and therefore I would have 
you Philippians (to whom1 write )take 
notice for your own example, tharz 1 
am of a contrary judgement to theſe 
ſedacers; for what things were gaine 
to me &c, *tis true indeed faith Saint 
Paul before my converſion, I verily 
thought circumcition, outward pri- 
viledger, and my own legall righte- 
ouſnelle a great gain and vantage to 
me ; I ſooth'd my felfe up C vain 
Phariſee as Il was ) and choughr 
Heaven was my due and right; but 
when once the knowledge of Chriſt 
dawn'd in upon me, thoſe things 
which in my judgement were xp 
gain, profitable ro me (that is) and 
mericorious in order to my Salva- 


| tion, I preſently thought to be Cyuiz, 
| things that were like to looſe by, 
' ſhould Irruſt in them, rather hinde- 
| rers then promoters of my Salvation ; 
| yea doubtleſle and ar this prefens 


time 


LR _ 


time, now that 1 ama grown Chri- 
ſtian, rooted and ſctled in the know- 
Icdge of Chriſt ; yer T count my pre- 
ſenc good workes and righteouſneſles 

ea Ta mdyrs, Duecung, in mundo ſunt 
(faich Ambroſe) all my learning and 
parts, every thing beſides, bat loſſe, per- 
nicious, raw, empty things for the ex- 
cellency of the knowlege of Chriſt Feſus my 
Lord. The moreI know Chriſt, the 
ledle ſtill of good I know by my fſeltfe, 
afrcerall things | finde it beſt to relye 
upon his imputed righteouſneſſe ; fo 
that the words of my text are a con- 
firmation, or if you will, a farther 
amplification of whar he faid in the 
preceding verſe: exaz wwiyy yea 
doubtlefſe in good truth, whar I ſaid 
(verſe7.) was true at my firſt con- 
verſion, is much more trne now, 
viz, that T count all things as lofſe for the 
excellency of the knowledy of Chriſt Feſus my 
Lord: So that here Pa! pafſeth his 
vote for the knowl-dge of Chriſt, 
againſt all chings beſides ; in this there 
33 =» vTegtyoy excellency admirable 
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5%82a2 lofſe and dogs meat, fit only 
for ſach dogges as falſe teachers to 
feduce and delightin : the words in 
themſelves and in their relation to 
the former, will afford many obſerva- 
tions, 

I» Obſ. That no outward privi- 
ledges areof any profit to Salvati- 
On e Paul, circumciſed the eighth day, 
of the ſtock of Iſrael, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrewes, 
when he comes to know Chriſt 
counts all theſe bur loſſe. 

5. Noe righteouſneſſe of our 


! owneither before or after converiion 
1 can juftifie us before God. Thoſe out- 
! ward good workes, by which Paul 
| thought in his Phariſaicall condition 
| to have gained Heaven by, before his 
: converſion, he counts loſſe; yea doubt- 
| lefle and all things beſides, he meanes 
| his goodnefle alſo after converſion, 
| this he counts no better for the ex- 
| cellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Feſus. 


3. That there is an extraordinary 


excellency in the knowledge of Chriſt 
[above all things beſides; or if you 
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pleaſe, that the knowledge of Chrift 
is the moſt excellent knowledge that 
is. I mighc proſecute all theſe, bur I 
ſhall pitch only on the latter, as being 
moſt ſujrable to the place and comn- 
pany I ſpeake to. In profecution of | 
the point, I ſhall ſhew unrco you | 
firſt, what is meant by che knowledge 
of Chrift. Secondly, ] {hall ſhew unto 
you! what qualifications there bein 
this knowledge,that may denominate Þ 
it fo exce}lent. Thirdly, I ſhall more F 
particularly ſhew unto you , whence [7 
It isthar this knowledge is ſo excel- |? 
eat. Fou'thly, apply the point. 1 

1. What is meant by the knows |] 
ledge of Chrift Teſus our Lord ; there 
is a twofold knowledge of things ; 
firſt, a bare Hiftoricall and ſpecu- 
lative, the ſecond a praficall cxperi- |: 
mentall knowledze ; The firſt is only|' 
a ſuperkiciall view , and glance of theſ 
underſtanding upon the truth andf: 
being of chings; thus the Divels do be-| 
lieve, & thus even reprobates may know. 
Chriit; Asa man may know a coun-F 
try ina Map or table, which yet he if 
never 
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never like to ice; ſo may themoſt 
debauch't wicxed wretch in the 
world have ſome ſcantling book- 
knowledge of Cirift , and yer never 
enjoy him inHeaveri hereafcer;he may 
be able ro draw a ſcholaſtick Mera» 
phyiicall ſcheme of Chriſt his natures, 
his offices, his ſtates of humility, 
exaltation, and the like; he may be 
able co diſcourſe profoundly of his 
Incarnation, the Hypoſtaricall union, 
and whole myſtery of our redempti= 
on, and yet with all his learning 
finke deeper into Hell : chough his 
braine may be full of nocionall 
truths, yer his heart may be empty of 
any comtorrable experiences of his 
Lord and Saviour, He cannot with 
thomas ſay. my Lord and my God; bur 
as the Grecks, that came up to worſhip 
at the feaſt Joh. 12. would faine ſee 
Jeſus, yet more oat of cariolity, then 
delire ro be inſtrufted by him ; ſo 
doe ſuch ſeek after and ſtudy Chriſt 
more in order to the ſatisfaftion of 
theic underſtandings, then converic 101 
of their ſoules. Bur 

2: 
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2. There isa praQicall experimen 
tall knowledge, where the truths that 
we know have a ſtrong impreſſion 
upon our ſoules, fo as toworke and 
transforme them into the ſame image 
with the thing known ; when we do 
not reſt in the bare contemplation of 
the'thing, but perfe&ly love and are 
raviſh't with the excellencyes of it : 
and this is that knowledge of Chriſt 
that Payl prefers in the text, he 
counts all things as loſle and dung in 
compariſon of it, the more he knew 
Chriſt, the lefſe he regarded other 
things; the more he was taken 
with him , the more willing was he 
to be raled by him as his Lord, ta 
obey his precepts, tobe anſwerable 
to him in all things; now this pradti- 
call knowledge of Chriſt includes 
therefore theſe three things as I ſup- 
pole in It. 

Firſt, Aſlſent to his Dof&rine, Word, 
and Promiſes. Every ſcience before it 
is perfe&ly gotten ſappoſeth an afſent 
co ſome undemonſtrable principles , 
which are foundations of it ; _ 

OT 
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for one inſtance ; before the under- 


| Rtanding can Build farther in the Mas 


thematicks it preſames this as a ground 
that Totwm eſt majus ſua parte : ſo thar 
even in cheſe things faith ſeemes to 
be principium inteeus , as Cuſanus 
ſpeakes, the prime engine that ſets 
the underſtanding aworke in the pur- 
ſuit of knowledge ; and therefore we 
can never come to a diſtin ſaving 
knowledge of Chrift, unlefſe we firft 
believe in his Word and Doftrine ; 
A Tarke may know Chriſt ſo farre 
as by hear-fay and Hiſtory , yet he 
cannot be ſaid favingly to know him, 
becauſe he denies his aſſent unto the 
Goſpell, which is the ordinary way 


| of diſcoyering him to a man; As 
| when thoſe that pretend to be dit- 


| ciples of any great Phylsſspher or 


Schollar doe wholly ſubmit them - 


| ſelves to his dopmate, writings, and o- 


pinions; as forexample, the Peripa- 


| xeticks to Ariſtotle; the Ccotiſts ro 


Scotus ; the Thomiſts to Thomas his 
Dofrine; infomuch that they doe 


| even {weare to reſigne up their judge- 


ments 
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ments to the words of their Maſter, 
why ſo ? much more ought Chriſti- 
ans to give their aſſent unro the Word 
of their Lord & maſter Chriſt ; there- 
fore Fob 10. tis ſaid, that hrs Sheepe 
heare his voice and follow him ; they pres» 
ſently adhere to his word, and accor- 
t. dingly obey him in it, He that heareth 
Ui my Word, end velieveth on him that ſent me, 
hath everlaſting Life, 70h.5,24. we muſt 
firſt hearken to his Word before we 
can believe on him , and have everla- 
ſting lite. 

Secondly , it implyes affection to 
Chriſt. For as Gods knowing his peo® 
ple implyes his love towards them in 
Scripture , the Lord knews the way of the 
Righteous, Pal. 1. v.6. (o his peoples 
knowing of God jmplyes alſo affe- 
Qion towards him; hence Chriſt ſaith 
that he knows his ſheep, and is known of 
them, Jobn 10. 14. which implyes on 
both ſides a mutuall love to each 
other : for ſo expreſs]y v.15. he ſaith 
he will lay down his life for his ſheep. 
Hence ignorance 1s every where in 
holy writ made the ground of mens 
hatred 
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hatred anddilaffetion to Chriſt, and 
his people ; had they known it, they woul4 
not have crucified the Loyd of Glory, 1 Cor. 
2.8. and John 15.21. and c. 16. v. 3, 
All theſe things (meaning perſecutions ) 
ſaich Chriſt, they will doe unto you, becauſe 
they bave not known the Father nor me: 
did a man throughly and favingly 
know Chriſt he would be more in 
love with him ; for there is ſuch an 
intimacy and union between the 
truth and gocdneffe of divine obs» 
jedts, that whoſoever rightly under- 
ſtand: the one will preſently imbrace 
the other ; ſo that be ſure, that is but 
a vaine empty knowledge of Chriſt, 
where the characters of it are not im- 
printed in our hearts and affe&ions ; 
even in common diſcourſe , when we 
fay I know ſach a one is of excellent 
parts, ofa {weetand good diſpoſi- 
tion; this implies our ſecret efteem 
and reſpe& unto the perſon; and 
how can we be ſaid truely to know 
him as the faireſt of ten-thouſand , 
as our Saviour, Reconciler, Lord and 


| God? unlcile our hearts be carryed 


forth 
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forth in a high efteem and loveof 
him : *cis ſaid Fam. 2.19- The Divells 
do believe and therefore tremble; certainly 
didthey know there was any mercy in 
ſtore for them (as now there is no= 
thing but vengeance) as they now 
tremble and feare, ſo they would then 
love and admire Ghrift; and did we 
but juſtly underſtand the admira- 
ble goodnefſe and excellencies of 
Chriſt, we ſhogyld be more taken with 
him, we ſhould keep his commande- 
ments with more obſervance, and 
feare more to diſpleaſe him then we 
doe. O let us never fay we know 
Chriſt, that we have intimacy and ac- 
quaintance with him, when our 
hearts are farre from him; when we 
have an Tdea of him in our Braine, and 
not ſo much as a luſt Crocified by the 
Knowledge of his death, nor age 
grace the mere implanted by rhe 
knowledpe of hi: Reſurretion; when 
we pretend to know him, yet grieve 
his Spirit, wound his glory, trample 
under foot his blood, diſobey his pre- 


cepts,and preterre a Barrabas,a robber, 
a 
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2 finne that diſpoiles him of his Glory 
before the Lord of life ; believe it, this 
knowledge of Chriſt is (cientia affe&i- 
va; ir muſt finke deeper then 1o into 
our affe&ions, and transforme the 
whole man into the image of Chrift, 
otherwiſe it is but a counterfeit, 
not a reall know jedge of him. 

Thirdly, this practical! knowledp of 
Chrift implies a particuliar applica= 
tion of him to our own ſoules ; what 

ood will it doe me to know there is 
gold in the Indies, unleffe Thad it in 
my coffer, or to know when I am 
hungry that there is in ſvch a place 
hony and food , unlefſe 1 did taftit 
my ſelfe? no more good will the 
knowledge of Chriſt doe us, unleſſe 
we doe cate him and drinke himby 
faith, and can ſay with Payl in the 
text, I know bim 10 be my Lord that hath 
redeemed me and will ſave me : you will 


| not count him a good Phyſitian that 


knoweth only the name, figure, and 
ſhape of an hearb in Gerbard or Mathis= 


| Jus, and not the uſe and application 


of the ſame, and ſo neither can ye 
call 
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call him a knowing Chriſtian that 
can diſcourſe only of Chriſt in gene-= 
rall, being in the meane while igno- 
rant of the benefits and the comfor- 
table application of them:he may till 
for all this lay under the curſe, under 
the pangs of conſcience, the ſence of 
the wrath of God, the tyranny of fin 
and Sathan, unleſſe he can feele 
Chriſts ſpirit, as Thomas &id corpo- 
rally, and ſay. My 7.ord ani My God, 
Fob. 20. 28, in all truc knowledge the 


Atﬀs of the underſtanding are re- 


flexive the ſoule will ſtarr back and 
rebound upon ics ſelfe, it will firſt goe 
out unto Chriſt its dire: obje&t, and 
then r11rne in upon its felfe, and ex- 
amine its own intereſt in him. Hence 
ſaith Saint Paulin the 2 Cor. 13. v.5, 
Examine yeur ſelves whether you be in the 
Failh, let your ſoules retire into them 
ſelves, and there diligently examine 
the matcer, and you will quickly find 
whether you believe in Chiiſt or 
have any communion with him, 
which cannot be rightly known un- 
lefſe you ſo examine your ſclves, _ 
Q 
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fo much ſhall ſuffice to be ſpoken of 
the firſt point, | 

The ſecond is the qualifications 

of this knowledge. | 

1. *Tisa revealed ſupernaturall : 

knowledge. Fleſh and blood hath net ye= 

vealed it unto thee, ſaith Chriſt of him- 


felfeto Simon Peter, but my Father 


which is in Heaven, Mat.16.v. 17. nei« 
ther carnall reaſon nor humane wile- 
dome can ever ſuggeſt Chriſt unto us 2 
*cis God alone that reveales his Sonne 
in us, Gal.1.v.16. Nature can riſe no 
higher then things within ics own 
bounds and ſpheare: As water cannot 
runne above its own fountaine- now 
the knowledg of Chriſt doth muchex+ 


| ceed the reach of natural diſquiſition, 
| *cis 1be wiſedome of God in a myſtery, hidden 


wiſedome, which none of the princes of this 
world knew, 1 Cor. 2-we attaine uſually 
unto nataral/knowledg by much indu- 
ſiry & turmoile of body & minde, when 
our anderftanding doth out of ſome 
imperfe& hintes, and bluſhes of the 
cauſes of chings, by degrees hack and 
hew out the truth of them , and ” 
muc 
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much labour - and toyle we get and 
ſerve out of nature the ſmall know- 
ledge that we have; whereas now all 
the toyle and ſtudy in the world 
will never advance a meer naturall 
man to the knowledge of Chriſt, be- 
cauſe I ſuppoſe he hath not ſo much 
as Mint from nature to fet him a 
worke in the purſuit of it - that there 
ſhould be three perſons in the Eſſence, 
thac the ſecond of theſe perſons, God 
the Sonne , ſhould be made man, and 
be degraded to the forme of a fer- 
vane, be borne of a virgin, dye,and in 
death get a victory over death,and the 
like, are ſuch riddles to a naturall 
man, that he cannot poſlibly receive 
them, as the Apoſtle expreffeth it 
x Cor. 2.15, neither can he in his moſt Þ 
extravagant and roving apprehenſi- 
ons faſten or light upon them : which 
makes me thinke that Triſmegiſtus and 
Plato had been peeping into the book: 
of Moſes, when they ſpeak fo emphati: 
cally of the 5 a5y©,, yea and the 
Spirit of God, ae they are quoted by 
Lud. Vives & Morney in their bookes d: 
; veritalt 
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veritate Religionis, ſo that the meer 
hiſtoricall knowledge of Chriſt doth 
Originally ariſe from revelation, how 
much more then doth the true ſaving 
knowledge of him deſcend immedi - 
ately from the Spirit of God, «n- 
lightning our underftandings to ſee 
him , opening our hearts to embrace 
him, and guiding us into all cruch, 
*risnot onr poring upon a body of 
Divinity, our running over the 
Schoolemen, and ſpending our oyle 
and labour in the bare ſpeculation of 
theſe truths, that bring us to a ſaving 

owledge of Chriſt; but we muſt 
be all taught of God, and waite upon 
the bleſſed influences of his Spirit 
with an humble ſoule, with prayers 


| and reares, and faſting and weeping 
| and mourning for our ignorance, that 
| God would come from above into us 


and inftruct ns in the excellent know- 


| ledge of him, who indeed to them that 


periſh is foolifhneſſe , but to them that are 
called the wiſedome of God , andibe pew:r 

of God. 
2 This is the alone ſaving know- 
—_ ledye 
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ledge, that is, this is life eternall that they 
might know thee the only true God and Feſus 
Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent, Toh, 17.3. There 
is 110 other name given under Heaven by 
whom we can be ſaved ; and he # the way, 
the truth, and the life,end the door by whom 
alone we have entrance into Heaven, 
how can we enter into life, but by the 
way, by the doore ? how can we ſee 
the Father but by the Sonne, who re- 
veales him ? So that to aſſigne Salva- 
tion to ſuch as never ſo much as 
dream't of Chriſt, is' a preſumption 
not inftifiable by Scripture or reaſon: 
I cannot conceive how the dimme 
ſnuſfe of naturall light ſhould be ſuf- 
ficient to guide a man to Heaven. 'Tis 
oaly that light of the world, as the 
Evangeliſt ſaich,that 5a:@- 735 Juyns, 
that Sanne of the ſoule (as the Fa- 
ther ſtiles him) that ſhewes us the way 
to eternall happinefſe, fince without | 
faich in him "cis impoſſible to pleaſe | 
God, and all the beſt righteouſneſſey 
of naturall men are but menſtruous 
raggs, ſplendid abominations; A 
corrupt tree cannot bring forth good 

| fraic, | 
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fruit, neither doe we gather grapes 
of chornes; we may in charity hope, 
we cannot our of the Scripture con- 
clude, that any are ſaved withour the 
knowledge of Chiift: neicher the 
Fewes imply by their Law, nor the 
Gentiles by cheir Phyloſophy could ever 
reach Heaven. Though Clemens Alex- 
andrinus,and many of the Schoolmen, 
&Zuinglius ſeem to teach the contrary, 
perhaps more out of charity to ſoe 
many poore ſoules, thiit otherwiſe 
they thought muſt rx periſh, 
then any folid grouyMthey had from 
Scripture for it: and ferjouſly who 


| could without trembling*think of the 
| fad condition of thoſe poor wretches 
that the revealed Word of God con- 
cludes them under, were ir not for 
| this, that God ha's unſearcheable_ 
| wayes to ſave thoſe that we moſt 
| deſpair of, that the infinite mercifull 
E creator can by meancs altogether un- 
| knownto us, diſplay his Sonne even 


to thoſe that ſit in darkeneſſe, and 
the regions of death. But to haften, 

3. This knowledge of Chrift is a 

| 3 pleaſant 
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pleaſant knowledge : All knowledge 
(as the Phyloſepher notes) carries 
a ſecret content and pleaſure along 
with it, and therefore videre & 
ſpeculari querimus ut gaudeamus ; As 
| d:lightfull colours are unto the 
| eye, (o is truth unto the underſtan- 
| ding, a comfortable refreſhing thing; 
now the knowledge of Chriſt muſt 
be pleaſant in its very firſt dawning 
Ill; to a benighred ſoule, for the entrance 
| of it giv:th light and underſtanding to the 
Il! ſimple. P[ 119.v.130. muſt not the ap- 
ll! proach ot light be needs be pleaſanc 
to thoſe under the poles after halte a 
years darknefſe, or unto ſuch as are 
I | | borne bliad , or have been kept ina | 
| 
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dungcon all their dayes before ; and | 
can ihe San of Righteouſnefſe think | 
yeb: otherwiſe when he riſech in aÞ 
poore fſoule, that hath laid thicry, 
forty, perhaps fifcy yeares togeither in Þþ 
blindnefſe and ignorance ? O howf 
comfortable a thing will it then be 
unto him to ſee himlelte tranſlated ont 
of darkeneſſe into marvellous light, to find 
the eyes of his underſtanding _ 

| Cla6 
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the veile taken off, and his'finnes par- 
doned, which were as a thick cloud 
to hinder him from the fight of his 
Saviour , all the wayes of wiſedome axe 
wayes of pleaſantneſſe and her paths peace, 
Prov. 3. 17. What more pleaſant 
then light ? why Chriſt is the true light : 
3-1, what more delightſome to the 
caſt then hony ? His Fatutes are (wee- 
terthen the hony er hony=combe, Plal. 19. 
what more taketh us then eaſe and 
ret ? hig very yoake is eafie andbis burden 
lipt, Mat. 11, *tis ignorance of Chriſt 
thit makes his wayes ſeem unplea- 
ſaat to us; for no man ever tooke 
any pleaſure in that which he 
underftands not; hence thoſe in- 
ward loathings of his Word, thoſe 
rifings and heart-burnings againſt rhe 
ſimpliciry of the Goſpel] in prophane 
perſons ; theſe are people of no un- 
derſtanding, they never knew what 
belonged to the inward comforts and 
refreſhinents of the Spirit z what de- 
light there is in keeping Gods Law, 
what pleaſure *cis for a thirſty ſonle 
to drink of the water of life , fora 
P 4 hungry 
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hungry ſoule to feed upon Manna 
and the bread thar came down from 
Heaven? they know what comfort 
there is in the kiſſes of his mourh, in 
his love that is better then wine, 
in his abode and ſoupping with you; 
and therefore no wonder thar al. 
theic delight is to dowze themſelves 
in carnall pleaſures, to eate aid 
drinke and riſe up to play , that thy 
are fo averſe from dutyes, ſo ſad aad 
heavy in ſpiricuall performances, that 
they ſo much loath his Word, 1is 
people, his Embaſſadours, his gracieus 
motions, and invitations, the rruthof 
all is this, they know not Chrift, and 
therefore they have no pleaſure in 
him. 

4. This knowledge is a ſatisfying 
knowledge: other knowledge is like 
ſorne ſauce, which when you receive 
into you, begets a freſh and new ap- 
petite; the knowledge of the one 
thing doth ſer the teeth on edge, a3 
here, and makes us thirſt after more, 
whereas Chriſt is an obje& fitted and 
{uited to the moſt .vaſt and bound- 

leſe 
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leſſe defires of the ſoule,and therefore 
what the Phyloſpher ſaid of naturall 
knowledge, we may more properly 
ſay of divine, that *ris ngswuz 7s 4vy ns 
a reſt and repoſe of che ſoule; whereas 
naturall bodies in their proper places, 
ſothe ſoule of man 'reſts contented 
and ſatisfied in Chriſt, in whom are hid 
all the treaſures of wiſedome and knowledge, 
C01.:.9v.3. There is enough in him to 
fill the ſoul up to the brim , and to 
anſwer all the impatient rovings and 
agications of our Spirits after know - 
ledge; in him dwelleth all fullneſle, 


| fulnefle of Grace to ſanQify us , full- 
| nefſe of righteonineſſe ro juſtify us, 
| fullneſſe of Glory to crown ns: no na- 
| turall obje& can ſatisfy the ſoule, be- 
| cauſe the deſires thereof being bound- 
| lefle, & infinite, it preſently digeſts & 
| {wallowes up all finite things, but 

| now Chriſt both inhis nature and 


Gracesis ſo commenſurate and pro- 
portionable an obje& for the ſoule, 
that it may eternally feed upon him 
to full content and ſatisfaQtion ; His 
mercies infinice , his love infinite, his 
Graces 
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Graces are inexhauſtible, for God 
hath not given the Spirit by meaſures 
and his gifts and graces are compa» 
red by the Frofhet to a f:aft of marrow 
and fat things, ITſ.25.v. 6. becauſe as 
theſe do (atisfie the ſenſuall, ſo thoſe 
the intelletnzll appetice , it ſatisfieth 
the lonzing {oute and filleth the hungry ſole 
with go95nefſe, Pſal. 107. vV.9, wherefore 
then {oith 1h: Proph-rt Eſay 55. v. 2. doe yee 
ſpend money for that which is not bread, and 
your laiour for that which ſatisfyeth not, 
Hearher utigept!y unto me, and eat ye 
that which is good, and let their ſoule delight 
it ſelfe :2 fainrſſe. 

Laſtly, Thisis an ever-increaſing 
riſing knowicage, there is a growth 
in it 2Pet.;.18. we go from one degree 
of it to another 'cill we become per- 
fet men; in our firſt converfion we 
are but children and babes in Chrift, 
of little underſtanding and know- 
ledge, *cill by prayer, temptations, 
experiences, often ſupplyes and re- 
turnes of grace, we become ſtrong in 
faith, nothing doubting, and encreaſe 
in wiſedome and all ſpirituall under- 
ſtanding 
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ſtanding, Chriſt doth not diſcover 
himſclfe all at once to the Soule bur 
TOAvueras and TOAUTEOTW5 peicemeale Heb.1.Is 
and in diverſe manners, here a little, 
and there a lictle. As in naturall 
ſcience} the minde doth not uſually 
graſpe &comprehend the whole cir- 
cumference of a thing together, bur 
inſenlibly by degrees creeps upon 
truth, takes and (as I] may fo ſpeake) 
ſteales off that veile thac hides the 
nature of it from us; thus Chriſt by 
degrees ircadiates and ſhines upon the 
ſoule, and ſo we may be the more 
ſenſible of our former ignorance, and 

» | morethankfull for our preſent illu- 

1 | mination : he never ſo clearly preſents 

e | himſelferoany, but that the know- 

- | ledge is ſtill improveable, and may 

'e | receive farther increaſe ; for at the 

xt, | beſtin this world we doe view but in 

o- | a glafſe darkely, we are faine to borrow 

1s, | the {peQacles of his Word, his ordi- 

-e- | nances, and his Sacraments to looke 

inf on him, our Infts and corruptions 

as ſo many evill vapours hinder us 
from a fall proſpe& of him, yet ge- 
| nerally 
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nerally we fee him clearer and 
clearer, as theſe ragges of fleſh weare 
and ror from off us, *till at lengrh 
when the ſoule is got loſe of this pri- 
ſon of clay, it knowes him imme- 
diately without the helpe of a glaſſe, 
now we know him but in part, but we ſball 
know him even as alſo we are known, 
ICor.13.12. 

The third point is to diſcover unto 
you more particularly wherein the 
excellency of this knowledge conſiſts, 
and tis I ſappoſe 1.In the obje& and 
things known. 2, In the influences 
it hath upon the party knowing. 

1. The things known by this 
knowledge of Chrift are moſt excel- 
Tent: the nobler the objeR, the nobler 
the ſcience; now in what noble 
ſublime matter this knowledge 
deales, is plaine; whether we con{1- 
der the perſonall excellenceis of 
Chriſt, the graces and perfeCtions of 
his nacure, the glory, beauty, and 
comelineſſe of his perſon, which muft 
needs raviſh , and take up our 


thoughts; though to faſten here and 
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goe no farther is but to admire the 
glictering of the ſhew , not confide- 
ring the pearles within, & co pore up- 
on a picture, net regarding the living 
party it repreſents. Faith as the Spouſe 
in theCanticles ſeems to be pleaſedeven 
with the ourward draught and com- 
linefle of a Saviour , to ſee him in 
olory fittting at Gods right hand, buc 
then it eyes him chiefely as a cruci- 
fyed Saviour 3 as therefore Paul de- 
fires to know nothing but Ghriſt aud 
Him Crucifyed, as the only and 
chiefe concernment to him ; or whes 
ther the Promiſes of- Chriſt, thoſe 


| breaſts of conſolation at which this 


| knowledpe lyes ſtil] ſucking and de- 
| lighting it ſelfe in, they are excellenc 


| things, precious Promiſes, in which 
| the ſoule can find more comfort then 
| In all the earthly joyes & pleaſures of 
this world; or Jaſtly, whether we 


conſider the myſterys it containes , 
they are admirable myfteryes, and 


| withour controverſy (ſaith the Apo- 


ſtle 1 Tim.3.v.16._) Great is the myſterie 
of Godlineſſe, God was manifeſt in the fleſh, 
Juſtifyed 
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juſtifyed of the Epirit, ſeen of Angels , 
preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in 
the world, received up into Glory; Every 
tradeand profeſſion we ſay hath a 
myſtery in it, ſomething Cthat is) 
which is not known toevery one : 
ſare 1 am, that a Chriſtians profeſſion 
is altogeither taken up in a myſtery, 
ſuch a myfterie that had the Angells 
themſelves ( pardon the expreſſion ) 
been bound prentice to underſtand 
it, they had without Gods ſpeciall re- 
velation remain'd altogeither igno- 
rant of it; for the 1 of Pet-1. 12 "tis 
ſaid the Anget's themſelves do deſire to 
locke into it : even now that this great 
myſtery of our Redemption is made 
manifeſt anto the world,ſee'cis ſo full 
of admirable inſcrutable excellencys, 
that the Angells themſelves defire yet 
to be Pupills unto it ; and are curious 
to learne more continually of it. 

2. Theexcellency of this know- 
Jedge may be diſcovered in the effe&ts 
and inflaences of it ; which arefirſt,to 
diſcover God more. clearely unto us: 
ſecondly, to diſcover our ſelves unto 
our felvess Is 
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i.flt diſcovers God more cleerly un- 
to us, for Chriſt is the brightneſſe of his 
Glory, and the expreſſe image of his perſon, 
Heb.1.3. So thar looks as we know 
the Sunne by its light, and a naturall 
father uſaally by his Sonne, who 
carryes his ſubſtantiall image, fo is 
God feen in Chriſt, and therefore the 
Apoſtle Col.1.v.15. ſaith,be ix the Image 
of the inviſible God, God himlſelfe he 
lives in inacceſſible light, no man can 
ſee him and live, bur ic hath pleaſed 
him to manifeſt himſelfe in Chriſt, in 
whom dwels the Godhead bodily, whatſo- 
ever glory, whatſoever wiſedome, 
whatſoever power is in God, is plain- 
ly drawn forth and expreft in Chriſt ; 
he is the efſentiall ſabftantiall copy 
(if I may ſo ſpeake with reverence) oft 
his Father, in whom alone he is moſt 
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| . legibly and clearly to be read ; the 


creatares indeed doe in their kind re- 


Preſent God, bat then a very broken 
and imperfe& copy they are of him, 
| ſo that the Gentiles by falſely ſpelling 
: | and putting togeither their letters 
| read Godin a monſtrous prodigious 
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manner and become vaine in their imagi* 
nations, and their fooliſh hearts were day* 
hened, Rom.1. As men that read in an 
old moth-earen broken manuſcript 
may eafily miſtake the originall mea- 
ning; ſo methinks the Gentiles having 
nothing to ſtudy God in, but the dull 
and darke print of the Creatures, pre- 
ſently fell into grofſle miſtakes and 
multitudes of errors concerning him, 
for they changed the glory of the incorruptible 
Goi4 into an image made like unto corupti- 
ble ma, and to birds,and four -footed beaſts 
and creeping things, Rom. 1. v. 23. but 
now Chriſt is ſo cleer a repreſentati- 
on of his Father,that if we know him 
aright, we cannot miſtake God at all, 
He and hs Father are one, ſo that you 
mey comprehend and know him asit 
were, for he that ſeeth him ſeeth the Father, 
and he that cometh to him , cometh to the 
Father, as in St John *tis every where 
Expreſt. | 
2. This knowledge of Chrift 
diſcovers our ſelves alſo unto our 
ſelves : the knowledge of our ſelves is 


one of the beſt and moſt divine 
knows 
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knowledge that is: E celo deſcendit the 
heathen could ſay , now »we cannot 
know Chriſt arighc,. but we muſt 
know our ſelves alſo, know in what a, 
miſerable and wretched eſtate we are 
without him, how vile and loathſome 
we are in our own natures, how baſe 
and worthlefſe ourbeft performances, 
how ugly and deformed our perſons, 
and our ſervices are in the eyes of 
God. As when the beames of the 
Sunne come into a roome they dif- 
cover all the duſt and filthinefſe in 
the roome, fo when Chriſt beames in 
upon the ſoule,the filthinefſe and cor- 
ruption of our hearts and lives doe 
ſtraight way appeare, we then ſee 
whar a horrid thing ſinne 13, that 
pat ſo bleſſed a Saviour to fo cruell 
a death : we (ce what a curſed {lavery 
weareall in by nature, to the law, 
to finne, to Satan , till' rhe Son doth 
make us free: before we know Chriſt, 
the Divell doth caſt a miſt before 
our eyes, & ſo hood-winks our ſoules 
that we cannot ſee where we are, what. 
we are, or Whither we are going z - 
= 
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he takes the veile from off our eyes, 
and then by our preſent light we 
know what. it was to be in darkenefle: 
Through Grace we know what ſinne 
js, how to debaſe our ſelves and ad- 
vance Chrift. 

Firſt, Is it ſo,that the knowTedge'of 
Chrift is the moſt excellent know- 
ledge '; mere to be defired then gold, 
yea then moſt finegold , more preti- 
ous then Rubies ; is it the glory of a 
Chriftjan to be more perfeC& in this, 
to teach this, to Jearne this ? then it 
ſhonld reprove all thoſe who make 
not this the main end & ſcope of their 
ftudies and endeavours. As 

1.Such carnall diſpenſcrs of cheIYord, 


that uſerather to ſpeak in enticing 


words ef mans wiſedeme, then in demon- 
ftration of the Spirit and power ; 
and that dreffe their djſ--nrfes in the 
Aviſh & fooliſh conceptions of mans 
wir; neglefting in the meane while 
the ſacred Word, which alone is able to 
make both themſelves and their Au-J 
ditours wife unto Salvarion ; ſuch in 
the language of S. Payl doc make the 
Groſſe 
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Croſſe of Chriſt of none effe, 1 Cor.1.17, 
whilſt they labour to poſſefſe men 
with the love of their affe&ted ftreines 
more then with the naked and ſimple 
truth of the Goſpell : and therefore 
the good Apoſtle profefſeth, that he 


. did determine to know nothing a- 
mongft the Corinthians, fave Jeſus 
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| Chriſt and him crucifyed : He could have 
3 flaunted as well asthe beſt ofjthoſle ſe- 
ducers,and have trimmed his ſpeeches 


" with as much elegancy as any , but 
5, | faith he, away with ſuch trafh to the 
ie herd of mankind, that had rather 
| feedupon ſuch husks then the bread 
A of life; let others vaunt asithey pleaſe, 
F and you expe what you will from 
"| me, yet thisis my refolurticn not ta 
ml know any thing ſaving Feſus Chrift: and 
nj therefore exceedingly to be blamed 
he are all they, that contrary to his 
A Word preach to the eare and not un- 
_ to the heart; & ſeck rather to gratify 
Wh theſenſuall corrupt affe&tions of men, 
Of then to implant in them the ſaving . 
= - knowledge of Chriſt, O beloved ! 


we areto deale with the ſonles of 


the | ROPER 
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men ; to reſcue them from Hell, and 
toplnck them out of the paws of the 
Divell, by whom they are led captive. 
We meet againe too too often with 
poor ignorant wretches to Inftruf, 
who ſcarce know wherher there be 
any Chriſt, any Holy Ghoſt; more- 
over we are not to deale with fleſh 
and blood, but with principalityes 
and powers ; the luſts of men they are 
to beblaſted and bearen down by us ; 
the conſciences of men to be wrought 
upon and ſatisfied, fins to be convifted 
the riphteouſneſſe of Chriſt to be preſled; 


. theCrofſe of Chriſt which i fooliſþneſſe to the 


world to be preached; this 1s our labour, 
this our worke, & what need we then 
to daube wich untempered worter, 
and to mixe humane inventions with 
ſacred rruths : why is that zealous 
thirſt after applauſe, and ro ſet up our 
{elves more then our Saviour? why is 
ict then men deſire ofrentimes more to 
diſplay their own reading then the 
knowledge of Chriſt and him cruci- 
fyed ? not as if there were no aſe of 
hamane learning in the myſtery " 
tne 
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the Word, Paul himſelfe made uſe of 
a Poet to convince the Athenians, AF. 
17. nor doe we {peakc this to counte- 
nance thoſe thar doe the worke of the 
Lord nepligently, and bring the lame, 
fapleſſe, undigeſt:d notions , to this 
ſacrifice: doubtiefſe God that requires 
the whole man, requires the braine as 
well as the hearc in this ſervice, and 
he gives us talents notto lay upin 
a napkin, but to bring themforth as 
occaiion ſhall require for his Glory 
and the Churches good; we all know 
by ſad experience, into what diſorders 
and inconveniences, the contempe of 
ſecular learning hath brought many 
giddy ſoules of this Nation, and how 
proſtituted and diſregarded the care- 
leſſe management, and wanton itch of 
preaching hath made the office of the 
iniſtry, O that God would be plea- 
{ed to convince all of us, efpecially 
he forward youth of this Univerſity, 
ff the tremendous burchen that lyes 
pon the ſhoulders of a Miniſter, Ops 
{ngelis formidandum, but to return: I ſay 
ve do not hereby diſcountenance Tear- 
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ning, or learned and painſull preach- 
ing, eſpecially in due place and times 
bur only we oughe to take heed, that 
Hagar doe not juſtle our Sarah ; that 
the hanamaid, ſecular learning doe 
not take place in our affections above 
the free woman, the knewledye of 
Chriſt ; thac our Sermons ſavour not 
more of learning , then of grace, and 
that our detigne be not to get more 
admirers of our parts, then Diſciples 
of Chriſt. 

2. This would reprove all thoſe 
in generall, thatare more ini love 
with humane knowledge , then 
thac the knowledge of Chrift, 
are more taken with an Ariſtotle, 
a Plato, perhaps a Remance, or play: 
booke , then a Prophet or an Apoſtle; 
fuffering in the mean while poor illi- 
terate men to rife up and carry away 
Heaven from them , whilſt they witt 
all rheir learning finke down inte 
Hell; I wiſhthere were not coo many 
in the world more intimate with na 
cure then with Grace; and le 
Chriſtians then Schollacs ; but ler m 

as 
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aske cheſe great Maſters of Trae] why 
the myferies of the Goſpell, and the 
knowledge of Chriſt ſhould be fo 
much fliighted by them ? is it becauſe 
*©is fooliſaneffe unto him , why Jet 
them know. that the {coiiſpneſje of God 
# Wiſcr then men ; 241d 3'! che empty ci- 
ſternes of world'y wizedome, are no- 
thing comparable to tliofe treaſures 
of wiſedome and knowledge, that are 
hid in Chrift: or is it becauſe there is 
more reputation that attends worldly 
knowledg ? why alas! what credit is it ts 
be accounted wiſe amongſt a company of fooles? 
and ſuch the Scriptures every where 
terme the world and carnall men; 
the World indeed vilifies and hates 
Chrift,becauſe it knowes him nor, but 
then Chriſt profeſſech he will noc 
know them art the laſt day, and O 
then what will become of the wiſe, the 
Scribe, the diſputer of this world ? will ic 
not then appeare that the wiſedome 
of this world was fooliſinefſe ; and 
that they bought the eſtecme of lear- 
ning at a deere rate, when they 
ſhall ſee indeed , that not many wiſe 
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men after the fleſhare ſaved; or laft- 
ly,is it becauſe they find more content 
in worldly wiſedome ? why let the 
wiſe man ſpeake what content there 
can be therein Fccleſ.1.18. in much wiſe- 
dome there is much pyief2, and he that in- 
creaſeth knowledge, increaſeth ſorrow : how 
much toile and vexation in getting 
it, how much care for feare of looking 
it, yea how little comfort in the en- 
joyment of it? ſomany lufts fill in- 
terpoling and clouding their ſevereſt 
meditations, ſo much thoughttull- 
nefſe to uphold their efteem in the 
world, {o much envy at others emi- 
nency,ſfo much diſtraction by occaſt- 
onof new doubts and diffculties &c. 
whereas now thetrue ſaving know- 
ledge of Chriſt brings a ſerenity and 
compoletdnefſe of mind with it, 
purgeth and refineth the ſfoule from 
thoſe darke miſts of corruption, 
ſanRifyes and ſweetens all other lear- 
ning , and excrcifeth aJl other parts 
waich are but lofſe and dung wich- 
outit; and why then ſhould this ſo 
excellent knowledge be thought 10 

| con- 
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contemptible amongſt many ? why 

ſhould they as ſo many wild Indians 

preferre glafſe, beades, and toyes be- 

fore precious ſtones ? or like rhat 

| Schoolemaſter fancyed by Rob. Gallus 
gnaw upon flintes and pebbles amidſt 

| ſweet-meates and moſt delicate fare? 
why ſhould men be fo greedy after 
the jejune and empty knowledge of 
the creatures, and yer ſo remiſle in the 
purſuit of Heavenly wiſedome? O 
that we conld all anderftand that the 
feare of the Lord is the beginning of wiſe- 
dome, and the greateſt glory of our wiſed.me 
to be wile unto Salvation , 


. 3. Therefore this ſhonld exhort 
: us all to ftudy Jeſas Chriſt; and to 
- labour after the knowledge of him, 
d whom only to know is eternall life , all 
-, | knowledgeis in it ſelfe defirable; it 


m || being thebeſt gloſle and varniſh thar 
1, || ſets forth an intelleRuall being ; and 
r- | hence ſaith LaGJantizs, God hath lim'd 
ts | and armed mans infide with reaſon 
h- | that: he mighe diſtinguiſh him from 
fo || all the creatures of lower formes ; 
{o | ſothat he ſeems Iefler then a man, 
that 


KY ——— ——_—_— 


y of - LAS bc <<» AY ASCE 
Ac ho Lan dah CT EW NET Coo IR Iran bet Y.c OE POR > 2405 a7 d 
PRE Ms f "AS as nt - n_ nes 

- PE by —_ _———C_ oa— ATE EI % 7 SHE - WT Re Pe> 


that is not taken even with naturall 
truth & wiſedome; and certainly he is 
lefſe then a Chriſtian, that deſires nor 
Heavenly and Spirituall wiſedome * 
*cis natarall for all chings to delire 
their perfeftion; now then as the 
knowledge of naturall things is the 
perfection of a man, fo the knowledg 
of Chriſt is the perfetion of a 
Chriſtian , and therefore Solomon 
bids us ſeeke after it more then choyce 
gold, Prov.8, v.10. we all detire wiſe- 
dome, why in him are hid all the treaſures 
of wiſedome, and therefore enongh to 
fill up all the vaſt and boundlefie de- 
fires of our immortall ſoules ; *t- 
only fooles that d:ſpiſe wiſedome, Prov.1. 
as therefore you defire not to be 
branded with the name of fooles, go 
unto Chriſt, who is the wiſedome of 
God, the auihour of of every good and per- 
fe? gift, and if any of you lack this 
wiſedome let him ache of God, that 
giveth unto all men liberally, and upbraideth 
not 3 and it ſhall be given him, Fam. 1.0.5, 

$o that the 1. dire&ion for the 
attaining of this knowledge of Chrift 
may 
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may be the prayer of faith, let him aske 
in faith nothing wavering, pray unto 
God that he wouid ſhew theechy 
naturall blindneſiz. ignorance, and 
ftupidicy ; what a foole thou arc by 


- nature ; how deſticute of any 


ſaving knowleape ; and that then he 
would ſend his Spirit intothy inward 
parts', to enlighten chy mind and to 
bring thee ont of darknefſe into mar» 
vellous light; pray unto him that 
Chriſt may be made unto thee wiſe- 
dome, that thou mavyſt know him 
here in his Perſon, in his Ofhices, in 
his benefits, know him in the pardon 
of thy finnes , in the ſabdaing of thy 
corruptions; as thy King that will 
ſave thee, thy Prieft that hath re- 
deemed thee, thy Prophet that doth 
inſtcuct thee. 

2. Labour to fee the inconveni= 
ences and miſeries that will follow 
upon thy not knowing of Chriſt ; in- 
deed we can know nothing beſides 
him that can miniſter any comfort 
untous; in Heaven above what is co 
be known there? bur an angry ſinne 
re- 
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revenging God, an implacable judge, 
whom no man hath ſeen, nor ever 
ſhall fee in the way of mercy , unleſſe 
the Sonne reveale him unto him : in 
theearth, what objets can wefixe 
upon that are not onr mortal] ene- 
myes without Chriſt ? all the Crea- 
tares they are ready to ſnapar us, and 
revenge the quareſl of God againft 
fnne upon us - in Hell what can we 
know bar that *cis our place, thar 'tis 
prepared alone for thoſe that know 
not God ? for (o ſaich che Apoſtle, that 
Chriſt at the laſt day ſhall be reveal:d from 
Heaven, with his mighty Angeils, in flas 
ming fire to tche vengeanceson thoſe that know 
not God, 2 Thefi. 1. 8. againe, labour 
toſce what inconveniences the wanr 
of the ſaving knowledge of Chriſt 
will bring us anto; a man that walkesg 
in the darke will be ever apt ro ftum- 
bleand fall, and fo 'tis here , he that 
15 Withoat any Spirituall light with- 
in, muſt needs walke in much danger ; 
thus the Goſpel! was to the Fewes a ſtum- 
bling blecbe, becauſe they were igno- 


rant of its excellencies; and thus the 
Oſe 
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ordinances of Chriſt are ſtumbling 
blockes to themi that know him nor, 
they hate them, the people of Chrift 
are deſpiſed, they having no knowledge 
eate them up as they would eate bread, Pſal. 
 I4. 4. did men but throughly know 

Chriſt, they would be more in love 
with his ordinances, with his people, 
with his Miniſters, with Salvation, 
with their own ſoulee: Jabour then to 
fee theſe inconveniences of fpiricnall 
ignorance, be aſhamed of thy felte, 
and lay about thee with all thy might 
forto gaine more knowledge, To 
this end, 

3, Study Chrifts bookes, the Holy 
Scripture, and thou ſhalt by the grace 
of God come to a knowledge of 
him : theſe alone are able to make 
thee perfec? and wiſe uno Salvation 
they are thoſe wells ont of which we 
may draw plenty of the waters of 
Salvation; thoſe precious mines out 
of which we may digge treaſures of 
wiſedome ; let us ſearch them theres 
fore not with a ſearch of curioſity , 
to diſcourſe and talke of them , _ 
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with a ſearch of humility ro amend 
our lives by them, and ro furniſh oar 
ſelves with the excellency of the 
knowledge of Chriſt ; other bookes 
can only unfold nature unto thee, 
and that but imperfe&ly too: this 
reveales ſmyſteries that Angells them- 
{elves did defire to peepe into: ſo that there 
is morereall worth compriſed in one 
verſicle of them,then there is in all the 
voluminous Offsprings and workes of 
mans braine; as the very ſhavings and 
filings of gold and precious ſtones are 
of more valve then whole heaps of 
dirt and pebbles. 

To conclude therefore,fince we have 
ſoexcellent a knowledg before us,more 
to be defired then Gold, yea then much fine 
gold, more precious then Rubies, ſince we 
have ſuch plentifull mines before us, 
as the Scriptures, out of which we 
maydig theſe treaſures,what remaines 
but that we ſtill labour to grow in grace 
and in the knowleag of our Lord and Saviour 
Feſw Chriſt, and continually to ſtudy 
him on earth, whom we ali hope to 
enjoy in Heaven: as travellers will 
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:Jearne the manners and cuſtomes of 
the people and country they areto ga 
unto ; fo let us ſtudy Heaven and 
Chrift in his Word , thar ſo we may 
comfortably pofſ- fle him at the end 
of our pilgrimage in Heaven. hereaf- 
ter. We know nor how ſoene Chriſt 
may {ſummon us before him, and that 
day come, whes our jelves and all our 
natar-li knowledge muſt be wrapt up in the 
ſame ſhzet together ; the ſhorrneſſe and 
uncertainty of our dayes beſpeakey 
our donhble diligence, and no longer 
to play the truants in the Schoole of 
Chriſt, but to redeern the time we 
have loft, and to improve the few 
dayes we have before us tuwards the 
advancement of this knowledge : ler 
ns ſtady Chriſt, let us preach Chrift, 
let uslive to Chriſt, that fo theſe ſeed 
plots of learning may not be accoun- 
ted the ſeminaries of Atheiſme and 
hereſy, as the Schoolcs of the Philoſo- 
phers were in primitive times, but the 
Seminaries of the knowledg of Chriſte 
farre be it that in theſe our Chriſtian 
Athens there ſhould be an w—_ 
Goda 
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God , an unknown Chriſt; great are 

F | our meanes , our advantages, and 

| . _ oportunities in the artaining of this . 
| knowledge, and great therefore and 
ſadde will be our accounts at the laſt 
day, if we negle&it: As therefore we 
tender the good of our ſoules, as ever 
we expet the fruition of Chriſt in 
glory, let ir be our conſtant care to 
ſtudy him here, & to contemplate him 
in theglaſſes of his word and ordi- 
nances, till ar length this our imper- 
fe&t knowledge of him be ſwallowed 
up in vifion , and a comfortable en- 
joyment of him , with whom is ſullneſſe 
of joy ard pleaſures for evermore. 


